September Meeting
We are pleased to welcome Peter Jordan to this
month’s meeting to talk to us about the history of the
Kennet & Avon Canal and its restoration.
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Chairman’s Column

Day-Star Theatre Visit – Friday 25
September
Have you got your tickets for Day-Star Theatre’s
production of “An Unpleasant Business” which will be
staged at Chilworth Parish Hall on Friday 25
September? Let us try and give Pete and Jane Marshall
a full house again. Full details of this production are
included elsewhere in this Newsletter. You can get
your tickets (£8) from our Secretary, Angela Rose, or
Treasurer, Anne Coleman.
And please don’t forget, despite the date, this
production is, in effect, our October meeting. The next
meeting will be on 5 November.
Day-Star Theatre – ‘After Show Supper’
Just a reminder that there will be the usual American
Supper following Day-Star Theatre’s performance.
That supper will be along the same lines as previously.
Wine and soft drinks will be provided but each member
or guest should bring along food for all to share.
Membership Subscriptions
Membership subscriptions for the current year were
due as from 1 April. However, due to an oversight
members had not been reminded of this fact. Can you

now please pay your subs (£15 for individuals and £22
for couples/family membership) to Anne Coleman as
soon as possible. Many thanks.

2009 Annual General Meeting
A report on our 42nd Annual General Meeting held on
30 July has been included in this Newsletter.
Society Skittles Evening
The Society Skittles Evening which was to have been
held on 9 October has been re-scheduled. Details of the
new date and venue will be published in a future
Newsletter.
Society New Year Lunch
Yes, I know it is only September but early planning is
essential for such events. Following the success of the
lunch held in January this year, and at the request of
members, a similar event will be held on 16 January
2010. Further details elsewhere in this Newsletter.
British Waterways Annual Meeting
The Society has received the usual invitation to attend
British Waterways Annual Meeting which this year
will be held in Birmingham on 6 October. This year’s
meeting will focus on BW’s proposed new strategy and
move to the third sector. Instead of the usual ‘review of
the year’ presentations, key speakers will explore the
options available to BW in the third sector to stimulate
discussion and questions.
Paul Herbert

An Unpleasant Business
The village of Oakley Magna no longer has a shop, a
post office, a school, a pub or a bus service. It is, on the
whole, apart from the annoying teenagers in the
defunct bus shelter, a quiet village.
So when Septuagenarian Daisy Thomas is found
hanging upside down in a disused abattoir it is easy to
imagine how the locals feel. Except that no one much
liked the old lady. In fact most villagers openly
disliked her. She’d been a bit of a nuisance over the
years with her objections to fox hunting and G.M.
crops and barn conversions and vehicles speeding
through the village. And it’s not as if she was a real
local. She’d only been in the village forty years and
before that no one knows anything about her.

Detective Inspector Gibson and Detective Constable
Saunders arrive from nearby Market Kingsley to
unravel the truth behind this unpleasant business. They
lead themselves up and down several garden paths and
even back to the most wanted man in England in 1966.
And they bring with them their own personal baggage.
Another weird and wonderful, witty and whacky take
on rural life with the distinct possibility of an
unexpected twist or two.
Day-Star will be appearing on FRIDAY 25th September at 7.45pm. Tickets price £8.00 for the show and the
following American Supper are now available from the
Secretary, Angela Rose or the Treasurer, Anne
Coleman (contact details on page 4 of this Newsletter).

Society Lunch
The Society’s post Christmas/New Year Lunch will
take place on Saturday 16 January 2010 at the Blue
Hayes Restaurant, Ampfield, Romsey.
At present we do not have details of the menu or the
cost but this will be available in October. The menu
will be similar to last year’s in that there will be
choices of vegetarian, fish and meat dishes for the
main course and choices for the starter and dessert. I

understand that the cost will be slightly higher than last
year but not excessively so.
Please indicate your interest in attending the lunch by
adding your name to the list at the September meeting
or by telephoning me on 02380 406951 or e-mailing
maureen.greenham@talktalk.net.
Maureen Greenham

Waterways Diary
The following is a list of waterway events taking place within
approximately 50 miles of Southampton. Whilst every effort is made to
ensure the correctness of this information, please check with the listed
contact who will be glad to confirm and supply further details.
Time

Organiser

Recently, OS grid references and/or postcodes have been added (where
known but not guaranteed) to aid location of the event.
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list then
please contact the editor.

Details

Contact

Thu 3 Sep 2009
7.45pm
Sun 6 Sep 2009
10.30am

Southampton CS “History of the Kennet & Avon Canal” with Peter Jordan. Chilworth Parish Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).
info@apas-engineering.com
Wey & Arun CT 1st Annual Pedal - a 30 mile sponsored cycle ride. The route starts and To book a place on this inaugural event,
finishes at St Catherine’s School, Bramley, GU5 0DF. (TQ008450) A
please call Simon Clark: 07784 676 938
mountain bike or hybrid is recommended and should take 4 or 5 hours. Email: pedal@weyandarun.co.uk as places
Minimum entry fee of £20 per rider required, but additional sponsorship are very limited. Web:
is anticipated. All finishers will receive a commemorative mug, but all
www.weyandarun.co.uk
money raised will go towards the restoration of the canal.
Tue 8 Sep 2009 Basingstoke
Guided Bat Walk. Canal Ranger Paul Hope will talk about bats at the
BCA: 01252 370073 Email:
Canal Authority outset then lead a guided walk. Limited number of bat detectors
info@basingstoke-canal.co.uk
(BCA)
available. Booking essential - £3 per person. Meet Canal Visitor Centre,
Mytchett, GU16 6DD (SU893551).
Sat 12 Sep 2009 Sussex Industrial Guided walk along the site of part of the Portsmouth and Arundel Canal Linda Wilkinson: 01243 576701 Web:
10.30am
Archaeology
(Free). Meet at Barnham Court Farm, Barnham (SU956035) for an
www.chichestercanal.org.uk
Society
approximately 6 mile walk to Hunston. Allow 4 hours.
Sat-Sun 12-13 Sep Wey & Arun CT Brewhurst Mill, Loxwood, West Sussex, RH14 0RJ (TQ045310) will be
Wey & Arun Canal Office: 01403 752403
2009 2.00pmopen to the public. Also a "Touching Memories" special display on loan Email: office@weyandarun.co.uk
4.00pm
from Horsham Museum. Gift stall and teas. Please park in the Trust’s car
park located behind the Onslow Arms pub on the B2133.
Sun 13 Sep 2009 Sussex Industrial Poyntz Bridge open with guided historical walk around the canal basin by Linda Wilkinson: 01243 576701 Web:
10.00am Archaeology
Alan Green (Free). Walk starts at 2.30pm. A chance to cross the canal on www.chichestercanal.org.uk
4.00pm
Society
the unique 1820 cast iron bridge (SU859039).
Tue 15 Sep 2009 Wey & Arun CT A repeat of a recent circular guided walk to take in Guildenhurst Bridge, Wey & Arun Canal Office: 01403 752403
10.30am
Orfold Aqueduct and Lordings Lock (optional visit to Harsfold Bridge).
Email: office@weyandarun.co.uk
Walk around 4 miles long. Start/finish at The Limeburners, Lordings
Road, RH14 9JA west of Billingshurst (just off the A272) (TQ072254).
Wed 16 Sep 2009 Basingstoke
Guided Bat Walk. Canal Ranger Paul Hope will talk about bats at the
BCA: 01252 370073 Email:
Canal Authority outset then lead a guided walk. Limited number of bat detectors
info@basingstoke-canal.co.uk
(BCA)
available. Booking essential - £3 per person. Meet Canal Visitor Centre,
Mytchett, GU16 6DD (SU893551).
Fri 18 - Sun 20
Hampshire & Isle Free Art Event - participate in a Land Draw - create a giant picture of
Polly Whyte: 01489 774413 Email:
Sep 2009
of Wight Wildlife Salmon and Eels. Public participation: Sat 19 Sep 12.00 - 5.00pm and
PollyW@hwt.org.uk Web:
Trust
Sun 20 Sep 1.00 - 3.00pm. Watch dance performances at 4.00pm Fri 18 www.itchennavigation.org.uk
Sep and Sun 20 Sep. Riverside Park, Woodmill, Southampton.
Sat 19 Sep 2009 Basingstoke
Boat Rally at Fox & Hounds, Crookham Road, Fleet, GU52 7PR.
Jan Byrnes: Email:
Canal Boating
(SU802530)
basingstoke.boating@googlemail.com
Club
Web: www.boatingclub.org.uk
Sun 20 Sep 2009 Wey & Arun CT Small boat rally at Dunsfold (Alfold Road to Three Compasses pub GU6
Sally Schupke: 01483 503029 Email:
8HZ TQ035360). £5 for canoes, dinghies, kayaks, etc. Entry form can be rallies@weyandarun.co.uk Web:
found at www.weyandarun.co.uk/dunsfold-rally2009.pdf or contact Sally. www.weyandarun.co.uk
Sun 20 Sep 2009 Somersetshire Walk (3 miles) - Hodshill Fullers Earth Workings & the S.C.C. Meet:
Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 Email:
10.00am
Coal CS
Opposite Bridge Farm (by railway arch near Lock 15) Combe Hay.
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk
(ST745604)
Sun 20 Sep 2009 IWA Solent &
IWA Solent Branch river trip on the Hamble to Curbridge and Botley. Start Brendan Whelan: 01903 816012
Arun Branch
from Swanwick. (SU495092)
Email: solentandarun@waterways.org.uk
Thu 24 Sep 2009 Somersetshire “Coal By Canal” a talk by Patrick Moss. The Radstock Working Mens'
Patrick Moss 07736 859882 Email:
7.30pm
Coal CS
Club, Radstock, BA3 3PR. (ST688547)
lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk
Fri 25 Sep 2009 Southampton CS “An Unpleasant Business” by Day-Star Theatre followed by an American Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
7.45pm
Supper. Tickets: £8.00. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, info@apas-engineering.com
SO16 7JZ. (SU410184). NB this is the “OCTOBER” meeting and is NOT on
a Thursday.
Fri 25 Sep 2009 Kennet & Avon “Old K&A and Old Reading” a (Powerpoint) slide show with Derek Cann. John or Pam Swift: 01189 415540 Email:
8.00pm
CT
All Saints Church Hall, Downshire Square, Reading RG1 6NH.
swift.john21@googlemail.com
(SU705729) £2.50 to cover hall hire and tea or coffee.
Wed 30 Sep 2009 Kennet & Avon “Boating Upside Down” - Holidaying on Australia's Murray River By Rob & Graham Smith: 01635 580356 Email:
7.45pm
CT
Julie Dean. Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury RG14 5AS. (SU472672) GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net
Admission free - light refreshments - parking £1. 00
Sun 18 Oct 2009 Somersetshire Walk (2 miles) - Lower Conygre Pit, Timsbury. Meet: Near the Old Post
Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 Email:
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk
10.00am
Coal CS
Office, Red Hill, Camerton, BA2 0PB. (ST681579)
Wed 21 Oct 2009 Surrey &
Illustrated talk by Tony Pratt - “Lost Wey to the Sea” describing the history David Millett: 01252 617364 Email:
8.00pm
Hampshire CS
and route of the Wey & Arun Canal. Parish Pavilion, Recreation Ground, d.millett7@ntlworld.com Web:
Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ. (SU974615).
www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk
Thu 22 Oct 2009 Somersetshire Talk - details to be announced. The Radstock Working Mens' Club,
Patrick Moss 07736 859882 Email:
lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk
7.30pm
Coal CS
Radstock, BA3 3PR. (ST688547)
Wed 28 Oct 2009 Kennet & Avon “The Story of London’s Docks” - the Port of London from Roman times to Graham Smith: 01635 580356 Email:
7.45pm
CT
present day by Jeremy Batch. Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury RG14 GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net
5AS. (SU472672) Admission free - light refreshments - parking £1. 00
Continued on page 3

PAGE 2

NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 440 : SEPTEMBER 2009

‘Canal can still run through our town’
THE dream of a canal running through Swindon town centre has
not been dimmed by the recession. The £75m scheme to run a
waterway through Swindon to link up with the national canal
network is included in Swindon Council’s draft core strategy – a
vision for the town in 2026.
Council leader Rod Bluh said work was still underway to secure
funding for the project, but said his administration was still
committed to the scheme in principle. He said: “A canal has huge
potential if people could get their minds around it but it is going to
cost £75m and the challenge now is to find a way of funding that.”
The project attracted controversy when details first became public
last year, but according to the chairman of the Swindon branch of
the Wilts and Berks Canal Trust the mood of the public has
changed.
Keith Dowdy said: “People coming into our shop in Theatre
Square have been quite positive. When they come to us they get
the truth and then they understand a lot more about it. A lot of the
negative comments we got were based on flawed logic.
“People seemed to be under the impression that this would just be
a cul-de-sac of water in the town centre, whereas the canal would

link up with the national network.”
Mr Dowdy said a canal would not only be a draw to boaters. “This
is also about cyclists, walkers, families. It would bring wildlife
back to the area and it would be a great boom to the economy. An
independent report estimated a canal could bring in £8m annually
to the local economy.”
The council’s proposed route along Westcott Place, Faringdon
Road and Fleet Street was given the thumbs up by a Government
planning inspector in January.
According to Coun Phil Young, the cabinet member in charge of
the project, officers are now investigating how funding could be
secured.
“This is the big challenge because obviously there is less funding
around at the moment,” he said. “The canal is an aspiration at the
moment and now we have to look at the issue of deliverability. “I
would hope that within the next few months we will be able to
report on that.”
More information about the core strategy can be found at a public
exhibition in North Swindon Library from noon to 6pm today.
James Wallin, Swindon Advertiser, 27 August 2009

Budget-cut police forced to beg for a boat
THE lack of police resources on the Thames was highlighted
last week when officers had to borrow a boat so they could give
chase to a gang of thieves.
PC Jim Halstead’s post on the river was abolished last month
because of budget cuts and the river is being policed by land
units.
And last week fears expressed by riverside homeowners and
businesses that the absence of a dedicated officer on the
Thames would give crooks an easier ride were realised.
A £2,000,12ft-long Polar Kraft dinghy-style vessel belonging to
Frazer Mitchell, 49, of Esher Road, East Molesey was stolen.
Mr Mitchell circulated Thames lock-keepers with a picture of
his boat, the Jolly Ollie, and his quick-thinking paid off on
Wednesday last week when Andy Croxford at Sunbury Lock
spotted the vessel approaching his lock.
He let it through and alerted Mr Mitchell who dashed over and
identified the boat which was, by then heading towards
Desborough Island, Shepperton.
The owner borrowed a long boat from The Swan pub in Walton
and tracked the gang up river, but police were left high and dry
until they begged a boat from the Environment Agency office

opposite the island.
Only then were they able to intercept the gang and arrest them.
Jenny Beagle, owner of Bridge Marine boatyard in Shepperton,
says the incident proves policing of the river is in dire need of
reinforcement.
Jenny who drew up a petition asking Surrey Police to re-instate
PC Halstead’s post, said: “Thieves know there is not a police
presence on the river and are taking advantage. Three weeks
ago we helped to recover a stolen boat because there was no
response from police.
“I’m selling more chains than ever because the thefts are going
up and up and people need them to feel secure. Residents are
fuming about this, especially after our request to get PC
Halstead reinstated was fobbed off.”
As a result of the river chase a 21-year-old man from
Carshalton, a man, 30, from Croydon, a 24-year old man from
Mitcham and an 18-year-old man from Wallington were
arrested on suspicion of theft and taken to Staines Police
Station.
All four were released on police bail until September 25.
Adam Courtney, Surrey Herald, 5 August 2009

Waterways Diary (continued)
Time
Fri 30 Oct 2009
8.00pm

Organiser

Details

Kennet & Avon
CT

Contact

“Dipping into the Wells” with Angela Spencer-Harper on her 1st (of many)
books. All Saints Church Hall, Downshire Square, Reading RG1 6NH.
(SU705729) £2.50 to cover hall hire and tea or coffee.
Thu 5 Nov 2009 Southampton CS ‘Life Before WRG’ with Tim Dodwell. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth,
7.45pm
Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).
Wed 18 Nov 2009 Surrey &
Dr Roger Squires will talk about “The River Douro to the Spanish Border.”
8.00pm
Hampshire CS
Parish Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey,
GU24 8AZ. (SU974615).
Thu 3 Dec 2009 Southampton CS Annual Inter-Society Waterways Quiz. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth,
7.45pm
Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).

John or Pam Swift: 01189 415540 Email:
swift.john21@googlemail.com

Sun 20 Sep, 18
Paul Barnett
Oct 2009 2.00pm,
15 Nov, 20 Dec
2009 1.00pm

Paul Barnett: 07833 143231 Email:
barnadillo@aol.com Web:
www.friendsofpurton.org.uk
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Guided tours through the remains of the Purton Hulks led by Paul
Barnett, Marine Historian. Donations in aid of Severn Area Rescue
Association. or £3.00 per person. Approx 2 hours weather permitting.
Meet Purton Lower Bridge, Gloucester & Sharpness Canal (SO692044).
NEWSLETTER

Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
David Millett: 01252 617364 Email:
d.millett7@ntlworld.com Web:
www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk
Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
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SO U THA M PTON CA N A L SO CI E T Y
Established 1967

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, restoration and
development, and to give practical help on waterway projects.
President:

Committee:

Brian Evans.

Maureen Greenham, Peter Oates, Alan Rose, David TownleyJones

Chairman:
Paul Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire,
SO53 1TB. Tel: 023 8026 2365.
Email: p_herbert1@sky.com

Secretary:
Angela Rose, Hilo, Hungerford, Bursledon, Hampshire, SO31
8DF. Tel: 02380 632558 (day) 02380 403982 (home)
Email: info@apas-engineering.com

Treasurer & Membership Secretary

Anne Coleman, 14 Redmoor Close, Bitterne, Southampton,
SO19 4DH. Tel: 023 8044 2552. Email: wiseowl@tcp.co.uk

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster:

Peter Oates, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford,
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH. Tel: 01327 341798.
Email: scs@whitenap.plus.com

Society Website:

http://www.sotoncs.org.uk

Meetings:
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm. (See Waterways
Diary.) Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ.
OS Grid Ref: SU410184.

August Meeting

Society’s 42nd Annual General Meeting
Twenty members attended the Society’s 42nd Annual General
Meeting held at Chilworth Parish Hall on 30 July 2009 (though
there were seventeen recorded apologies for absence), which was
chaired by our Chairman, Paul Herbert, whilst our President, Brian
Evans, officiated for the election of officers and committee. The
meeting followed the usual procedure and, with the exception of
the accounts, all documentation had been published in the August
Newsletter, which had been provided in advance to members.
It was necessary to temporarily suspend the requirement of the
Society’s Constitution (see note below) that only fully paid up
members are eligible to vote at Society meetings. Members were
reminded that at last year’s AGM it was agreed that the
membership year be brought in line with the Society’s financial
year, viz. 1 April to 31 March. Due to an unfortunate oversight
membership subscriptions had not been collected since April
(though some members had paid their subscriptions at the start of
the meeting). It was therefore necessary to ask members to agree to
a temporary suspension of that element of the Constitution in order
to permit all members, whether paid up or not, to vote at the AGM.
The meeting agreed to that motion.
There were two matters arising from the minutes of the 2008
AGM. Firstly, it had been agreed that the Committee would
consider alternatives for improving sound quality at our monthly
meetings. David Townley-Jones gave members a progress report
on that matter. Secondly, it had been agreed that members would
be invited to raise any canal related matters at our meetings. That
proposal had been adhered to, whenever possible.
The Chairman and Treasurer & Membership Secretary presented
their reports, and the latter tabled the accounts (headed ‘Profit &
Loss Comparison – 01/04/07 through 31/03/09’), both highlighting
issues of particular note. In the absence of the Secretary, the
Chairman presented that report on her behalf.
The Society had enjoyed another good year with a very successful
programme of speakers, other monthly activities, some enjoyable
outings and our first New Year’s Lunch. We have an interesting
and varied programme of speakers and other activities arranged for
the ensuing year, including the return of ‘Day-Star Theatre. Our
financial base remains sound and we have been able to make
donations to other waterways organisations. We had sadly lost two
of our long standing members during the year, whilst five others
had retired from the Society. While we had welcomed some new
members our priority remained the same as always, to increase
membership. Both in his report and at the AGM the Chairman
thanked all those members who contributed to the Society’s
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success, particularly the Committee and the other regular
volunteers.
Regarding membership subscriptions, because of the Society’s
healthy financial position, for the second year running the
Committee had recommended that there be no increase for
2009/2010.
There then followed the election of Officers and other Committee
members. There had been no other nominations and, therefore, all
the current Officers were re-elected. However the Chairman
advised the meeting that this would be his last year in office and he
would be standing down as Chairman and from the Committee at
the 2010 AGM, in order for him and Gill to cruise more and spend
time on their other interests..
At the 2008 AGM Maureen Greenham had been elected Assistant
Treasurer & Membership Secretary but there was no further need
for that post which she had now relinquished. Maureen and David
Townley-Jones were re-elected to the Committee. Because he had
not been able to attend many meetings since moving to the
Midlands, Peter Oates had decided to retire from the Committee
but would be prepared to be co-opted in connection with any future
project etc and was willing to continue as Editor of our Newsletter
and the Society’s Webmaster. Laura Sturrock was re-appointed as
the Society’s Auditor/Examiner.
Alan Howarth thanked the Chairman and Committee for the work
they carried out for the Society.
Following the AGM members enjoyed a DVD “Take to the Boats”
about canal hire and trip boats in the early 1960s (sorry about the
technical problems with that DVD) followed by the first episode of
“The River” – the 1988 BBC series (filmed on the Kennet & Avon
Canal) about a canal lock-keeper, starring David Essex. (Many
thanks to Peter, Paul and Gill for providing the necessary IT
equipment to enable the DVDs to be shown and to Alan for the
loan of “The River”).
Paul Herbert

Note 1: It is apparent that the majority of Society members have
never seen a copy of the Society’s Constitution and are probably
not even aware that such a document exists. This will be rectified
as soon as possible when it will be reproduced in a future issue of
the Newsletter.
Note 2: Whilst all members attending the AGM were provided with
a copy of the accounts, they will be reproduced in the next issue of
the Newsletter for the information of other members.
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