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MEETINGS - 1st Thursday each month at 7.45 pm.
St. John Ambulance Hall, King's Park Road, Southampton.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Eth August - Hembers Slides.

3rd September - 'Big Digs & Little Digs' - Jon Sims.

1st October - Narrowboat Joinery & Wheelurighting - Peter Broughanm.
S5th November - Film & Slides on Canal Lifts in Belgium - Hugh Mcknight.

JULY MEETING. If years of service qualify people as speakers then we surely
had two experts for our slide show on the 'History and Preservation of the
Festiniog Railuay’.

Bob Smith, who operated the projector, has been a member since 1954 and
David Meek, who gave the talk, joined the Festiniog in 1958. We saw several
slides of these stalwarts performing 'Jack of all Trades® jobs on the railway,
many of the tasks similar to those performed by canal volunteers.

David has carefully recorded the restoration and was able to show us the
rebuilding to the present, efficient railway which carries thousands of
passengers annually.

Some pictures showed the brilliantly painted little trains contrasting
with the gentle colours of the Welsh hillsides, emphasising the size of the
task that the original engineers undertook.

There was a lively gquestion session at the end of the meeting and several
members showed interest in visiting the railway.

CIVIC TRUST UK 2000.

CANAL RESTORATION and the VOLUNTARY SECTOR - 1992 SURVEY.

If you are a member of Southampton Canal Society and did any voluntary work on
inland waterways in 1991 would you please inform the Chairman (as soon as
possible) on which waterways you worked and for how many days.

KENNET AND AVON CANAL. The Kennet and Avon Canal Trust used their 30th AGHM
to make public the setting up of the next task of the trust - a back pumping
system. This is much needed to resolve the continuing difficulties of water
shortage.

The Trust have agreed with British Waterways the locations and equipment
necessary for the project which aims to recirculate water between Bath and the
Crofton summit, rather than calling for new supplies. The scheme to include a
new pump at Widcombe flight, upgrading of pumps at Bradford-on-Avon and Seend,
and new piping and pump at Caen Hill and between Wootton Kivers and the summit
would cost about £1.8 million.

Az a remainder waterway PBEritish Waterways are unable to allocate funds to
the project so the Trust have announced their intention to "go it alone" and
hope to present their programme by the end of the summer, including plans for
increasing membership, fund raising, sponsorship and possibly assistance fron
European agencies.

KENNET AND AVON WHIRLWIND. On the Saturday of the Whitsun Bank Holiday a
violent but localised whirlwind caused four trees to fall at Dundas. The main
obstruction was a large beech tree that came down about 200 yards east of
Dundas Agueduct trapping about 30 boats on both sides. The towpath
obstructions were cleared on the Sunday and British Waterways, together with
contractors, cleared the navigation channel by Monday afterncon. The
accompanying thunderstorm, temporarily reducing the oxygen in the water, was
responsible for some fish loss.

L.OCK LADDEERS. The 26 lock ladders installed during last winter's stoppage
programme on sections of the Staffs & Worcs and Shropshire Union Canals are
said to have cost £1,200 each as British Waterways continue with their
programme to ensure all locks have ladders as a safety element.




PELICS FREOM THE ITCHEN MAVIGATION by Jeremy de Montfalcon.

Tt was during 1979 that a friend of mine who is an amsteur archaeologist informed me that the Itchen Mavigation near
#inchester was being dredged to ciesr Lhe large tuild-up of silt at the bottos of the camal.

fi 2 keen archaeologist myself ! derided to arrange 2 trip to the cenal with ay metal detector to see what ! might be able
1z find, by rusning my detector over any silt deposits which had beer dredges from canal, [ knew the canal hac been used by
cecple for the last 300 years, so any finds ! might make would no doubt be very interesting indeed,

bhen | arrived at the Itchen Mavigation on ihe outzinrts of Winchester | was amazed to see the whole canal completely
empty of water! Most intriguing of zil was that there wasn't anyone else in the canal with a metal detector. so ! had the
ertirg candl to search for myself

On entering the drained canal m”' my selal detector [ had to be very careful at tiees for there
vere greac of deep mud where one could almost disappesr' 1 proceeded to search near what i1s called
the Tun bridge’, where old coins and other smal! ariefacts might Rave been dropped, by people from
the barges, as they passed under the bridge,

My very first signal was received under 3 large piece of reed that was drooping over the bank AR L N
nt the rana! near to the entrance of the bridge. Digging intc the coft wet clay 1 was immediately Mecs win cemsm, mucme
rewarced with the maost beautiful middie i8th century buckle that I had ever found., {See fig !}, Fig 4,

Carefully placing the buckle in a plastic bag I then soved to the other side of the
bridge whera the dredeer had just removed a large quantity of silt. Tuning my detector !
then scanned an area almost directly under the bridge and received 2 ioud and posttive
signa! on &y heatphones. Digging into the clay ance more I turned up a very parly !$th
comtury lood tohon in zint condition, See fio 7)., B further seareh of the sres nroduced
nothing else except som@ cieces of rubbish.

Far beyond the bridge I could see a large bend in the canal which iooked like 2 good

area where =mall coins and other antiguities might gather.

without wasting any time I started to detect sy way along the muddy banks the pld canal towards the bhend. As !
norgaches the bend sy dﬂ*?’.:: gave # loud buzs on sy headphones, indicating metal below the surface. Excavating the clay wilh
n; t-owel T dug out 3 sssll and long piece of 3 very oid spoon. This was later identified by an archaeclogist at the Minchester
Pussum 3z “Fart of a .-,: r spoon, Brorze with ‘tinned surfece . The stem is eoulded at the end and was joined to the how! of
the socba iwhich was rrta.nl pear ghaped) by 2 volute, which survives. The bow! is eissing. Spoons were mainly used +or eating
#3g% ant the point of the stem for extracting snails from their shells® {See fige T k &),
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faly a few yards away fros the =poon oy detector began buzzing again. This tise 1 disinterred a large round and black
~tetact which T later identified 25 a fairly comson type of undecorated English Medieval Annular brooch dating back to the
LZab-pdth somtury AD of round gection. with a thich blunt ended pin {See fig 5).

ontinuing my search cf the asrea ! then +found a Young
i copper Victorian Farthing from the period 1B3E-1BLO in

fimp epndition and 2 very small Rowan coln in ooor condition. r
Other finds reporied by individual detectorists included l"
three disce made of lead, identified as hale seals. Theze were lr
gbtsched to bales of merchandise such a= wool, They usually A e vaw or fre BROSEHES Fi
Sesr crude designs, including the initials of the merchant and \
sometises also a date. These specimens are relice fron the \ |
cears when the [tchen Havigation was used as a canal, from the ~ o |

bebe 17th tobhe parly 100h contury.
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One lucky detectorist discovered 2 gold guinez close to
4 lock gate directly opposite the bridoe dhere the

he ol
silwzy once ran, near to Hockisy traffic lights. Three other very interesting detector finds included the trigger mechanicm
om a flintlock pistal, a Beorge 11 Cartwhee! penny dated 1797 and an Elizabeth I silver sivpence dating from 1538-1803.

The pldest #ind recorded was part of g prehistoric bronze axe-head dating to the Middle Bronze Age, that 1s, about
1400-900 BE, It is part of a2n ave known 2s 3 "palstave”.

One of the most unusual #inds bo be discovered at the candl was a Holy Coamunion set from the 19th century, which
coneisted of a solid silver wafer tray, chalice ang wine bottle. This was discovered ‘:ur:ef amongst the roots of 2 tree next L0

thg Ttchen Mavigation canal by a metal detectorist from Winchester. One theory ahout how the comsunion set gob there is that it

w33 hplipvad bo have heen stoleq feom 2 nearhy church, secretly buried next to the canal ‘and never -ecovered.
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