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Chairman’s Column
April Meeting
I would like to extend a warm welcome to visitors from
IWA Guildford & Reading Branch who are joining us,
as we welcome Peter Boyce with an evening listening
about his further restoration work being carried out on
Wooden Narrowboats.
Peter last visited us in June 2012 when he detailed his
work on NB Lucy.
Please note that, after our last two meetings at St
Deny’s Hall, this meeting will be held in our normal
venue at Chilworth Parish Hall. Details on back page
or www.sotoncs.org.uk/location.htm

May Meeting
There will be no May Meeting as the hall may be
commandeered for elections.
June Meeting
At our meeting on 5th June, SCS member Gordon
Osborn will tell about the “Ups and Downs of the
South Pennine Ring.” as we look at the canals of that
part of Yorkshire.
It has come some way since the “impossible
restoration” project of a few decades ago. See just
how far at the meeting!
Alan Rose

Grand Western Canal Re-Opens
The Grand Western Canal and towpath was
officially re-opened on 19th March after the
completion of structural repairs to a breached
embankment at Halberton, caused by severe
weather in November 2012.
A group gathered at Swing Bridge for the official
re-opening of the canal by the Chairman of
Devon County Council, Councillor Bernard
Hughes.
The Grand Western Canal suffered a serious
breach of its northern bank in November 2012,
which closed a half-mile stretch of the canal
between Greenway Bridge and Rock Bridge.
After the incident, Devon County Council and its
partners developed a programme of works to
repair the breach and introduce new measures to
reduce the likelihood of a breach in the future.
These new measures included inspections of all
infrastructure along the canal, the installation of a
water level monitoring and alarm system, additional
and improved stop boards and an increase in the
height of the embankment.
There is to be a second phase of works that will be
informed by the results of a detailed hydrological
survey of the canal and the surrounding catchments.
The plan is to construct new sluices and weirs to
further improve the canal’s resistance to breaches

through a greater ability to control water levels.
The works were carried out by contractor South
West Highways Ltd and were finished in time for
the canal’s 200th anniversary celebrations, which
includes the IWA 2014 National Trailboat Festival.
The festival is to be held over the late May Bank
Holiday with the main event at the Mid-Devon
Showground on 24th May and several satellite
events along the length of the canal on the 25th and
26th May.
https://www.waterways.org.uk/news/view?id=92&x[0]=news/list
19 March 2014

New Lease Agreed for Tidal River
THE Crown Estate and the Lymington Harbour
Commissioners have completed a new lease for the
tidal stretch of the Lymington River in Hampshire.
The lease, which will last for 25 years, will facilitate
the ongoing management of some 1600 river moorings,
walk-ashore pontoon moorings and enable the Harbour
Commissioners to further invest in protection works to
secure the long term future of the harbour.
The Lymington Harbour Commissioners were awarded
The Crown Estate Coastal Business Award 2013, in

recognition of the organisation's work to regenerate the
significant intertidal saltmarsh habitats in the area, as
part of its long-term plans to safeguard the harbour’s
future.
The award also reflected the Commissioners' extensive
engagement with the local community in developing its
plans. The Crown Estate provided around £100,000
from its Marine Stewardship Fund towards the
Commissioners’ saltmarsh replenishment scheme.
http://www.towpathtalk.co.uk/news/ 3 March 2014

Membership Subscriptions Reminder
Subscriptions for the year 2014/2015 are due on 1 April. This year the joint subscription is £27 and £16 for
individuals. I would be happy to receive subscriptions at the next meeting. Many thanks.
Gill Herbert, Treasurer & Membership Secretary

Waterways Diary
The following is a list of waterway events taking place within
approximately 50 miles of Southampton. Whilst every effort is
made to ensure the correctness of this information, please check
with the listed contact who will be glad to confirm and supply
further details.
Time
Thu 3 Apr 2014
7.45pm

Organiser

OS grid references and/or postcodes are shown (where known but
not guaranteed) to aid location of the event.
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list
then please contact the editor.

Details

Southampton
CS

Peter Boyce will talk about “The Restoration of Wooden Narrow Boats” to
include the current work on James Loader, Clent and Lucy. This is a Joint
Meeting with IWA Guildford & Reading Branch. Visitors welcome. Chilworth
Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).
Sun 13 Apr 2014 Somersetshire Walk - Stroud led by Patrick Moss. Meet: Layby on A46 south of M4
10.00am
Coal CS
Junction 18 to car-share to Stroud. Nearest postcode BS37 6EJ
(ST757779).
Tue 15 Apr 2014 Kennet &Avon TBA. The Grange Church Hall, Circuit Lane, Southcote, Reading RG30 3HD
7.30 for 7.45pm CT (Reading Br) (SU691719). Entry donation, including K&A members, £2.50 (to help with
expenses).
Wed 16 Apr 2014 Basingstoke CS “Inland Shipping in West Africa” by Dr David Hilling. David is a Vice
8.00pm
President of the IWA and a member of its Freight Group and is UK
representative on the Berlin-based European River Sea Transport Union
and an academic geographer. The Parish Pavilion, Recreation Ground,
Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ (SU974615).
Thu 17 Apr 2014 Somersetshire “The Inclined Planes of the SCC and surrounding area” by Derrick Hunt,
7.30pm
Coal CS
Adrian Tuddenham and Mike Chapman. The Radstock Working Mens' Club,
The Street, Radstock, BA3 3PR (ST688547).
Mon 21 Apr 2014 Portsmouth
Model Boats Endurance Run. A flotilla of model boats from the model boat
12 noon
Model Yacht
clubs of Portsmouth and Chichester will attempt an Endurance Run
Racing Club
starting at the canal basin and heading for Hunston and beyond. How far
will they get? Chichester Canal Basin, PO19 8DT (SU859041).
Sat 26 Apr 2014 Sussex Ouse
A walk to Hamsey Lock to include the two Barcombe Locks and Pikes
2.00pm
Restoration Soc Bridge. Meet in Barcombe - more precise details from Hazel Lintott.
Thu 1 May 2014 Southampton
There will be NO May Meeting: Hall commandeered for possible elections.
CS
Mon 5 May 2014 Wilts & Berks CT Sponsored Walk starting from the Butter Cross, Chippenham, Wiltshire
SN15 3HR (ST921732) to the Bell at Lacock and back (10 miles return).
Minibus available for one way walk. Also photo competition.
Sun 18 May 2014 Somersetshire Walk: The Dorset & Somerset Canal - Coleford to Highbury - led by Derrick
10.00am
Coal CS
Hunt. Meet: at The King’s Head, Underhill, Coleford, BA3 5LU (ST687487)
(but please park elsewhere).
Sun 18 May 2014 Wey & Arun CT Pulborough to Pallingham Small Boat Cruise to demonstrate the right of
2.45pm
navigation on the River Arun as far upstream as Pallingham Quay. Launch
from Pulborough slipway, RH20 2BJ (TQ045184) from 2.45pm to 3.15pm.
Free entry but donations welcome.
Mon 2 Jun 2014 Hampshire
Film and talk about the Royal Naval Cordite Factory, Holton Heath near
7.45pm
Industrial
Poole by Bob Dukes. Underhill Centre, St John the Evangelist Church, St
Archaeology Soc John’s Road, Hedge End, SO30 4AF (SU488125).
Thu 5 Jun 2014
Southampton
SCS member Gordon Osborn with the “Ups & Downs of the South Pennine
7.45pm
CS
Ring.” Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ.
(SU410184).
Sun 8 Jun 2014 Wey & Arun CT The 42nd Annual Poddle - 12 mile sponsored walk (shorter route also
from 9.00am
possible). Start from Shalford Mill, near Guildford, Surrey, GU4 8BS
(TQ001476). Sponsorship form from contact.
Sat-Sun 14-15 Jun Reading Boro
Reading Water Fest. On the River Kennet and in Forbury Gardens (RG1
2014 11.00am- Council /
3BD) (SU718736).
5.00pm
Kennet & Avon
CT
Sun 15 Jun 2014 Somersetshire Open Day - Timsbury, Paulton and Radford to view the remains of the canal
10.00am
Coal CS
basins. Further details from Derrick Hunt.
Sat 21 Jun 2014

Wey & Arun CT

Thu 3 Jul 2014
7.45pm

Southampton
CS

Mon 7 Jul 2014
7.45pm

Hampshire
Industrial
Archaeology Soc
Sat-Sun 26-27 Jul Kennet & Avon
2014 10.00am- CT (Newbury Br)
5.00pm
Thu 7 Aug 2014 Southampton
CS
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Contact
Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email:
alanjrose@btinternet.com

Derrick Hunt: 01225 863066 Email:
derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com Web:
http://www.coalcanal.org
John or Pam Swift: 01189 415540 Email:
swift.john21@gmail.com
David Millett: 01252 617364 Email:
david.millett@basingstoke-canal.org.uk

Derrick Hunt: 01225 863066 Email:
derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com Web:
http://www.coalcanal.org
Adam Killick: 07881955788 Email:
adam.killick@chichestermbc.org

Hazel Lintott: 01444 414413 Email:
info@sxouse.org.uk
Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email:
alanjrose@btinternet.com
Peter Williams: 07745 825916 Web:
http://www.wbct.org.uk/branches/
melksham-calne-and-chippenham/
Derrick Hunt: 01225 863066 Email:
derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com Web:
http://www.coalcanal.org
John F. H. Taylor-Cram: 02392 250463
Email: tractor1936@btinternet.com Web:

www.weyandarun.co.uk/ArunWeyRally2014.pdf

Carol Burdekin: 01962 855200 Email:
info@hias.org.uk
Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email:
alanjrose@btinternet.com
Margaret Darvill: 01483 894606 Email:
poddle@weyandarun.co.uk Web:
www.weyandarun.co.uk/poddle2014.pdf
Reading BC, Events and Festivals
Department: 0118 937 2771 Web:
www.reading.gov.uk/events/details/341/

Derrick Hunt: 01225 863066 Email:
derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com Web:
http://www.coalcanal.org
Southland Lock Open Day and Small Boat Rally on the occasion of the
John F. H. Taylor-Cram: 02392 250463
official opening of Southland Lock (TQ029317) at midday. Boats to launch Email: tractor1936@btinternet.com Web:
http://www.weyandarun.co.uk/SouthlandsLockform.pdf
at Drungewick slipway (TQ059309) 8.30 to 9.00am - entry form from
contact. Free entry – donations always welcome.
AGM followed by Cheese & Wine. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth,
Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email:
Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).
alanjrose@btinternet.com
“Itchen Village, Itchen Ferry and the Diaper family” by Cheryl Butler.
Underhill Centre, St John the Evangelist Church, St John’s Road, Hedge
End, SO30 4AF (SU488125).
Newbury Waterways Festival at Victoria Park, Newbury, RG14 2DW
(SU473673). The main part of the event will be on Sunday.
There will be NO August Meeting: Hall unavailable.
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Carol Burdekin: 01962 855200 Email:
info@hias.org.uk
Graham Smith: Tel: 01635 580356
Email: newbury.secretary@katrust.org.uk
Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email:
alanjrose@btinternet.com
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March Meeting

“Secret Canals of Britain” by Stuart Fisher
Stuart started us off on the Grand Western Canal and the Bridgwater
& Taunton Canal in Devon and Somerset. Then up through Wales
Stuart started us off on the Grand Western Canal and the Bridgwater
& Taunton Canal in Devon and Somerset. Then up through Wales on
the Mon & Brec.

Back down the eastern side through Chesterfield and Staveley Basin,
onto the Cromford Canal, on the A6, with Arkwright’s mills at Crich
& Ambergate.

Some of Stuart’s pictures went back in time as a few of the
waterways that he had ventured on are now linked to the main
system. It was interesting to see waterways that, in their time, were
industrial: areas around Runcorn, Warrington & St Helens
(Pilkington Glass). Seeing coal boats using canal tunnels,
disappearing into the mine on the Bridgwater Canal.

We were all intrigued by the vast number of waterways that Stuart
had covered in his canoe, travelling far afield over the years. All this
experience has led to the publication of his book “Canals of Britain”
ISBN 978-1-4081-8195-9.

Up through Kendal, 8 locks by the M6 at Tewitfield on the Lancaster
Canal, venturing as far north as the Forth & Clyde, the Crinan and
Caledonian Canals in Scotland.

Further down to the Royal Military Canal on Romney Marsh and
Camber Castle which years ago was on the coast.

This meeting was held at the St Deny’s Hall in Old Chilworth, it was
fine and very cosy for twenty-one!
Thank you to David Doulton for using his screen and digital projector
for the evening.
Angela Rose

Stuart also enjoyed the wildlife, seeing urban foxes, stags by Loch
Ness & puffins of Skoma.

M&S volunteers set to tackle beach and canal litter
Marks & Spencer has announced details of this year’s Big Beach
Clean-up, which will tackle the scourge of litter on 95 UK beaches
and 42 canals, including locations that were hit by recent storms.
In partnership with the Marine Conservation Society (MCS) and the
Canal & River Trust, this year's M&S Big Beach Clean-up will take
place between 24 and 30 April with thousands of volunteers –
including M&S customers, employees and volunteers – taking part.
The target is to clear more than last year’s massive haul of 30 tonnes
of litter – the equivalent weight of two double decker buses.
Customers that register in advance atwww.mcsuk.org/foreverfish will
receive a money-off M&S voucher on the day of their beach clean.

Unusual items
Most of the litter collected will be common waste items such as
fishing nets, ropes and bottles tops. However last year M&S beach
and canal cleaners found an array of unusual items including a bath,
coffee maker, HM Prison Service toothbrush and a Freeview box.
Last year over 9,000 people (4,000 M&S employees and 5,000 M&S
customers) volunteered and collected 4,000 bin bags full of litter after
cleaning over 300km of beaches and canals.
Sacha Berendji, director of retail at Marks & Spencer, said: “Our Big
Beach Clean-up 2013 exceeded all expectations and made a
significant impact on local communities. This year our beaches and
canals, and in turn our marine life, need us and our army of
volunteers more than ever before. It’s a fun, outdoor activity and I’m
confident we can go one step further and surpass last year’s litter
haul. And, as an incentive, there’s a £5 money-off voucher for every
customer that gets involved.”

National treasures
Richard Parry, Chief Executive at the Canal & River Trust, adds:

“Our canals are two hundred year-old national treasures that are
enjoyed by millions of people each year.They need looking after.
Litter and debris can be a real problem, polluting water, restricting
use of the canals and towpaths and harming wildlife. That’s why
we’re delighted to be joining forces again with Marks & Spencer and
all the volunteers who take part in the Big Beach Clean-up. The event
will build on the work that is done every day to keep the waterways
in the best possible condition, with this year’s event set to be bigger
and better than ever.”
The M&S Big Beach Clean-up is part of M&S’ Forever Fish
campaign which is funded by the profits from the 5p carrier bag
charge in M&S foodhalls. Since its introduction in 2008, the charge
has reduced carrier bag use by 75 per cent and raised over £6 million
for good causes.
We are very pleased to announce that for the first time M&S
customers will be able to get involved in the clean up at one of our
sites, Vickers St in Manchester. There's a limited number of spaces
available - please register your interest via the link at the bottom of
the page if you would like to join us.
If you’re not near Manchester, or can’t make that date, but are keen
to help out, why not join our Towpath Taskforce teams? We have 56
every month spread around the country. Find the nearest Towpath
Taskforce to you or find other opportunities through our volunteer
search.
In 2013 over 1,000 M&S employees headed down to their local canal
bank to volunteer their time. In addition, and as part of the canal
clean ups, M&S made a financial contribution towards our work to
restore, conserve, enhance and educate people about the nation’s 200
year old network of waterways.
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/ 5 & 27 March 2014

Canal blitz shocks onlookers
Thanks to Ken Froud of our Warwickshire branch for drawing my
attention to this story - Editor.
JAWS dropped at the sight of a canal clean-up between Leamington
and Warwick.
Staggered faces looked on from the banks as a clean-up of a one-anda-half mile stretch of the Grand Union Canal at the weekend saw
more than 50 shopping trolleys and over 30 bicycles dragged from
the water.
The clean-up - organised by the IWA from Clemens Street in
Leamington Old Town to the aqueduct over the River Avon in
Warwick - also produced mattresses, a ladder, a supermarket
advertising banner, traffic cones to roadwork barriers, and sackfuls of
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general litter.
IWA member Brian Bayston said people watching on from the canal
bank could not believe what they were seeing.
Mr Bayston told The Observer: "People were literally staggered they were taking photographs and commenting on the amount in the
boat.
"There was so much in the boat that at one point I had to get up on
the front in order to give directions to those steering the tug (which
was pushing the boat) as they could not see where they were going.

"There was also an additional car trailer full which would not fit on
the boat."
(Continued on page 4)
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SO U THA M PTON CA N A L SO CI E T Y
Established 1967

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, restoration and
development, and to give practical help on waterway projects.
Committee:

President:

David Townley-Jones, Aelred and Sue Derbyshire, Gordon Osborn

Brian Evans.

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster:

Chairman:
Alan Rose, 33 Brackley Way, Totton, Hampshire SO40 3HP. Tel:
02380 675312 Email: alanjrose@btinternet.com

Secretary:
Angela Rose, 33 Brackley Way, Totton, Hampshire SO40 3HP.
Tel: 02380 675312 Email: alanjrose@btinternet.com

Treasurer & Membership Secretary
Gill Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire,
SO53 1TB. Tel: 02380 262365. Email: p_herbert1@sky.com

Peter Oates, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford,
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH. Tel: 01327 341798.
Email: scs@sotoncs.org.uk

Meetings:
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm (see Waterways
Diary). Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ.
OS Grid Ref: SU410184.
Society Website: http://www.sotoncs.org.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthamptonCanalSociety

“Susan” and Six
Concluding our story by John Silman about his introduction to the
English canal system in 1963.
On Thursday we soon passed through the two looks at Hack Green
and a little later passed four working boats being handled by a family.
It was obvious from a very long way off that they were carrying
artificial fertiliser! I asked the steersman of the leading craft what his
draft was. He replied “Three foot three inches”. As the average depth
of the canal appeared to us to be about three feet we considered this
to be nothing short of miraculous. That evening saw us moored safely
at Nantwich Basin End. A council of war decided that we would, in
order to give us a little more time, moor for two nights here and visit
Chester by bus on Friday. Our Chester visit can be summed up in two
short sentences. It rained all day. We ate the biggest cold lunch I have
ever seen.
Saturday morning saw us going a little further down the canal to the
nearest winding point and then beginning to retrace our steps. We
stopped in Audlem for a cup of coffee in the morning and Tony and I
were detailed to buy the meat. The local butchery was presided over
by a very rotund gentleman in the usual striped apron. After
inspecting various cuts we purchased what was undoubtedly the
finest piece of beef in the whole of Cheshire and in fact may well
have been half an ox! We moored that evening just above Adderley
Top Lock because the “book of words” said that it was only half a
mile to the village. After walking what seemed two or three miles we
discovered to our horror that the village consisted of about a dozen
houses, no shop and, worst of all, no pub, a dreadful thing to find
when your tongue is nearly resting on your boots! I finally found that
the little kiosk in the forecourt of the local garage also did duty as the
village shop and post office but on questioning the proprietor could
not even provide us with a bottle of lemonade and there was still
about two miles to walk back.
On Sunday we travelled leisurely along, lunching off the magnificent
piece of beef at Tyrley and mooring overnight opposite the British
Waterways Yard at Norbury Junction. Considerable amusement was
afforded to a great number of anglers during this afternoon when I
inadvertently knocked the mop overboard, the merriment being
caused by our efforts to manoeuvre Susan astern for about 100 yards
in order to retrieve the offending mop. If you have never tried
backing a narrow boat, take my advice, don’t.
We had retraced our route rather more quickly than we had
anticipated so reaching Autherley Junction on Monday evening we
decided to go up the Staffs & Worcs Canal to Great Haywood on

Tuesday. After travelling Telford’s straight main line the windings of
Brindley’s earlier waterway we found much more difficult, although
the morning’s proceedings were enlivened when we met “a
gentleman of the towpath” who was enjoying a shave in “pure cold
canal water” under one of the accommodation bridges. Narrowly
avoiding disaster in the shape of three British Waterways hire
cruisers being sadly mishandled by a crowd of young teenagers we
arrived at Gailey Top Lock. Whipping Susan smartly into the lock
down we went only to discover the lock much too narrow at the
bottom to allow our well built lady to get out. Neither corsets nor
curses would shift her so sadly we locked back up, reversed out and
turned round. Luckily there is a winding point right by the lock or
heaven knows what we would have done. To make up for our
disappointment it was decided we go ashore and dine in style so Tony
and I were despatched (again) to order dinner at the nearest hotel
which advertised meals, this being about two miles up the main road.
Innocently we asked the buxom and fierce-looking proprietress for
the Menu only to be told “We can’t get the staff so we are not doing
meals”. Sadly we returned but were cheered to hear the girls say
“Never mind, we will cook the chicken we bought today”, so with a
bottle of wine to keep it company we dined on chicken to the
accompaniment of the biggest thunderstorm we had heard in years.
Next day we returned through the Wolverhampton Flight towards
Birmingham, spending the night near Coseley Tunnel. By Thursday
lunchtime we arrived at Gas Street Basin, Birmingham. This belying
its name is a delightfully quiet mooring right in the heart of
Birmingham, Broad Street passes almost overhead, two minutes walk
takes you to the heart of the City, yet at night no sound of traffic can
be heard. About 5.30 the following morning I had a dream - I dreamt
a horse drawn boat passed by but when rising later there were hoof
marks in the towpath and at midday the horse, for it was real enough,
returned from its journey to Dudley and what a pleasant sight it was
in this mechanised age.
Friday lunchtime we set off on the last lap of our journey back to
Tardebigge. That evening we returned to Tardebigge and on the
following morning somewhat regretfully returned our craft to its
owner.
Would we do it again? I speak only for myself. Pass me Stanford’s
Map of Inland Waterways, please. I wonder where we will go this
year?

Canal Blitz (Continued from page 3)

many boaters who enjoy the canal."
Over 80 volunteers took part in the clean-up on Sunday March 9. All
who helped were thanked for their efforts, including the Leamington
Army cadets, students from Warwick University, a Warwick youth
group, and local residents.
All the metal collected will be going to a recycling centre.

IWA branch chairman Richard Sanders said: "We have an important
green corridor for wildlife and it needs to be looked after.
"On previous clean-ups we have pulled out motorbikes, which pollute
the water with oil and petrol, but all rubbish is a potential danger to
bird and fish life.
"Trolleys, bikes and other rubbish can also pose a problem to the
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John Silman
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