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Southampton Canal  Society 

Time Gentlemen (and Ladies) Please! 
Please don’t forget, as from this month we are 
planning to start all our meetings at the advertised 
time of 7.45pm – so don’t be late, assuming that we 
will be starting at 8pm! 

Day-Star Theatre 
Just to remind members 
that ‘Day-Star Theatre’ 
will be making their 
final visit to the Society 
next month when they 
will be presenting 
‘Taking a Chance’. A 
synopsis of this play was published in our August 
Newsletter. We hope for a sell-out performance again, 
so don’t delay, contact our Secretary Eric Lewis 
(details elsewhere in this Newsletter) for your tickets 
at £4 each, which includes a light supper after the 
performance. 

Society Outings 
Members will recall that we have been discussing two 
possible outings. We are indebted to member, 
Maureen Greenham, who has organised a combined 

tour of Gales Brewery at Horndean and a boat trip on 
“Egremont” on the Chichester Canal. Full details 
are given below.  We will be examining the 
possibility of arranging a proposed visit to the Weald 
& Downland Open Air Museum next Spring.  

Former Sales Stand Stock 
As members are aware, the surplus stock remaining 
from our former sales stand will be used for raffle 
prizes. However, it will still be possible to purchase 
items direct. See details on the last page of this 
Newsletter. 

Refreshments Rota 
Many thanks to those members who have volunteered 
to assist with our monthly refreshments. I 
understand from Gill that we are now OK up to and 
including December. However, please do not forget 
that, in due course, we will be looking for volunteers 
for January 2005 onwards! 

“How Clean is Your House?” 
Further to the item in the Chairman’s Column in the 
August Newsletter, see the item on page 5 of this 
Newsletter. 

Paul Herbert 

Chairman’s Column 

Maureen Greenham has organised a combined tour of 
Gales Gales Brewery at Horndean and a boat trip on 
“Egremont” on the Chichester Canal for Friday 1st 
October 2004. 
George Gale & Co Ltd is Hampshire’s leading family 
brewer having been founded at Horndean in 1847. 
Their brewery tours provide the 
visitor with the chance to 
discover the heritage behind the 
traditional art of brewing. After 
a short audio-visual 
presentation, visitors can savour 
the smells of traditional brewing 
at its best and be lured  by the 
wholesome aroma of yeast, hops 
and winter sown barleys as they are shown the 300ft 
brewery well, the mill room, the mash tun, copper 
and open wooden fermenting vessels. After a stop in 
the cellar visitors make their way to the Old 

Hopstore. Here amidst a fine collection of old 
photographs and brewery memorabilia, Gales’ prize-
winning brews and Old Country wines ensure 
visitors’ taste buds don’t go away disappointed. 
The Chichester Canal is four miles long and could 
take vessels up to 150 tons. It was opened in 1822 as 
part of the Portsmouth & Arundel Canal. The last 
commercial cargo was carried in 1906. The canal is 
now owned by West Sussex County Council and is 
leased by the Chichester Ship Canal Trust. The 12-
seater narrow boat “Egremont” operates from 
Chichester Basin offering the chance to view 
approximately 2 miles of the canal. 
The brewery tour takes about 2 to 2½ hours and the 
boat trip takes approximately 1¼ hours.  
As the “Egremont” can accommodate only 12 

(Continued on page 5) 

Society Outing 
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Thirty-one members and six guests attended the 
Society’s 37th Annual General Meeting held at the 
Chilworth Parish Hall on Thursday, 29 July 2004. 
This was an excellent attendance, considering that 
August tends to be our quietest month, when many 
members are on holiday. The AGM was chaired by 
our Chairman, Paul Herbert, whilst our President, 
Brian Evans, officiated during the election of the 
officers and committee. 
The meeting followed the usual procedure. With the 
exception of the Treasurer and Membership Secre-
tary’s Report and the 2003/04 Accounts, which were 
tabled at the meeting, as part of the August Newslet-
ter, all other documentation had been provided to 
members with the July Newsletter. 
The Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer & Member-
ship Secretary presented their reports on activities 
over the past year. The Chairman commented upon 
the previous year’s successful programme which had 
seen excellent speakers talking on a wide variety of 
subjects, and a number of enjoyable special events. 
Membership was on the increase and high atten-
dances at our monthly meetings had been very 
encouraging. Publicity via the Newsletter, the Web-
site and the specialist waterways magazines had been 
very valuable. The Society’s financial position re-
mained strong, though the organisation would be 
facing a number of challenges during the new finan-
cial year. The Committee had continued to work well 
together and provide valuable support. The Chairman 
thanked the many members of the Society who made 
things happen and without whom the Society would 
not be able to operate. In conclusion, the Society could 
look forward to another successful year. The Secre-
tary commented on the past year’s programme and on 
the future year, speakers already having been booked 
up to April 2005. The Treasurer & Membership Sec-
retary submitted the Society’s unaudited accounts for 
the year ended 31 March 2004. Income from subscrip-
tions and the monthly raffle had increased and the 
2003 visit by ‘Day-Star Theatre’ had been financially 
successful, as well as enjoyable. The report detailed 
the donations made to predominantly waterways 
societies during the year. Overall, we had had a suc-
cessful financial year with a balance of approximately 
£1,400 being carried forward into the new financial 
year. 
Faced with increasing costs for speakers, hall hire, 
and the forthcoming loss of sponsorship of the News-
letter, the Committee had recommended to the AGM 
that an across the board increase of £2 be made to all 
membership subscription categories. However, after a 
lengthy discussion at the AGM, an amendment was 
approved raising subscriptions by £3 in respect of 
2004/05. Therefore, the family membership subscrip-
tion is now £16 whilst that for individuals is £12. 

Coming to the election of officers and committee, the 
existing incumbents were returned unanimously and, 
in addition, an additional committee member was 
elected, as follows:- 

Peter Oates confirmed that he was willing to continue 
editing the Society’s monthly Newsletter and act as 
Webmaster. 
To conclude the AGM the President took the 
opportunity to place on record his appreciation of the 
valuable work carried out for the Society by its 
officers and committee. 
Following the completion of the AGM and the 
subsequent refreshments break we were entertained 
by a very enjoyable video showing Society members’ 
the Fry Family and friends cruising the Caldon Canal 
during very seasonal weather conditions between last 
Christmas and the New Year. We accompanied them 
up the canal from its junction with the Trent & 
Mersey to Froghall, with a side excursion on the 
restored Churnet Valley Steam Railway, which 
follows the canal and the River Churnet from 
Cheddleton to Froghall. Ice and snow were much in 
evidence on the Caldon but it was not until their boat, 
‘Onyx’ returned to the main line in Stoke, and moored 
up for their last night before returning to Stoke-on-
Trent Marina, that we saw real ice which proved 
difficult to break through, particularly in reverse. 
However, they made it safely back into the sanctuary 
of the marina after what was obviously an 
exhilarating and enjoyable trip. 
Tony finished off the evening with some photographs 
showing the restoration works in progress on locks 1 
and 2 at the beginning of the old and long disused 
branch to Uttoxeter, which used to leave the Caldon 
beyond Froghall Tunnel. That branch closed in the 
1840s and much of its course was taken over for the 
building of the North Staffordshire Railway line to 
Uttoxeter. There is now a ‘race’ between the canal 
restorers and the Churnet Valley Steam Railway, to 
see which organisation can ‘reclaim’ the track. 
Many thanks to the Fry family and friends, and 
particularly to Tony and Dave, for a very entertaining 
evening.  

Paul Herbert 

August Meeting 
The Society’s 2004 Annual General Meeting 

Chairman Paul Herbert 
Vice-Chairman Laura Sturrock 
Secretary Eric Lewis 
Treasurer & 
Membership Secretary 

Laura Sturrock 

Committee Members Peter Oates 
 Martin Cripps 
 David Townley-Jones 
 Paul Taylor 
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WATERWAYS DIARY 
The following is a list of waterway events taking 
place within approximately 50 miles of Southampton.  
Hopefully you can find something to interest you. 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the correctness 
of this information, please check with the listed 
contact who will be glad to supply further details of 
that event.  If YOU know of an event taking place 
that should be in this list then contact the editor. 

Time Organiser Details Contact 
Thu 2 Sep 2004 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

The Wisbech and Upwell Tramway and Wisbech Canal by Andrew 
Ingram. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Fri 10 to Sun 19 
Sep 2004 

 Southampton Boat Show. 01784 223600 

Sun 12 Sep 2004 Chichester Ship 
CT 

Civic Trust Heritage Open Day - Poyntz Swing Bridge. Accessible to the 
public from 10.00am to 4.00pm. Bridge is 300 yards south of Canal Basin. 

01243 771363 (Canal Basin) 

Thu 16 Sep 2004 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

Waterways videos on the big screen. At the Three Crowns, Whaddon near 
Salisbury. 

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841 or 
Ron & Myra Glover: 01722 710322 
email: ronmyra.glover@virgin.net 

Sat 18 - Sun 19 
Sep 2004 

Basingstoke 
Canal Boat Club 

Boat gathering at Fox & Hounds, Fleet, Basingstoke Canal Basingstoke Canal Authority: 01252 
370073; Mr D Venn: 01252 668697 

Sun 19 Sep 2004 IWA Solent & 
Arun Branch 

Beaulieu River - Indian Summer Cruise. Launch Bucklers Hard at 12:30. Bring 
picnic lunches and parasols. Recovery around 16:00. 

Pete Boyce: 02392 269642 e-mail 
pete@greensleeves.freeserve.co.uk 

Thu 23 Sep 2004 Wey & Arun CT Walk from Onslow Arms, Loxwood (on Surrey/Sussex border) to 
Drungewick winding hole 

Don Gibson: 01903 201375 

Sun 26 Sep 2004 Scout Association Canal Canoe Challenge from Dogmersfield to Odiham 01256 762951 
Sun 26 Sep 2004 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

Walk - Claverton Pump Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 

Wed 29 Sep 2004 
7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

The Thames and K & A at war - W P King. The Stone Building , Newbury 
Wharf. 

01380 721279 

Fri 1 Oct 2004 Southampton 
CS 

Daytime tour of Gales Brewery, Horndean and boat trip on the 
Chichester Canal. See article elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

Maureen Greenham: 023 8040 
6951 e-mail:  
maureen.greenham@tesco.net 

Thu 7 Oct 2004 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

'Day-Star Theatre' with their 2004 production 'Taking a Chance'. 
Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Sun 17 Oct 2004 
10.45am 

IWA Solent & 
Arun Branch 

Guided walk along Itchen Navigation from Winchester to Bishopstoke. Guide: 
Peter Oates.  Meet at Winchester Railway Station. 

Andy Berncastle: 023 80273599 

Sun 17 Oct 2004 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

Walk - Devizes Lock Flight Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 

Wed 27 Oct 2004 
7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

The Gunpowder Plot - Richard Thomas. The Stone Building , Newbury 
Wharf. 

01380 721279 

Thu 28 Oct 2004 Wey & Arun CT Walk from Onslow Arms, Loxwood (on Surrey/Sussex border)  Don Gibson: 01903 201375 

Thu 4 Nov 2004 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

'The Thames Creeks' by Roger Squires. Chilworth Parish Hall, 
Chilworth, Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Thu 18 Nov 2004 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

Eric Lewis on "Little & Large in the North West." Huddersfield Narrow, 
Manchester Ship Canal, River Weaver. At Three Crowns, Whaddon. 

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841 or 
Ron & Myra Glover: 01722 710322 
email: ronmyra.glover@virgin.net 

Thu 18 Nov 2004 
7.30pm 

IWA Avon & 
Wilts Branch 

Birmingham & Black Country Canals - Ron Cousens. Riverside Inn, Saltford 
Marina. 

Geoff Harman: 0117 9623812 

Thu 2 Dec 2004 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

Inter-Society Waterways Quiz and American Supper. Chilworth 
Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Thu 9 Dec 2004 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

Christmas meal at the Fox & Goose, Coombe Bissett. Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841 or 
Ron & Myra Glover: 01722 710322 
email: ronmyra.glover@virgin.net 

Thu 6 Jan 2005 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

Members' Photographic Evening and Competition. Chilworth Parish 
Hall, Chilworth, Southampton 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Thu 3 Feb 2005 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

'Venturing into Germany' with Ron & Myra Glover. Chilworth 
Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Thu 3 Mar 2005 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

Eric and Sue Lewis on "Little & Large in the North West." 
Huddersfield Narrow, Manchester Ship Canal, River Weaver. 
Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Thu 7 Apr 2005 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

The Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal with Cliff Penny. 
Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

    
Fri 9 Apr to Sun 
26 Sep 2004 
10.30am - 5.00pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

Crofton Pumping Station Open Days (see below for Steaming Days). Adults 
£3.00, Seniors £2.50, Children £1.00 (under 5 free), Families (2 adults, 2 
children) £7.00 

Tel: 01672 870300. Email: 
enquiries@CroftonBeamEngines.org 
Web: www.croftonbeamengines.org/ 

Apr - Sep 2004 Kennet & Avon 
CT 

Crofton Pumping Station Steaming Days on 10-12 Apr, 1-3 May, 29-31 May, 
26-27 Jun, 24-25 Jul, 28-30 Aug, 25-26 Sep 2004 (10.30am - 5.00pm). Adults 
£4.50, Seniors £3.50, Children £1.00 (under 5 free), Families (2 adults, 2 
children) £10.00 

Tel: 01672 870300. Email: 
enquiries@CroftonBeamEngines.org 
Web: www.croftonbeamengines.org/ 

Every Sun, Wed & 
Bank Holiday until 
31 Oct 2004 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

Claverton Pumping Station. Open 10.00am - 5.00pm. Telephone for pumping 
days. 

Tel: 01225 483001. Email: 
enquiries@claverton.org Web: 
www.claverton.org/ 

Every 1st & 3rd 
Sun until 3 Oct 
2004 

Surrey & 
Hampshire Canal 
Cruises 

‘John Pinkerton’ - Public 2½ hour trips from Colt Hill Wharf, Odiham at 
2.30pm. Adult £6, Child (under 16) £3, Senior £5. Pre-booking advisable. 

Marion Gough: 01962 713564 (10am - 
8pm). Web: www.s-h-c-c.co.uk  

(continued on page 6) 

mailto:ronmyra.glover@virgin.net
mailto:pete@greensleeves.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:maureen.greenham@tesco.net
mailto:ronmyra.glover@virgin.net
mailto:ronmyra.glover@virgin.net
mailto:enquiries@CroftonBeamEngines.org
www.croftonbeamengines.org/
mailto:enquiries@CroftonBeamEngines.org
www.croftonbeamengines.org/
mailto:enquiries@claverton.org
www.claverton.org/
www.s-h-c-c.co.uk
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Snippets from Here and There 
Cotswold Cash 
The restoration of the Cotswold Canals has taken a huge leap forward. BW’s bid, on behalf of the Cotswold 
Canals Partnership, to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for £11.3m towards the £25m project to restore six 
miles of waterway from The Ocean at Stonehouse on the Stroudwater Navigation in the west to Brimscombe 
Port, east of Stroud, on the Thames & Severn Canal, has received  Stage 1 Approval. 
As part of the project, the Partnership will also acquire the remaining four miles of the Stroudwater 
Navigation between Stonehouse and Saul Junction. The project will ensure the protection of the historic 
structures of the waterways, open a 10 mile multi-user trail and prepare the way for connecting the restored 
phase one section with the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal in the future. 
The £25m phase one project is planned to: 

 Conserve 30 historic structures; 
 Create new wildlife habitats, helping to protect rare species including bats, water voles and native 

crayfish; 
 Lead to the direct regeneration of 12 hectares of brownfield land; 
 Attract over 215,000 extra visitor-days a year by 2014; 
 Create over 1,200 permanent jobs by 2014; 
 Create a 10 mile multi-user trail for walkers, anglers, cyclists, wheelchair users and pushchairs; 
 Facilitate 50 education and interpretation projects. 

BW and the Partnership now have a year to complete the planning of the works and to secure formal 
commitments for the remaining match funding, before the Lottery Fund is able to consider final approval of 
the grant. If all this proceeds to plan, then works on the ground might start towards the end of 2005, or early 
2006. 
Waterscape.com 
Waterscape.com, BW’s online guide to enjoying Britain’s inland waterways, celebrated its first birthday on 1 
July. During the year the website has had over 750,000 visitors and built up 10,000 pages of information on 
canals and rivers, waterway services and places to visit. There’s information on 250 waterways, 200 walks, 
over 1,000 waterway businesses, as well as holidays and many, many attractions. Visit www.waterscape.com 
to see what information the site offers 
Your Country(side) Needs You! 
A national waterway wildlife survey got under way in August and everyone’s help is needed. BW is asking 
everyone to report on the wildlife they see on their local waterway. The information will be added to a species 
database which records the biodiversity of the waterways and is used to help plan the management and 
protection of the wildlife. Visit www.waterscape.com/wildlife and download details. 
New IWA Appointments 
The IWA has announced the appointment of the Viscountess Knollys and Paul Wagstaffe as new Vice-
Presidents of the Association. Sheelin Knollys is Chairman of The Inland Waterways Amenity Advisory 
Council (IWAAC) whilst Paul Wagstaffe retired as BW’s Customer Relations Manager at the end of March 
2003, when he was made an Honorary Life Member of the IWA. 

Paul Herbert 
(With acknowledgements to “BW Monthly” July 2004 and IWA Head Office Bulletin, August 2004) 

Basingstoke Canal - Summer Water Levels 
Unfortunately water levels on the Canal have dropped to the extent where it is now necessary (5th August 
2004) to close the Deepcut, Brookwood and St John’s flights of locks. Ash Lock will remain open for use, but 
only between 9am and 4pm after which the gates will be sealed to ensure water is not lost overnight. 
It is standard practice to close the lock flights when water levels are low so that water can be retained in the 
majority of the Canal for the benefit of users and wildlife. Boats can still enter the Canal as far as Woking or 
use the 15 miles of Canal from Deepcut to Greywell. Water levels will continue to be monitored and the 
flights reopened as soon as they are high enough to sustain normal usage. Further information from the 
Basingstoke Canal Authority on 01252 370073 or www.basingstoke-canal.co.uk 

www.waterscape.com
www.waterscape.com/wildlife
www.basingstoke-canal.co.uk
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How clean is your house(boat)? 
 
 
Kim Woodburn and Aggie Mackenzie are two 
names to strike fear into the hearts of anyone 
even the tiniest bit slovenly. 
They recently gave the fur-trimmed Marigolds 
treatment to a houseboat at Cropredy on the 
Oxford Canal for a How Clean is your House? 
show to be broadcast later on Channel 4. 
Safety advisor, South East Waterways, Andy 
Price and waterway supervisor Jane Marriott 
(pictured right with Kim and Aggie) were on 
hand to make sure all went smoothly. 

With acknowledgements to “BW Monthly” June 2004 

THE WEY AND ARUN PODDLE TO A RECORD DAY 
238 supporters of the Wey & Arun Canal Trust walked 12 miles on Sunday, 13th June taking part in the 
"Poddle". The Poddle is the annual fund raising event of the Trust who are restoring the Wey and Arun Canal 
through Surrey and Sussex. In glorious summer weather the walkers left The Wharf, Newbridge (near 
Wisborough Green) and ended some four hours later after a lunch break at Kirdford.  
Trust Treasurer Jim Phillips said "Over £12,380 has been raised. Our sights are set to cross the main B2133 
road at Loxwood which will mean that the restored canal can reach the restored Devils Hole lock and 
beyond".  
Organiser Jo Beagles with more than 55 volunteers around the route acting as marshals and manning the 4 
refreshment stops, expressed her thanks to all who had helped on the day.  
This was the Wey & Arun's 32nd annual sponsored walk and the route took in a new path by Malham Lock. 

Wey & Arun Canal Trust Press Release 

(Continued from page 1) 
passengers, Maureen has booked the boat for two 
trips: one in the morning at 11.30am, the other at 
2.30pm. She has also booked 12 places on each of two 
brewery tours at 10.30am and 2.30pm. The morning 
brewery tour ends at between 12.30 and 1.00pm and 
the morning boat trip ends at about 12.45pm. So, it 
will be possible for all members on the outing to lunch 
together at Horndean from 
about 1.15pm as the distance 
from Chichester is about 16½ 
miles via the A27 and A3(M). 
The landlady of the Ship & 
Bell (next door to the brewery) 
will do a buffet (not individual 
orders) for tours at £4.75 
which includes sandwiches, 
sausage rolls, mini scotch 
eggs, potato wedges, crisps 
and peanuts. 

It has been usual on the last few Society outings for 
participants to make their own way to the venues by 
car as the cost of coach hire these days is too great. 
People without transport or who don't wish to drive 
that far could have a lift with others. Maureen is 
willing to put members wishing to have a lift in touch 
with those willing to drive. 
As the brewery tour costs £4.50 and the boat trip 

£3.50, the cost for the whole 
day will be £12.75 including 
the buffet. Those not wishing 
to have the buffet lunch may 
book at the cost of £8.00. 
As the outing is restricted to a 
maximum of 24 people, please 
contact Maureen Greenham 
on 023 8040 6951 or e-mail 
maureen.greenham@tesco.net 
without delay. 

Society Outing 

mailto:maureen.greenham@tesco.net
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The following article from the 
Leamington Spa Courier was sent to 
us by members Ken & Margaret 
Froud.  Thanks. 
PLANS to allow boats to sail up the 
River Avon from Stratford to the 
Grand Union Canal would damage 
the waterway's ecology, councillors 
have decided. 
People clapped and cheered as 
members of Warwickshire County 
Council's environment and rural 
affairs overview and scrutiny 
committee voted unanimously 
against the scheme at Shire Hall on 
Monday. 
Councillors spent six months asking 
various people what they thought of 
the idea, culminating in a marathon 
two-day meeting at the end of June. 
They left their decision until this 
week. 
Legal advisor Ian Marriott told 
councillors on Monday they could 
support, oppose or await further 
information on the project. 
He said: "The officers suggest you are 
in a position to reach a firm view in 
principle because it is indubitable the 

character of the river environment 
would change." 
Regeneration projects manager John 
Ridgely said: "Some shallow areas 
will be lost and the ecology would he 
changed. 
"Creatures used to shallow water 
would give way to deeper water 
ones." 
More than 700 people contacted the 
council about the Upper Avon 
Navigation Trust's proposals and 60 
per cent were against the plans. 
Councillors agreed. 
Coun Andy Marshall (Lab, 
Leamington Clarendon) said: "The 
big issue for me is the effect such a 
change would have on the ecology of 
that area." 
Coun Eithne Goode (LibDem, 
Leamington Manor) said: "British 
Waterways, although neutral, said it 
has no plans to become a supporter 
unless there is significant and 
demonstrable public support for 
doing so. 
"That's the catch. Consultation shows 
there is not. As a local councillor I 

have been elected by that public and 
I can only respond by saying I do not 
support this scheme. If I did 
otherwise I would be letting down the 
electorate." 
Coun Gordon Collett (Con, 
Dunchurch) said the river had been 
the same 'since the last ice age' and 
damage done quickly would take a 
long time to repair. 
He said: "I came with an open mind 
because it didn't affect me but I 
quickly had my mind made up for 
me. 
"My analysis was that it would 
benefit a few at the expense of many. 
This has gone on for years, costing 
money every time it rears its head. It 
is time to put it to bed." 
The committee's recommendation 
will now go forward to the council's 
decision-making cabinet which will 
discuss the matter on September 16. 
It will be up to the government to 
decide if the project, which has been 
discussed for 30 years, should go 
ahead under a Public Works Act. 

With acknowledgements to the Leamington 
Spa Courier 23-07-04 

County in unanimous vote against river plan 
BY RACHEL EXTANCE 

The Inland Waterways Association (IWA) today 
reaffirmed its support for extending navigation on the 
Warwickshire Avon from the present head of navigation 
above Stratford-on-Avon, to the Grand Union Canal in 
the Warwick and Leamington Spa area. The Association 
also expressed disappointment at the recommendation of 
Warwickshire County Council's Environment and Rural 
Affairs Overview and Scrutiny Committee, on 19th July, 
that the county should not support either the principle 
of opening the higher reaches of the river Avon to 
navigation nor the creation of a navigable link between 
the river and the Grand Union Canal in the Warwick or 
Leamington Spa area. 
The decision, which is part of an on-going consultation 
process not due for completion until September, is not 
only a setback for waterway supporters such as the 
Upper Avon Navigation Trust and the new Stratford and 
Warwick Waterway Trust, but is also contrary to the 
government's policy document Waterways for Tomorrow. 
Ian Fletcher, chairman of IWA's Warwickshire Branch, 
commented, "The extension of navigation would allow 
greater public access to a beautiful part of the 
Warwickshire countryside, offer opportunities to create 
and enhance wildlife sites, and to add a significant link 

to a chain of long-distance footpaths. As with other 
waterway developments, it would provide quantifiable 
benefits to the local economy." 
He added, "Objections to the concept - mainly on 
environmental and riparian security grounds - are 
perceived, rather than real, because no detailed scheme 
has been published. However, as the format of the public 
hearings that preceded the committee's decision did not 
allow for supporters and objectors of the proposals to 
question each other's assertions, a number of objectors' 
misconceptions were carried through into the decision 
making process unchallenged." 
Vaughan Welch, chairman of IWA's Restoration 
Committee, said, "IWA offers on-going support to its 
corporate members Upper Avon Navigation Trust and 
Stratford and Warwick Waterway Trust, and all those 
who wish to turn a thirty-year-old dream into reality. 
IWA will carefully examine the Council's concerns about 
development of the river Avon, and consider how any 
foreseen problems and adverse environmental impacts 
can be resolved or mitigated." 

IWA Press Release 30-07-04 

IWA PLEDGES CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR THE PRINCIPLE OF 
EXTENDING NAVIGATION ON THE WARWICKSHIRE AVON  
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N/B NUTFIELD 

Top left: Nutfield at Braunston on 3 
June 2004 with a newly fitted 
bottom. 
Left & below: The same boat east of 
Braunston Tunnel on 6 August 2004. 
Above: The brass now needs a good 
clean. 
Bottom left: Nutfield passes Norton 
Junction on 6 August 2004. 
Centre: Some roses in the 
enginehole. 
To see these photos in colour, visit 
our website at 
www.whitenap.plus.com 

Photos: © Laura Sturrock and 
Peter Oates 2004 

www.whitenap.plus.com
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Meetings: 
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm. 
Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton. 

President: 
Brian Evans. 

Chairman: 
Paul Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford, 
Hampshire, SO53 1TB.  Tel: 023 8026 2365. 
Email: PaulLHerbert@aol.com 

Secretary: 
Eric Lewis, 51 Friars Croft, Calmore, Southampton, 
SO40 2SS.  Tel: 023 8086 0384 
E-mail: sue.eric.lewis@ukonline.co.uk 

Treasurer & Membership Secretary: 
Laura Sturrock, 27 Northlands Road, Romsey, Hampshire, 
SO51 5RU.  Tel 01794 517614 
Email: laura.sturrock@hjsgroup.co.uk 

Committee: 
Martin Cripps,  Peter Oates,  David Townley-Jones 

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster: 
Peter Oates, 27 Northlands Road, Romsey, Hampshire, 
SO51 5RU.  Tel 01794 517614 
Email: peter@whitenap.plus.com 

Newsletter distributed by: 
Hunt Johnston Stokes, Chartered Accountants, 12-14 
Carlton Place, Southampton, SO15 2EA.  Tel: 023 8023 
4222 

Society Website: 
http://www.whitenap.plus.com 

To save space, this feature is now fully incorporated in the 
Waterways Diary (see page 3). 

SOUTHAMPTON CANAL SOCIETY 
Established 1967 

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals 
and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, 

restoration and development, and to give practical help on 
waterway projects. 

FORTHCOMING SOCIETY EVENTS 

Sale of Surplus Sales Stand 
Items 
Amongst the former Sales Stand stock we have the 
following items for disposal:- 

 Various GEOprojects Waterways Maps 
including the Basingstoke, Kennet & Avon, 
Oxford, Grand Union, Shropshire Union, 
Llangollen & Montgomery, Coventry & Ashby, 
Staffs & Worcs, Trent & Mersey, Lee & Stort, 
Macclesfield & Peak Forest, Worcester & 
Birmingham, Caledonian, and the Broads.  

 Society 30th Anniversary Sweatshirt – Grey 
(Medium). 

 Society Tee Shirts – Navy Blue (Medium). 
 Society Shopper Bag. 
 Society Membership Badges. 
 Canal Miniatures. 

For details of prices and up to date availability, 
please see me at any Society meeting. 

Paul Herbert 

Every Sat, Sun & 
Bank Holiday until 
31 Oct 2004 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

‘Rose of Hungerford’ - Public return trips, lasting from 1½ to 2 hours, from 
Hungerford Wharf at 2.30pm. Also on Weds at 11.30am until end September. 
Adult £5 Seniors £4 Child £3 Family £14 

Richard and Diana: 01488 683389 

Every Sun until 
end Sept 2004 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

‘Kenavon Venture’ - 90 minute public trips at 2.00pm from Devizes Wharf. 
Adult £3 Child £2 and under 5's free. 

01380 728504 

Every Wed, Sat, 
Sun, Bank Holiday 
until 31 Oct 2004 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

N/b Barbara McLellan - Trips from Bradford on Avon at 11.30am (not Weds) 
and 2.00pm. Some tickets can be booked in advance or turn up 30 minutes 
before the trip. 

01225 868683 
E-mail: Westwiltsbook@aol.com 

Every Sun & Bank 
Holiday until 31 
Oct 2004 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

N/b Jubilee - Trips from Brassknocker Basin Visitor Centre at 12.00 noon to 
Claverton return 2.00pm and depart 2.30pm to Avoncliff return 5.45pm. Also 
Tue afternoons until 17 Sept. Claverton - Adult £5 Senior & Child £4 and 
under 6’s free. Avoncliff - Adult £6 Senior & Child £5 and under 6’s free. 

Mike Kelham: 01749 850169 Web: 
www.bath-narrowboat-trips.co.uk 

Sat 27 Nov to Fri 
24 Dec 2004 

Chichester Ship 
CT 

Father Christmas Boat Trips from Chichester Basin. Adults & Children £7.00. 
Advanced booking absolutely essential. 

Alison Slaney: 01243 536933 from 18 
Oct 2004 from 9.00am to 7.00pm 

Sat 4 to Thu 23 
Dec 2004 

Basingstoke 
Canal Authority 

Christmas Canal Cruises from Canal Visitor Centre, Mytchett. Booking 
Essential - books open October 1st! 

BCA: 01252 370073 

Sat 11 to Fri 24 
Dec 2004 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

‘Rose of Hungerford’ - One and a half hour trips from Hungerford Wharf with 
hot mince pie and a glass of sherry or wine for adults. Present for the 
children. Everyone meets Santa. Bookings only on Sats. 

Richard and Diana: 01488 683389 

Dec 2004 Kennet & Avon 
CT 

‘Kenavon Venture’ - One hour Santa Trips from Devizes Wharf. Adults £4 
including a glass of mulled wine. Child £4 including a present from Santa. 
Booking essential. 

01380 729489 

All year Wey & Arun CT Cruises on n/b Zachariah Keppel on the restored section of canal at 
Loxwood. 

WACT Office: 01403 752403 
wact@weyandarun.freeserve.co.uk 
Web: www.weyandarun.co.uk 

All year Chichester Ship 
CT 

Cruises on n/b Egremont on the canal from Chichester Basin. Bookings: Jenny Pine 01243 670786 
Enquiries: 01243 771363 

Waterways Diary (continued from page 3) 
Time Organiser Details Contact 

might be the name of the play but ... 
DON’T TAKE A CHANCE 

Get your tickets for Day-Star Theatre at Chilworth 
on 7 October. Contact Eric Lewis now. 
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