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October Meeting 
This evening on behalf of our members we welcome 
Elaine Kirby, Archivist for the Kennet & Avon Canal 
Trust based at Devizes. 
In “Why Archives,” Elaine will explain why records 
from the last 200 years have been kept for the future. A 
selection of photographs will finish the evening. 

November Meeting 
Day-Star Theatre will present their play “The Making of 
Geoffrey Phelps” on Thursday 7th November. 
Peter, Jane and George will be travelling down from 
their home and craft workshop, based at Audlem on the 
Shropshire Union Canal. 
Bring along friends and family and enjoy the evening. 
Tickets available tonight at £10 each. 
An American supper, kindly brought along by our 
members will follow the performance. 

December Meeting 
A reminder that the Annual Inter-Society Waterways 
Quiz will be taking place on Thursday 5th December. 
As last year’s winners, Guildford & Reading will be 
organising the Quiz. SCS members will be hosting the 
evening, with the traditional pre- Christmas occasion of 
an American Supper which finishes off the evening. 
SCS Members: We need you to volunteer for our 
Team!! 

Main Details from the AGM held in July 
The cost of a cuppa is now a minimum of 60p per cup. 
Subscriptions from April 2014 will be: Single: £16.00 
Couple: £27.00. 

SCS Christmas/ New Year Lunch 
Finally, it is proposed to have our traditional, seasonal 
lunch on Saturday 11th January 2014 at the Blue Hayes. 
Please indicate to Angela if you are interested. 

Alan Rose 

Chairman’s Column 

Itchen Navigation Footpath Closures 
Further to earlier news about the Itchen 
Navigation Footpath, it still seems to be 
closed both at Brambridge between Kiln 
Lane and Highbridge Road and also at 
Withymead Lock north of Bishopstoke. 
At the latter place, the footbridge at 
Withymead Lock was vandalised several 
months ago as can be seen in this 
photograph. My thanks go to Marie Keates 
for permission to use her picture which 
appeared in her blog at 
www.fatgirlslimblog.co.uk/?p=12743. Marie 
has descriptions and photographs of various 
walks she has recently made including 
several along the Itchen Navigation. 
The remains of the bridge have now been 
removed and the process of replacement is 
expected to take until February 2014 to be 
completed. 
In the meantime, there are diversions to the path described at www.hiwwt.org.uk/pages/circular -walks.html 

The vandalised Withymead Lock footbridge. © Marie Keates 

New boating guidelines proposed for K & A Canal 
The Kennet & Avon Waterways Partnership is seeking 
views from boaters, businesses, local authorities and 
other canal users on ideas for improving fair access to 
moorings on the canal between Devizes and Bath. 
The Partnership is looking for feedback from all those 
who use and enjoy the popular canal to help it develop a 
12-month pilot project. Among the proposals people are 
being asked for their views on are: 
• Work to identify stretches of the canal between Bath 

and Devizes as places that boaters should be 
recommended to cruise between. 

• Ideas for creating a local appreciation of what 
constitutes a bona fide journey in these places. 

• Setting up a panel of experienced and respected 
local people, the Waterway Partnership and CRT 
mooring manager, to impartially assess enforcement 
cases that arise. 

• Agreeing local guidance between boaters and the 

Canal & River Trust to improve understanding of, 
and adherence to, local mooring requirements and 
Trust policies for boating in the area. 

The consultation takes place from Friday 30 August–
Friday 29 November 2013. It has been sent to all boaters 
known to have been using the K & A Canal over the 
past 12 months, as well as canal-side businesses, local 
authorities and local interest groups associated with the 
canal. Following the consultation, and subject to any 
changes resulting from it, there will be a 12-month pilot 
of the plan. 
The aim of the Towpath Mooring Plan is to improve 
access to moorings for everybody, give boaters more 
confidence that they are complying with their licences, 
and better accommodate the needs of people who live 
on this section of the canal.  
Further information about the proposals can be found at 
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/consultations/current-consultations 

http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/news/ 
9 September 2013 

www.fatgirlslimblog.co.uk/?p=12743
www.hiwwt.org.uk/pages/circular-walks.html
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/consultations/current-consultations 
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/news/ 
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The following is a list of waterway events taking place within 
approximately 50 miles of Southampton. Whilst every effort is 
made to ensure the correctness of this information, please check 
with the listed contact who will be glad to confirm and supply 
further details. 

Recently, OS grid references and/or postcodes have been added 
(where known but not guaranteed) to aid location of the event. 
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list 
then please contact the editor. 

Waterways Diary 

Time Organiser Details Contact  

Thu 3 Oct 2013 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

“Why Archives?” by Elaine Kirby, K&ACT Archive Administrator. Elaine will 
explain the role of an archivist. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, 
Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184). 

Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email: 
alanjrose@btinternet.com 

Tue 15 Oct 2013 
7.30 for 7.45pm 

Kennet &Avon 
CT (Reading 
Br)) 

“All the latest K&A news” from Rob Dean - K&A Trust Chairman. The 
Grange Church Hall, Circuit Lane, Southcote, Reading RG30 3HD 
(SU691719). Entry donation, including K&A members, £2.50 (to help with 
expenses). 

John or Pam Swift: 01189 415540 Email: 
swift.john21@gmail.com 

Wed 16 Oct 2013 
8.00pm 

Basingstoke CS “Brooklands into the Second Century” by Tim Morris who will describe and 
illustrate the history of this famous establishment, from its earliest motor 
racing days of 1906 through until today. The Parish Pavilion, Recreation 
Ground, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ (SU974615). 

David Millett: 01252 617364  Email: 
david.millett@basingstoke-canal.org.uk 

Thu 17 Oct 2013 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

“The Bedford and Milton Keynes Canal” by Paul Leech. Paul, representing 
this waterways trust, will talk to us about this new waterway. The Green 
Dragon, Old Road, Alderbury, Salisbury, Wilts, SP5 3AR. (SU182275) 

Ron & Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover.3@btinternet.com  Jon Van de Geer: 
01722 412841  

Thu 17 Oct 2013 
7.30pm 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

“The Planning & Construction of the Somersetshire Coal Canal Part 1” with 
Patrick Moss. Radstock Working Men’s Club, The Street, Radstock, BA3 
3PR. (ST688547) 

Derrick Hunt: 01225 863066 Email: 
derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com Web: 
http://www.coalcanal.org 

Sun 20 Oct 2013 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

Walk: Carrying Coals from Radstock - 3. Single Hill to Wellow. Meet: 
Shoscombe Sports Ground, Barn Hill, Shoscombe, BA2 8LX (ST716564). 

Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 Email: 
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk 

Wed 30 Oct 2013 
7.45pm 

Kennet &Avon 
CT (Newbury 
Br) 

John Laverick, the recently retired chairman of the Wilts & Berks CT, will be 
giving a talk about the Panama Canal. He is an acknowledged expert on it. 
The Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury, RG14 5AS. (SU472671) 

Graham Smith: 01635 580356 Email: 
kact.newbury@btinternet.com 

Sun 3 Nov 2013 
2.30pm 

Wilts & Berks 
CT 

An afternoon ramble along the Grove Lock Flight starting at the layby on 
the A338 east of Grove (nearest postcode: OX12 7NB) (SU406901). Bring 
boots, a stick and a torch (just in case). Allow a couple of hours. 

Brian Stovold: 07946 524928 Email: 
brian.stovold@wbct.org.uk 

Thu 7 Nov 2013 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

Day-Star Theatre will be performing a new play “The Awakening of Geoffrey 
Phelps.” Tickets £10.00 from Angela Rose. Chilworth Parish Hall, 
Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184). 

Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email: 
alanjrose@btinternet.com 

Sun 17 Nov 2013 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

Walk: Carrying Coals from Radstock - 4. Wellow area. Meet: Wellow Village 
Car Park, BA2 8QB (ST738580). 

Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 Email: 
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk 

Tue 19 Nov 2013 
7.30 for 7.45pm 

Kennet &Avon 
CT (Reading Br) 

“The Ribble Link” with David Saady . The Grange Church Hall, Circuit Lane, 
Southcote, Reading RG30 3HD (SU691719). Entry donation, including K&A 
members, £2.50 (to help with expenses). 

John or Pam Swift: 01189 415540 Email: 
swift.john21@gmail.com 

Wed 20 Nov 2013 
8.00pm 

Basingstoke CS “The Rivers and Canals of Brittany” with Graham Deavin. Graham and his 
wife Lyn will describe the various features of the waterways and about their 
experience of having a boat based in this area. The Parish Pavilion, Recrea-
tion Ground, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ (SU974615). 

David Millett: 01252 617364  Email: 
david.millett@basingstoke-canal.org.uk 

Thu 21 Nov 2013 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

“Changes on the Kennet and Avon” by Elaine Kirby. Elaine is an archivist 
for the K&A Trust. She will show how the K&A looked in the past compared 
with how the canal looks today. The Green Dragon, Old Road, Alderbury, 
Salisbury, Wilts, SP5 3AR. (SU182275). 

Ron & Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover.3@btinternet.com  Jon Van de Geer: 
01722 412841  

Thu 21 Nov 2013 
7.30pm 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

“The Southern Branch of the SCC & the Conversion to the Somerset & 
Dorset Railway” with Duncan Harper. Radstock Working Men’s Club, The 
Street, Radstock, BA3 3PR. (ST688547) 

Derrick Hunt: 01225 863066 Email: 
derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com Web: 
http://www.coalcanal.org 

Wed 27 Nov 2013 
7.45pm 

Kennet &Avon 
CT (Newbury 
Br) 

“Rivers, Canals and SSSIs” by Paul St Pierre of the Environment Agency. 
The Rivers Kennet and Lambourn were designated as Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest in 1995 because of their unique nature as chalk 
watercourses. Paul will talk about the issues this involved. The Stone 
Building, The Wharf, Newbury, RG14 5AS. (SU472671) 

Graham Smith: 01635 580356 Email: 
kact.newbury@btinternet.com 

Thu 5 Dec 2013 
7.45pm 

Southampton 
CS 

Inter Society Waterways Quiz: Hosted by SCS and run by last years winning 
team, IWA Guildford and Reading. An American Supper will finish off the 
evening. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. 
(SU410184). 

Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email: 
alanjrose@btinternet.com 

Thu 12 Dec 2013 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

Branch Christmas dinner. The Green Dragon, Old Road, Alderbury, 
Salisbury, Wilts, SP5 3AR. (SU182275). 

Ron & Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover.3@btinternet.com  Jon Van de Geer: 
01722 412841  

Sun 15 Nov 2013 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

Walk: Carrying Coals from Radstock - 5. Wellow to Midford. Meet: Wellow 
Village Car Park, BA2 8QB (ST738580). 

Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 Email: 
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk 

Wed 18 Dec 2013 
8.00pm 

Basingstoke CS “The London Water Ring Main” with John How. The main now supplies 
drinking water to 8m people in London from a tunnel 40 - 60m below 
ground. The Parish Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Station Road, Chobham, 
Surrey, GU24 8AZ (SU974615).  

David Millett: 01252 617364  Email: 
david.millett@basingstoke-canal.org.uk 

Thu 19 Dec 2013 
7.30pm 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

“The Beginning of the Beginning of the Restoration  of the SCC” by Tim 
Wheeldon. Meet: The Radstock Working Mens' Club, The Street, Radstock, 
BA3 3PR. (ST688547) 

Derrick Hunt: 01225 863066 Email: 
derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com Web: 
http://www.coalcanal.org 

Sat 28 Dec 2013 
10.30am 

Wilts & Berks 
CT 

Walk off the Christmas Turkey. Starting at Childrey Village Green (nearest 
postcode: OX12 9UA) (SU361875) and finishing at the same location give 
or take a few yards. Bring boots, and a mince-pie! Allow a couple of hours. 

Brian Stovold: 07946 524928 Email: 
brian.stovold@wbct.org.uk 

mailto:alanjrose@btinternet.com
mailto:swift.john21@gmail.com
mailto:david.millett@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
mailto:glover.3@btinternet.com
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mailto:mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:kact.newbury@btinternet.com
mailto:brian.stovold@wbct.org.uk
mailto:alanjrose@btinternet.com
mailto:mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:swift.john21@gmail.com
mailto:david.millett@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
mailto:glover.3@btinternet.com
mailto:derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com
http://www.coalcanal.org
mailto:kact.newbury@btinternet.com
mailto:alanjrose@btinternet.com
mailto:glover.3@btinternet.com
mailto:mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:david.millett@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
mailto:derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com
http://www.coalcanal.org
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20 people supported a very interesting evening hearing about 
“Water Management”. 
Dr Adam Comerford, who studied Geography at Southampton 
University, is now Group Hydrology Manager at the Canal & River 
Trust and in charge of the Trust’s Water Management team. Adam 
gave a presentation to the Society on the background to the 
complex water resources system of the 
Trusts canal network across England and 
Wales. The system has evolved over the past 
250 years and now benefits from a high-tech 
electronic monitoring system for levels and 
flows called SCADA or Supervisory Control 
and Data Acquisition. The SCADA system, 
which is frequently solar powered, 
communicates through the mobile phone 
network and monitors over 400 water levels, 
125 lock use counters use and 90 flow 
points. The SCADA system is also used to 
control 70 pumps and 66 sluices or weirs. 
Adam provided a quick description of the 
water resources of the system: Reservoirs 
51% (CRT has 72 reservoirs); Treated 
sewage 7% ; Groundwater 3%; Controlled 
feeders 29%;and Uncontrolled/sidelong 
catchment 9%. These then are used to satisfy 
the system demands: Losses (leakage, 
seepage, evaporation, transpiration, gate 
leaks, vandalism, boater misuse) can be a 
significant proportion of the total demand; 
Lockage (water used each time a lock is filled 
and emptied); Abstraction (water sales customers) but brings 
around £4.5million to the Trust; but also Environmental 
compensation flows. The control of the system is based on the 
three ‘M’s of Monitoring – Modelling – Management. 
The prolonged period of below average rainfall during much of 
2011 and into 2012 presented considerable challenges to the 
management of water resources for the UK’s 2,500 km canal 
network. He described the meteorological and hydrological 
conditions that led to the ‘navigational drought’, and how the Trust 
undertook innovative hydrological modelling to simulate the range 
of possible effects of the worsening drought, in anticipation of the 

main boating season in 2012 (which was expected to be a high 
profile year in a number of ways). Adam explained the sudden 
transition from drought conditions, that took place in late Spring 
2012, and the unparalleled recovery of reservoirs and river flows 
that followed, even leading to damaging flooding of a number of 
canals. He went on to describe how the Trust manages flood risk, 

with a particular focus on recent breach events, and how complex 
computer modelling has been carried out to improve the 
understanding of the risk of flooding from embankment breaches 
and culvert failures. 
The Canal & River Trust strives to be more open and engaging 
about the challenges of Water Management which is a complex 
science, with the future pressures adding to this challenge. 
After the break, Gordon Osborn, society member and consultant 
with ABPmer presented a number of case studies undertaken for 
the Canal and River trust and its predecessors covering a period of 
1950 to the present day. These examples outlined the various 
modelling options employed to simulate and understand the 

complexity and operation of the canal and river 
network, including full scales trials, physical 
modelling and more recent numerical modelling 
studies. 
These studies included the details of the two bespoke 
models developed for British Waterways, the Water 
Management Model and the Water Resources Model. 
The Water Management Model, which takes in the 
majority of the canal network, includes; 988 miles of 
Canal, 3660 Bridges, 2237 Weirs and 964 Locks. The 
software allows the simulation of water transfers 
around the canal system to determine the capacity of 
the canals and weirs. 
Gordon finished with a short description of the 
Resources model which had been critical to the 
understanding of the Navigational drought, described 
earlier by Adam. 
Thank you to Adam and Gordon for a very interesting 
and informative presentation. 

Angela Rose 

September Meeting 
“Water Management” with Adam Comerford and Gordon Osborn 

Simulating the range of possible effects of the worsening drought upon Oxford and Grand 
Union Canals water holdings in 2012. 

The waterways modelled in the Waterways Resources Model. 



ISSUE 489: OCTOBER 2013 PAGE 4 N E W S L E T T E R  

President: 
Brian Evans. 

Chairman: 
Alan Rose, 33 Brackley Way, Totton, Hampshire SO40 3HP. Tel: 
02380 675312  Email: alanjrose@btinternet.com  

Secretary: 
Angela Rose, 33 Brackley Way, Totton, Hampshire SO40 3HP. 
Tel: 02380 675312  Email: alanjrose@btinternet.com  

Treasurer & Membership Secretary 
Gill Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire, 
SO53 1TB. Tel: 02380 262365. Email: p_herbert1@sky.com 

Committee: 
David Townley-Jones, Aelred and Sue Derbyshire, Gordon Osborn 

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster: 
Peter Oates, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford, 
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH. Tel: 01327 341798.  
Email: scs@sotoncs.org.uk 

Meetings: 
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm (see Waterways 
Diary). Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. 
OS Grid Ref: SU410184. 

Society Website: 
http://www.sotoncs.org.uk 

SOUTHAMPTON CANAL SOCIET Y 
Established 1967 

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, restoration and 
development, and to give practical help on waterway projects. 

Boater Gary Marsland received a warm reception when he arrived at 
Pewsey Wharf on Saturday after completing a 1,000-mile journey on 
his solar-powered narrowboat. 
The 51-year-old set out on his voyage to cruise the inland waterways 
of England, leaving no carbon footprint, in February 2012 from 
Brinklow, near Rugby. 
His 32-foot narrowboat, Merganser, was refitted with solar panels 
over the cabin roof which provided power to the electric outboard, a 
laptop, mobile phone, slow cooker and travel kettle. 
Mr Marsland, who is now moored in Pewsey, said: “I wanted to 
spread the word about low-impact living and get more people to run 
their boats by solar power rather than diesel. 
“I had no other source of power and I travelled at about two miles an 
hour. It was quite a journey, all the people I met had a really positive 
reaction and the words I was hearing were ‘amazing’, ‘wow’ and 
‘really cool’, which was nice. 

“Waking up in the morning and knowing that someone might say 
what I was doing was brilliant was a tremendous feeling. It was 
trying at times but very enjoyable.” 
Mr Marsland, a low-impact living adviser, originally from Stevenage, 
travelled on the Coventry Canal, Trent and Mersey, River Trent, the 
Grand Union, Oxford Canal, the Thames and the Kennet and Avon 
on his 19-month trip. 
He said: “Originally I’d planned to do it in a year but I had a few 
technical glitches on the way. I’ll definitely be keeping the solar 
panels and I might try to do 1,000 miles in a year next year and 
maybe get some sponsorship.” 
He arrived at Pewsey Warf at 2pm on Saturday to friends, family and 
members of Pewsey Environmental Action Team (PEAT). 
He said: “There was a banner and Iona Hassan and Ffinlo Costain 
played Bring Me Sunshine on the guitar and violin.” 

www.thisiswiltshire.co.uk/news/10696631.Solar_voyage_to_Pewsey_saves_energy/ 
Thursday 26th September 2013  

Solar voyage to Pewsey saves energy 

Caen Hill lock flight is helping millions of people enjoy cups of tea 
during breaks in TV programmes, thanks to innovative technology. 
The Canal & River Trust have joined forces with Open Energi to turn 
off water pumps on the historic Kennet & Avon Canal at times when 
the National Grid needs to ‘borrow’ electricity to cope with major 
surges in demand. Sporting competitions and breaks during popular 
TV shows are among the times when the technology is needed, with 
the canal supporting as many as 10 ‘events’ each day. 
The National Grid is unable to store electricity and reducing 
consumption from large electricity users for a few minutes during 
‘events’, by turning off equipment such as heaters and air 
conditioning units in large office blocks, provides a green and 
affordable solution. It is the first time the canal network has been 
used for this purpose. 

Absorbing 'excess' energy 
Pumps at Caen Hill lock flight, Seend, Semington, Wootton Rivers 
and Bradford-upon-Avon send the equivalent of 9,000 Olympic sized 
swimming pools back to the top of hills along the Kennet & Avon, 
after the movement of boats through locks has brought the water 
down the slopes. 
Open Energi’s technology can also turn the pumps on if there is too 
much energy in the grid, which can lead to equipment failures. For 
example, when over 17 million people watched Andy Murray win the 
Wimbledon title in sweltering temperatures, the canal’s pumps 
helped to absorb the ‘excess’ energy which was, in effect, left on the 
grid while people were busy cheering Andy and not making cups of 
tea. 

The technology earns CRT approximately £17,000 per year, as well 
as contributing to CO2 footprint savings. 

Embracing cutting-edge technology 
Darren Parkinson, from CRT, said: “It’s great that something 200-
years old is solving a very 21st Century-century problem. The Kennet 
& Avon Canal is a really beautiful, scenic waterway, full of wildlife. 
That it’s embracing cutting-edge technology and doing its bit to help 
people all over the country go about their daily lives is fascinating.  
“It doesn’t affect how people use the canal, as the pumps are only 
turned off or on for a matter of minutes at a time. Open Energi’s 
technology monitors potential ‘events’ and sends a request to activate 
the pumps - all of this happens automatically in matter of seconds at 
the locations where the pumps are. We are delighted with how the 
project is progressing. We always say the canal offers so much more 
than people think, and this is further proof.” 
Ged Holmes from Open Energi, added: “Most people don’t realise 
but every day National Grid faces a constant challenge to balance our 
electricity supply and demand. By embracing our technology, CRT is 
doing its bit to keep the lights on and help the UK meet its future 
energy security needs. At the same time it is cutting carbon and 
generating income to support the charity’s preservation work, so it’s 
a win-win for everyone.” 
The Open Energi equipment works in tandem with the Trust’s own 
pump control systems to provide a second by second grid balancing 
service, which does not compromise the requirement to pump water. 

http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/ 
9 September 2013  

200 year old canal helps make tea during Coronation Street 
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