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Chairman’s Column
October Meeting
We are delighted to welcome back Pete (Duffy) and
Jane Marshall with Day-Star Theatre’s special
compilation programme “What’s all the fuss about?”.
Long-standing members will remember that Day-Star
used to make annual appearances at Southampton up
until 2004 when they decided to end their waterways
tours after so many years. We are very grateful to them
for agreeing to visit us again from their base on the
Shropshire Union Canal in Audlem, Cheshire, as part
of our 40th Anniversary Celebrations.
November Meeting
All members are encouraged to come along to our next
meeting when Neil Arlidge will be telling us about the
“Adventures of the Tuesday Night Club”.
Society Autumn Boat Trip
This is your last opportunity to book a place on the
Society’s horse-drawn boat trip on the River Wey &
Godalming Navigation. This outing takes place on
Saturday 6 October. To reserve your seat(s), please
contact Maureen Greenham on 023 8040 6951 or by
email: maureen.greenham@dsl.pipex.com

Membership Subscriptions
A reminder to all members that subscriptions are now
due for the year 2007/08. As agreed at this year’s
AGM, subscriptions are now £15.00 for individuals
and £22.00 for joint membership. I understand that
there are still some subscriptions outstanding for last
year (2006/07). Can members please contact our
Treasurer & Membership Secretary, Anne Coleman,
(contact details in this Newsletter) and ensure their
subscriptions are up to date. Many thanks.

2007 Inter-Society Waterways Quiz
Because of our impending extended cruise (which will
have ended when you read this) I am having to write
my column for this October Newsletter in August! At
present Christmas still seems a long way off but it will
only be a couple of months between our October
meeting and our annual Waterways Quiz on 6
December. Therefore, thought now has to be given to
the Society’s team – volunteers needed please! Can

you contact me (in an orderly queue, please) with your
names. Thanks.

Anniversary Clothing
Alan and Angela Rose have been busy making
arrangements for our 40th Anniversary clothing, items
of which have been demonstrated at recent meetings.
Please contact Alan and Angela with your orders
(Angela’s contact details are in this Newsletter).
Alan and Sonja Moorse
Many congratulations and best wishes to our longstanding members, Alan and Sonja Moorse, who live
canal side at Hopwas, on their 60th wedding
anniversary on 4 October.
Our President’s Birthday
We received a note to say that Brian Evans turned 70
last month. He was heading with his wife Annegret to
the Isle of Wight for a week to mark this momentous
event - with a picnic at the Needles. We were told that
he's not a champagne, five-star kinda guy. We trust that
Brian had a most enjoyable birthday and wish him
many happy returns.
BW Annual Report etc
We have received from British Waterways their
Annual Report & Accounts 2006/07 – entitled
“Waterways - Great Value for the Nation”. It contains
an interesting quote from Tony Blair, in December
2006 – “Over the past few years there has been a very
significant rise in the way that people have used our
canals and waterways, and British Waterways has
done a superb job”. What about the DEFRA cuts then?
Seems another case of the right hand and the left hand
etc……. The report will be placed in the Society
Library in due course. We have also received the usual
invitation to BW’s annual meeting which this year will
be held in Birmingham on 17 October.

IWA Review of the Year 2006
The Inland Waterways Association has published its
2006 Review and a copy of that document will also be
placed in the Society Library.
Paul Herbert

Itchen Working Parties - S&A Time Team
IWA Solent and Arun Branch will be holding two
scrub bashing and investigative working parties at
Mansbridge Lock, Southampton, in the Autumn.
The dates are Sunday, October 21st and Sunday
November 18th, meeting at 10:00hrs at the car park off
the A27 Mansbridge Road west of where it crosses the
River Itchen. The White Swan is east of the bridge.

Call me on 07729 139765 for more details.
The work is: Manual clearance of brush and small trees
from around Mansbridge Lock. Archaeological survey
of remains.
Peter Boyce
From IWA Cargoes Newsletter, Autumn 2007

Purton Hulks
On Sunday 9th September, four members from SCS
with others from the K&A Trust visited Purton on the
Gloucester and Sharpness Canal to explore and
clamber over the remains of the “Purton Hulks”. These
are a variety of craft beached in the 1950's to protect
the bank of the canal at this point from the erosion
affects of the River Severn. The craft included the

“Harriet” a Kennet barge built at Honey Street on the
K&A in 1893. Well worth a visit!
Alan and Angela Rose

NB It’s not too late to go and have a look yourself in
the company of L P Barnett, a marine historian, on a
number of Sundays during the rest of this year. See
Waterways Diary elsewhere in this Newsletter.

September Meeting –
Reflections of the 50’s by Colin Scrivener
This meeting was full of the memories and the photos of a young
lad apprenticed at BSA Tools Birmingham. His earliest pictures
were mainly taken on the northern Stratford Canal: the ideal area
for a young lad to watch and follow boats hoping for a trip. "Pretty
Barges" he called them. He showed us Majors Green, now known
as Shirley swing bridge; there were even queue's in the early 50's.
Colin cycled miles to see boats, sometimes hitch hiking at
weekends and even taking holidays with many of the "early
Campaigners". He showed photographs of trip boats overloaded
with maybe a hundred or more passengers - there was no Health &
Safety in the 50's.
We joined, (photographically) the "Ivy& Apple" Lowe family with
7 children and he told that he used his "emergency ration book"
towards the housekeeping. He also told the story of one early
pleasure boat that had a cast iron bath with 3 Primus stoves under
to heat the water.
At this time there were plenty of working boats around the system
and Colin showed plenty of pictures of these. Among these were
photos of boats at the Anderton Lift. He recalled that once he saw
sugar in 2 cwt sacks being unloaded there. One of these bags
dropped and spilt. He thought it strange that suddenly so many
paper bags came out of pockets!

including “Clematis” with Charlie Atkins which, incidentally, Peter
Oates steered along the Trent & Mersey Canal earlier this year
towing “Gifford” which was returning from Braunston to
Ellesmere Port.
Colin also told of a trip through Harecastle Tunnel with John Knill.
They were part of a long queue of boats and Colin reckoned that he
lost one of his nine lives when he was almost overcome by all the
fog and fumes.
On one of his trips, Colin met his wife to be Sheila. When they
married they bought the narrow boat “Hazel”, a 6-plank
Bridgewater boat which had been built at Runcorn, with an early
Penta engine. After they had had 3 children, they finally moved off
the cut.
The quality of Colin’s slides was generally very good, especially
considering that the original photographs were taken over fifty
years ago using “Brownie” box camera. Each slide Colin showed
was explained with all the emotion of still being there.
Our thanks go to Colin for bringing us one of the best presentations
to the Society in a quite number of years. Thanks must also go to
Eric and Sue Lewis for giving Colin and his wife a bed for the
night.
Alan and Angela Rose

Other photographs included Thames sailing barges waiting at
“Starvation Buoy” for cargoes, plenty of working narrow boats

Waterways Funding
As anticipated by IWA, the House of Commons Select Committee
report echoed all the major concerns that IWA had about the
funding of British Waterways and recognised the consequences for
the waterways. IWA maintains that many of the points raised by
the Select Committee also apply to the funding of the navigations
controlled by the Environment Agency.
IWA understands that the new Minister is to respond to the Select
Committee by the end of September. IWA also recognises that
there is a new relationship developing between British Waterways
and the new Minister, in which a public commitment has been
made to them working together to attempt to resolve the problems
identified by the Committee.
IWA additionally notes that there is recognition within many parts
of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, as
well as the Select Committee, of the value of the inland waterways
and of the wide number of government agendas to which the
waterways make a contribution.
IWA has warned however, that it is now clear that there is no
funding from the Treasury to reinstate the previous levels of
support for the navigation authorities. It is IWA’s analysis that, as
predicted by British Waterways during its evidence to the Select
Committee, the Comprehensive Spending Review settlement to
British Waterways for the next three years is likely to be of the
order of “flat cash minus [up to] 5%”. This would leave British
Waterways significantly and increasingly under-funded. There is
a possibility of a modest allocation of funds from a separate capital
budget, which would partly diminish the impact of ever-increasing
cuts.
In November 2006, IWA put a number of proposals to the
Treasury, to allow British Waterways to use its assets more
effectively. British Waterways has also explored similar options
with Defra, but these have been limited owing to the relationship
with the previous minister.
Defra appears to be indicating a willingness to do “everything
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within its power” to assist British Waterways to make what funds it
can generate itself, and to support it with what it can get from
H.M.Treasury.
IWA considers that the time is now right for it to adopt a pragmatic
approach to the next phase of its campaign, and should concentrate
on what is achievable. However unfair, past misjudgements by
Defra ministers and senior civil servants are going to have a long
term impact and IWA recognises that there is very little chance of
any campaigning overturning this situation in the near future.
Whilst former ministers and civil servants have moved on, IWA
believes that there is little value in personally targeting their
successors, who are proving to be much more understanding of the
waterways agenda and this suggests that IWA needs to engage the
new administration in a wholly constructive manner.
IWA believes that inappropriate strident campaigning at this
moment could jeopardise this new and developing relationship that
could allow IWA to influence the ways in which new opportunities
could be explored, and it is the “new opportunities” that IWA
believes will present the greatest chance of minimising the
deteriorative effects of budget reductions.
IWA sees that there are other areas where it is possible to capitalise
on the contribution of British Waterways – such as its work in
minimising effects of the recent floods, and promoting awareness
of the extra cost of the floods on navigation authorities, and British
Waterways in particular. IWA will also remind those in power
that the independent navigation authorities, including IWA’s own
subsidiary Essex Waterways Ltd, receive no Government funding
despite their vital role in flood alleviation and control, and in
addition to delivering other important contributions to the
Government’s agenda.
IWA’s strategy is therefore to:
 Attempt to work constructively with both British Waterways,
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Waterways Diary
The following is a list of waterway events taking place within
approximately 50 miles of Southampton. Hopefully you can find
something to interest you. Whilst every effort is made to ensure
the correctness of this information, please check with the listed
Time
Thu 4 Oct 2007
7.45pm
Fri 5 Oct 2007
8.00pm

Sat 6 Oct 2007
2.00pm
Sun 7 Oct 2007

Wed 17 Oct 2007
8.00pm
Sun 21 Oct 2007
10.00am
Sun 28 Oct 2007
11.00am
Thu 1 Nov 2007
7.45pm
Thu 15 Nov 2007
7.30pm

Sun 18 Nov 2007
10.00am
Wed 21 Nov 2007
8.00pm
Sun 25 Nov 2007
11.00am

Organiser

contact who will be glad to confirm and supply further details of
that event.
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list
then please contact the editor.

Details

Southampton CS Performance by Day-Star Theatre. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth,
Southampton.
Wey & Arun CT A talk on the Bugsworth Basin project on the Peak Forest Canal by
members of The Inland Waterways Protection Society. Loxwood Church
Room (on the B2133 road next to St John the Baptist church – parking in
the Trust’s car park behind the Onslow Arms) .
Southampton CS 2 hour Society Boat Trip on the River Wey from Godalming Wharf on
horse-drawn narrow boat. Tickets: £12.00 per person (includes a Cream
Tea on board).
Wey & Arun CT A chance for portable boats to visit the summit level of the Wey and Arun
Canal with the Trust's second rally at Dunsfold. Soak up the WWII fighter
ace atmosphere at the pub, and avoid the plummeting acorns on the
water.
Surrey &
“The Channel Tunnel”. Ron Croucher was a Senior Engineer during the
Hampshire CS building of the tunnel and he will be presenting the story of this
magnificent project. Parish Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey
IWA Solent &
Working party on Mansbridge Lock, Itchen Navigation clearing vegetation
Arun Branch
and investigating the remains.
Cotswold Canals Around the Cotswold Canals Guided Walks - The Cotswold Water Park.
CT
Meet at the Tourist Information Point on the Spine road leading into the
Water Park (OS ref SU073972). £5.00 towards restoration.
Southampton CS "Adventures of the Tuesday Night Club" with Neil Arlidge. Chilworth Parish
Hall, Chilworth, Southampton.
IWA Salisbury
"The Man who Ate his Trousers" - Ann Harries talks about her Great Grand
Group
Uncle, Sir George Back, whose expedition mapped The Arctic including
the North West Passage. The Green Dragon, Alderbury, Salisbury.
IWA Solent &
Arun Branch
Surrey &
Hampshire CS
Cotswold Canals
CT

Thu 6 Dec 2007 Southampton CS
7.45pm
Thu 13 Dec 2007 IWA Salisbury
7.30pm
Group
Wed 19 Dec 2007 Surrey &
8.00pm
Hampshire CS
Sun 30 Dec 2007 Cotswold Canals
11.00am
CT
Southampton CS

Thu 6 Mar 2008
7.45pm
Wed 19 Mar 2008
8.00pm
Thu 3 Apr 2008
7.45pm

Southampton CS TBA

Surrey &
Hampshire CS

Surrey &
George Fleming - ‘Waterways at War’. Parish Pavilion, Station Road,
Hampshire CS Chobham, Surrey.
Southampton CS TBA

Wed 16 Apr 2008 Surrey &
8.00pm
Hampshire CS

Maureen Greenham: 02380 406951
Email: maureen.greenham@dsl.pipex.com
WACT: 01403 752403. Email:
office@weyandarun.co.uk
David Millett: 01252 617364
Peter Boyce: 07729 139765
Richard Attwood: 01453 792021. Web:
www.cotswoldcanals.com
Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron &
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk

Working party on Mansbridge Lock, Itchen Navigation clearing vegetation Peter Boyce: 07729 139765
and investigating the remains.
Runnalls Davis with “Thomas Telford”. featuring his life and many of his David Millett: 01252 617364
works. Parish Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey.
Around the Cotswold Canals Guided Walks - Over the Top and Old Father Richard Attwood: 01453 792021. Web:
www.cotswoldcanals.com
Thames, Part 1 - Meet at Tarleton Bridge, Coates (OS ref SO967002).
£5.00 towards restoration.
Inter-Society Waterways Quiz and American Supper. Chilworth Parish Hall, Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
Chilworth, Southampton.
Christmas Dinner at The Green Dragon, Alderbury, Salisbury.
Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron &
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk
Eric Lewis with ‘The Birmingham Canal Navigations -Then and Now’
David Millett: 01252 617364
contrasting the BCN between the 1970s and the present time. Parish
Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey
Around the Cotswold Canals Guided Walks - Ebley Mill and the Cycle Trail. Richard Attwood: 01453 792021. Web:
Meet at Ebley Mill visitors car park (OS ref SO825045). £5.00 towards
www.cotswoldcanals.com
restoration.
Members' Slides, Prints and Photo Competition. Chilworth Parish Hall,
Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
Chilworth, Southampton.
‘The Lowland Canals of Scotland’ by Richard Thomas. Parish Pavilion,
David Millett: 01252 617364
Station Road, Chobham, Surrey.
TBA
Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
‘Basingstoke Canal Boating and Working Parties from the early 1960’s’ David Millett: 01252 617364
with Tim Dodwell. Parish Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey.

Thu 3 Jan 2008
7.45pm
Wed 16th Jan
2008 8.00pm
Thu 7 Feb 2008
7.45pm
Wed 20 Feb 2008
8.00pm

Surrey &
Hampshire CS
Southampton CS

Contact
Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
WACT: 01403 752403. Email:
office@weyandarun.co.uk

‘The History of Tooley's Boatyard in Banbury’ with Matthew Armitage.
Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey.

Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
David Millett: 01252 617364
Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
David Millett: 01252 617364

(Continued on page 4)
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SOUTHAMPTON CANAL SOCIET Y
Established 1967

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, restoration and
development, and to give practical help on waterway projects.
President:
Brian Evans.
Chairman:
Paul Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford,
Hampshire, SO53 1TB. Tel: 023 8026 2365.
Email: paul@herbertpaul.wanadoo.co.uk
Secretary:
Angela Rose, Hilo, Hungerford, Bursledon, Hampshire, SO31
8DF. Tel: 02380 632558 (day) 02380 403982 (home)
Email: info@apas-engineering.com
Treasurer & Membership Secretary
Anne Coleman, 14 Redmoor Close, Bitterne, Southampton,
SO18 4DH. Tel: 023 8086 6272. Email: wiseowl@tcp.co.uk

Committee:
Maureen Greenham, Peter Oates, Alan Rose, David TownleyJones
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster:
Peter Oates, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford,
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH. Tel: 01327 341798.
Email: peter@whitenap.plus.com
Society Website:
http://www.whitenap.plus.com
Meetings:
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm. (See Waterways Diary.) Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton.

Waterways Funding
Government and British Waterways.

(Continued from page 2)

the Environment Agency and with Defra to develop the most
versatile funding opportunities possible.
 Forcibly identify where pressures on British Waterways and the
Agency are creating unwelcome consequences.
 Continue to campaign against specific elements that arise from
the present funding situation (such as BW’s mooring auction
and developments inappropriate to heritage etc.)
 Maintain and build on the relationships made with MPs who
have been supportive in the past twelve months.

“The responsible choice now is to adopt a more subtle and
carefully targeted approach to take advantage of this new
development; one that maintains the current high profile, whilst
continuing to emphasise further the benefits and public
appreciation of the inland waterways and fully demonstrate their
relevance in fulfilling key government agenda commitments. IWA
is fully committed to obtaining the best possible outcome, hence
our revised approach; but should it become clear that no progress is
being made, then we shall return to a strong critical lobby.”

The Treasury’s Comprehensive Spending Review of Government
expenditure for the next three financial years is due to be agreed
very shortly. It would be helpful if members could write soon to
their constituency MPs to ask them either to ask a Parliamentary
Question or to write to the waterways minister Jonathan Shaw MP,
 Work with the Environment Agency to capitalise on its key
position in flood control and try and assist it in deriving the best raising inland waterways concerns that have emerged during the
summer.
outcomes for navigation based on this.
 Avoid inappropriate confrontational campaigning about “cuts”,
trying instead to find the most pragmatic way forward through
the current financial pressures.

Commenting on the development in strategy John Fletcher, IWA
national chairman, said:
“This doesn’t signal any lessening of our campaigning; but rather a
reflection that conditions have significantly changed. We need to
recognise that there is a new relationship evolving between

These concerns should be locally linked but relate to a lack of
funding for both BW and EA. Issues could range from the costs of
the summer floods to the effects of future cuts to budgets, lack of
maintenance leading to closure of parts of the system, lack of
personnel due to funding cuts.

IWA Autumn Campaign Strategy

Waterways Diary
(Continued from page 3)

Time
Until 21 Oct 2007
10.00am - 5.00pm
(4.00pm Weds)
21 Oct 2007
10.00 - 5.00
Sun 14,28 Oct
2.00pm. Sun
11,25 Nov, 2,16
Dec 2007 1.00pm
8,9,12-16,18-23
Dec 2007. Every
½ hour from
10.30
15,16,19-23 Dec
2007. Hourly
11am-3pm
1-24 Dec 2007
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Organiser
Kennet & Avon
CT
Kennet & Avon
CT

Details
Claverton Pumping Station open every Sat, Sun, Wed and Bank Holiday
Mon. Non-pumping days admission: Adults £2.00, Children under 16 free
but must be accompanied by adult. For pumping days see below.
Claverton Pumping Station pumping days. Admission: Adults £2.00,
Children under 16 free but must be accompanied by adult.

Contact
Tel: 01225 483001 Email:
enquiries@claverton.org Website:
www.claverton.org
Tel: 01225 483001 Email:
enquiries@claverton.org Website:
www.claverton.org

Guided tours through the remains of the Purton Hulks led by L P Barnett, Tel: 07833 143231 Email:
Marine Historian . Meet Purton Lower Bridge, Gloucester & Sharpness
barnadillo@aol.com
Canal (OS ref SO692044).
Basingstoke
Canal Authority

Santa Cruises from Canal Centre at Mytchett, Surrey. £10 per person
Weekends, Evenings & School holidays (20th, 21st Dec) £8 per person
for all other trips. Booking essential.

Wey & Arun CT

Santa Cruises from Loxwood on Wey & Arun Canal. £8.00 per person.
Booking essential.

Tel: 01252 370073 Email:
info@basingstoke-canal.co.uk Web:
www.basingstoke-canal.co.uk

WACT: 01403 752403. Email:
santa@weyandarun.co.uk Web:
www.weyandarun.co.uk
Chichester Ship Father Christmas Cruises from Canal Basin, Chichester. Adults & children Alison Slaney: 01243 536933 between
CT
£8.00. Booking starts from 15th October. Booking essential.
9.00am and 7.00pm. Web:
www.chichestercanal.org.uk
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