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March Meeting 
A warm welcome to Peter Oates & Laura Sturrock with 
“Ellesmere Port& Liverpool 2011.” This presentation 
will include pictures of the 2011 Easter Gathering at 
the Ellesmere Port Museum, the crossing of the Mersey 
to Liverpool and a journey along the new Liverpool 
Link. 
Peter & Laura have travelled down from their home at 
Nether Heyford, Northamptonshire for this evening. 
We all very much appreciate it. 

Committee Members 
At a recent committee meeting, Paul Herbert and 
Maureen Greenham both announced that they were 
retiring from the society committee as from the AGM 
on July 5th. They had previously mentioned this at the 
last AGM. 
Paul has spent the last year as Vice-Chairman assisting 
myself. He also had spent many years on the 
committee and a good few as chairman. 

Maureen has also done us all proud for the last few 
years as our social organiser. 
We will miss them both. It will leave the committee 
short of members. 
Please, members, have a think about volunteering to 
take their place. We will be asking for nominations by 
the AGM, but it would be nice to have some feedback 
now. If you want further information, please speak to 
one of the members of the existing committee. 
Think hard, it is your society. 

April 5th Meeting 
Tony Shadick will be showing film footage of SCS 
boat trips; Railway at war; some Classic Goodwood 
Air shows; the rebuild of an old coast guard boat and a 
SCS trip to the Thames by bus. This is just a snippet of 
the evening’s programme as one of our members, Rob 
Unsworth, is celebrating a Birthday!! and wishes to 
spoil us all with some nibbles, etc. 

Alan Rose 

Chairman’s Column 

David Hill 
David Hill, a Southampton Canal Society member for 
many years, died on the 9th February aged 83. David 
had dealt with health problems for many years, his 
mind was good although not able to communicate 
through partial paralysis. 
David formerly worked with post graduates at 
Southampton University on the technical side dealing 
with aeronautics. 
David attended Canal Society meetings until he was 

too infirm. His wife Mary has always come along to 
our meetings wherever possible and joined us on our 
various outings. Speaking to Mary she plans to 
continue coming to our meetings, particularly as the 
Spring and Summer evenings are just around the 
corner. 
Six members of the Society attended the funeral on 
22nd February: Brian and Annegret Evans, Monica 
Lanigan, Eva Drinkwater, Sue Derbyshire and myself. 

Angela Rose 

Queen's Diamond Jubilee river pageant 
It has been revealed that more than a million people are 
expected to flock to London's River Thames for her 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations in June. 
The Bank Holiday weekend from June 2 to 5 will be 
the focus of the 2012 Jubilee celebrations, marking the 
Queen's 60-year reign with a river pageant featuring a 
1,000-strong flotilla on the River Thames. 
More than a million people are expected to line the 
route to witness the spectacle - a tribute to Britain's 
maritime history - with the Queen's royal barge as the 
centrepiece. 
The Prince of Wales, patron of the Thames Diamond 
Jubilee Pageant, was the first person to suggest the idea 
of a water borne tribute to the sovereign. 
The £12 million event will feature a seven-mile long 
procession that will include Dunkirk little ships, 
historic vessels, steam boats and tugs, rowed shallops 
and Dutch barges and passenger ships. 
Pageant master Adrian Evans has given an outline of 
the event which will be a focus of the extended 
Diamond Jubilee bank holiday weekend in the 
summer. 
He said: 'We're planning for well over a million people 
to congregate on the Thames bridges, on balconies and 
riverside properties and the river's edge to watch the 
pageant and salute the Queen, resplendent on the 
Thames in her glittering royal barge. 

'We'll be placing just under 50 big screens along the 
pageant's route to help people get the most of the day. 
'BBC, ITV and Sky will be broadcasting the event live 
and distributing their feed worldwide, taking the 
pageant's audience into the hundreds of millions. 
'We hope the buildings along the pageant route will 
dress out in appropriate jubilee style, with bunting, 
Union flags and red, white and blue. 'The pageant is a 
once-in-a-lifetime event, one that will reclaim the 
Thames as a royal route.' 
The Queen will review the flotilla before it sets off 
from Albert Bridge near Chelsea and when it reaches 
its final stop, Tower Bridge in the City of London. 
The pageant will take place on Sunday June 3 and 
travel under 14 road and rail bridges, feature 20,000 
people on the water and take 90 minutes to pass any 
given point. 
The flotilla will be divided into 10 sections, with the 
music herald barges separating each group. 
It will be led by the Royal Jubilee Bells - eight church 
bells that will sound a quarter peal and be answered by 
churches along the route - and Gloriana, a hand-built 
88ft rowbarge covered in gold leaf. 
Mr Evans, the event's pageant master, said 115 boats 
which ply their trade carrying tourists up and down the 
Thames would be included in the event. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/article-2097121, 6 Feb 2012 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/article-2097121
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The following is a list of waterway events taking place within 
approximately 50 miles of Southampton. Whilst every effort is made to 
ensure the correctness of this information, please check with the listed 
contact who will be glad to confirm and supply further details. 

Recently, OS grid references and/or postcodes have been added (where 
known but not guaranteed) to aid location of the event. 
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list then 
please contact the editor. 

Waterways Diary 

Continued on page 3 

Thu 1 Mar 2012 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS “Ellesmere Port & Liverpool 2011” with Peter Oates and Laura Sturrock. 
Pictures of the 2011 Easter Gathering at the Ellesmere Port Museum, the 
crossing of the Mersey and a journey along the new Liverpool Link. 
Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).  

Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email: 
info@apas-engineering.com 

Sat 10 & Sun 11 
Mar 2012 10.00am 

Kennet & Avon 
CT (Reading Br) 

Reading RESCUE (Rivers & Environmental Spaces Clean Up Event). 
Working parties at County Lock, Reading (SU714729). 

David Copley: 0118 9598247. 

Thu 15 Mar 2012 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

"Traditional Canal Painting" by Robert Wright, a member of the 
Waterways Craft Guild. This will cover the origins of Roses and Castles 
decoration, famous narrow boat painters, changes in the decoration after 
WWII and the origins, objectives and workings of the Guild. The Green 
Dragon, Old Road, Alderbury, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP5 3AR (SU182274). 

Ron & Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk or Jon Van de Geer: 
01722 412841 

Thu 15 Mar 2012 
7.30pm 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

“The Kennet & Avon Canal Archives” by Elaine Kirby. The Radstock 
Working Mens' Club, Radstock, BA3 3EP. (ST688547). 

Patrick Moss: 07736 859882 Email: 
lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk 

Fri 16 Mar 2012 
7.30 - 9.30pm 

Bishopstoke 
History Society 

The Itchen Navigation. A presentation of over 60 illustrations covering the 
history, intrigue and tragedies associated with the River Itchen and Itchen 
Navigation. Bishopstoke Methodist Church, Sedgwick Rd, SO50 6FH 
(SU468195). Repeated presentation, first given on Tue 14 Feb 2012. 

Joan Simmonds: 023 8061 7481 

Sun 18 Mar 2012 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

Walk - Sapperton Tunnel. Meet Tunnel House Inn, near Coates, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 6PW (SO965006). (Do not use pub car park unless 
you are a patron). 

Richard Hignett: 01793 855631 

Mon 19 Mar 2012 
7.30pm 

IWA Guildford & 
Reading Br 

Branch AGM followed by talk by Bill Fisher on the K&A Canal. Byfleet Boat 
Club, The Boat House, 4 Old Parvis Road, West Byfleet, Surrey, KT14 6LE 
(TQ055612). 

Gareth Jones: 07850 819071 

Tue 20 Mar 2012 
7.30 for 7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT (Reading Br) 

Branch AGM + ‘KACT – is it in the Cart?’ - Mike Rodd. The Grange Free 
Church Hall, Circuit Lane, Southcote, Reading, RG30 3HD (SU691719) 

John or Pam Swift: 01189 415540 Email: 
swift.john21@gmail.com 

Wed 21 Mar 2012 
8.00pm 

Surrey & 
Hampshire CS 

“The Hereford and Gloucester Canal” with Dick Skeets. The history and 
details of the ongoing restoration. Parish Pavilion, Recreation Ground, 
Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ. (SU974615). 

David Millett: 01252 617364 Email: 
d.millett7@ntlworld.com 

Wed 21 Mar 2012 
7.30pm 

Cotswold CT 
(Eastern Branch) 

“Ropes and Knots” with David Beamont. Trout Inn, Faringdon Road, 
Lechlade on Thames, GL7 3HA (SU223991). 

Peter Payne: 01367 253 352 Email: 
peterlizanodyne@aol.com 

Fri 23 Mar 2012 Itchen Navigation 
Heritage Trail 
Project 

History and Hot Chocolate Guided Walk. Find out more about the history 
of the Itchen Navigation and the local area around Mansbridge. 
Suggested donation £1.50. Please bring a few quid with you for a hot 
drink at the pub afterwards. Meet and park at the White Swan Pub, 
Mansbridge Road, West End, SO18 3HW (SU449155) 

Phone for more details - Polly Whyte: 
01489 774400 Email: pollyw@hwt.org.uk 

Fri 23 Mar 2012 Itchen Navigation 
Heritage Trail 
Project 

Fundraising Gig at the Railway Inn, St. Paul's Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AE 
(SU475299) with local rock group "The Fabulous Rockmen" in aid of the 
Itchen Navigation project. Tickets: £10 and available from the pub now.  

Phone for more details - Polly Whyte: 
01489 774400 Email: pollyw@hwt.org.uk 

Mon 2 Apr 2012 
10.00 - 11.00am. 

Itchen Navigation 
Heritage Trail 
Project 

The Day the Barges Came. Join professional storytellers for a story walk 
along the Navigation near Mansbridge and go back to when barges ruled 
these waters. For children aged 4-10yrs with an adult. Suggested 
donation: £2 per child. Meet next to Woodmill Lane car park (SU440151) 
Web: www.hwt.org.uk/events.php/1838/story-walk-the-day-the-barges-came 

Phone for more details and to book a 
place - Polly Whyte: 01489 774400 Email: 
pollyw@hwt.org.uk 

Mon 2 Apr 2012 
2.00 - 3.00pm 

Itchen Navigation 
Heritage Trail 
Project 

The King of the River. Join professional storytellers for a story walk along 
the Navigation near Allbrook following some of the animals who live along 
this waterway. For children aged 4-10yrs with an adult. Suggested 
donation: £2 per child. Meet Ham Farm pub, Twyford Rd, Eastleigh, SO50 
4LF (SU456721). Street parking is available nearby. Web: 
www.hwt.org.uk/events.php/1839/story-walk-the-king-of-the-river 

Phone for more details and to book a 
place - Polly Whyte: 01489 774400 Email: 
pollyw@hwt.org.uk 

Thu 5 Apr 2012 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS Tony Shadick will show film footage of SCS boat trips; Railway at war; 
Classic Goodwood; Air shows; the rebuild of an old Coast Guard boat and 
a trip to the Thames by bus. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, 
Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).  

Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email: 
info@apas-engineering.com 

Tue 10 Apr 2012 
7.30pm 

IWA Solent & 
Arun Branch 

Branch AGM followed by talk by Peter Boyce on his ongoing restoration of 
wooden boat Lucy. Norfolk Centre, Mill Road, Arundel, West Sussex, 
BN18 9PA (TQ019071). 

Mike Laishley: 023 92325000 Email: 
mike.iwa@ntlworld.com 

Tue 17 Apr 2012 
10.00am 

Wey & Arun CT 4 mile guided walk from the Limeburners Arms, Lordings Rd, Billings-
hurst, RH14 9JA (TQ072254), visiting parts of the canal. Meet in pub car 
park. Please check permission if you intend to park in the pub car park. 

WACT Office: 01403 752403 Email: 
office@weyandarun.co.uk Web: 
www.weyandarun.co.uk 

Tue 17 Apr 2012 
7.30 for 7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT (Reading Br) 

“K&A Archives” with Elaine Kirby, the Trust’s archivist. The Grange Free 
Church Hall, Circuit Lane, Southcote, Reading, RG30 3HD (SU691719) 

John or Pam Swift: 01189 415540 Email: 
swift.john21@gmail.com 

Wed 18 Apr 2012 
8.00pm 

Surrey & 
Hampshire CS 

“Southampton Shipping with Railway Connections” by Paul Gosling. The 
story of shipping in Southampton Water and Docks from 1970 to the 
present. Parish Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Station Road, Chobham, 
Surrey, GU24 8AZ. (SU974615). 

David Millett: 01252 617364 Email: 
d.millett7@ntlworld.com  

Wed 18 Apr 2012 
7.30pm 

Cotswold CT 
(Eastern Branch) 

“East End Restoration Work” with John Maxted & Martin Thompson. Trout 
Inn, Faringdon Road, Lechlade on Thames, GL7 3HA (SU223991). 

Peter Payne: 01367 253 352 Email: 
peterlizanodyne@aol.com 

mailto:info@apas-engineering.com
mailto:glover3@gotadsl.co.uk
mailto:lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:swift.john21@gmail.com
mailto:d.millett7@ntlworld.com
mailto:peterlizanodyne@aol.com
mailto:pollyw@hwt.org.uk
mailto:pollyw@hwt.org.uk
www.hwt.org.uk/events.php/1838/story-walk-the-day-the-barges-came
mailto:pollyw@hwt.org.uk
www.hwt.org.uk/events.php/1839/story-walk-the-king-of-the-river
mailto:pollyw@hwt.org.uk
mailto:info@apas-engineering.com
mailto:mike.iwa@ntlworld.com
mailto:office@weyandarun.co.uk
www.weyandarun.co.uk
mailto:swift.john21@gmail.com
mailto:d.millett7@ntlworld.com
mailto:peterlizanodyne@aol.com
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Continued from page 2 

Fri 20 Apr 2012 
9.30am - 4.30pm 

Itchen Navigation 
Heritage Trail 
Project 

Itchen Navigation Conference at Shawford. Aims to provide an 
opportunity to look at the Itchen Navigation Heritage Trail Project’s 
successes and to discuss the challenges still faced by the Itchen 
Navigation. Conference fee £10. Booking deadline 2nd April. 

Further information and booking form at 
www.hwt.org.uk/pages/conference.html 
Polly Whyte: 01489 774400 Email: 
pollyw@hwt.org.uk 

Sun 22 April Chichester Ship 
CT 

A re-enactment of Dashwoods Bullion Run with a cavalcade of small 
boats as part of the 190th anniversary of the opening of the canal. Along 
the canal and ending at the basin at approx. 2.00pm for a display of 
model boats. Chichester Canal Basin, PO19 8DT (SU858041). 

Linda Wilkinson: 01243 576701 Email: 
membership@chichestercanal.com 

Wed 25 Apr 2012 
7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT (Newbury Br) 

Branch AGM, followed by a discussion about the future of the Canal and 
the Trust lead by Trust President David Bruce. Stone Building, Newbury 
Wharf, RG14 5AS. (SU473672) 

Graham Smith: Tel: 01635 580356 Email: 
GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net 

Sat 28 Apr 2012 
2.30pm 

Wey & Arun CT AGM. Pulborough Village Hall, Swan View, Pulborough, RH20 2BF 
(TQ053185). Further information: www.weyandarun.co.uk/agm2012.php 

WACT Office: 01403 752403 Email: 
office@weyandarun.co.uk  

Thu 3 May 2012 Southampton CS There will be NO May Meeting as the hall is reserved for use as a polling 
station 

Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email: 
info@apas-engineering.com 

Sat - Mon 5 to 7 
May 2012 

Byfleet Boat Club Weyside 2012 - live entertainment, competitions, variety of stalls, BarBQ, 
boat jumble and Bric-a-brac. The New Inn, Send, GU23 7EN (TQ017560). 

Byfleet Boat Club: 07500 718262 

Tue 15 May 2012 
7.30 for 7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT / IWA Reading 
& Guildford 

“A Tale of Two Steamers” - Roddy McKee talks about the ‘Waverley’ & 
‘Kingswear Castle’. The Grange Free Church Hall, Circuit Lane, Southcote, 
Reading, RG30 3HD (SU691719) 

John or Pam Swift: 01189 415540 Email: 
swift.john21@gmail.com 

Thu 17 May 2012 
10.00am 

Wey & Arun CT 4 mile circular walk from the Bat and Ball, Newpound Lane, Wisborough 
Green, Billingshurst, RH14 0EH (TQ060267) visiting parts of the canal. 
NB: There are many stiles on this walk and a short section will be on fast 
road. Meet in pub car park. Please check permission if you intend to park 
in the pub car park. 

WACT Office: 01403 752403 Email: 
office@weyandarun.co.uk Web: 
www.weyandarun.co.uk 

Thu 17 May 2012 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

“European Locks, Lifts & Structures”. Ron and Myra Glover will show 
slides and explain the function of many of these structures found on the 
European waterways. The Green Dragon, Old Road, Alderbury, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, SP5 3AR (SU182274). 

Ron & Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk or Jon Van de Geer: 
01722 412841 

Thu 7 June 2012 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS Speaker to be confirmed. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, 
SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).  

Angela Rose: 02380 675312 Email: 
info@apas-engineering.com 

Too Narrow To Swing a Cat: Going Nowhere in Particular on the English Waterways 
by Steve Haywood   ISBN No: 978-1-84953-065-1   RRP: £8.99 
Published by Summersdale Publishers Ltd, 46 West Street, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1RP. 

Book Review 

I found this “little gem” in my local library in 
Chandlers Ford. As I usually do I read it from 
front to back without looking at the back first. 
Consequently it was not until I reached the end 
that I found the author Steve Haywood had 
written other Waterway Works which I have now 
ordered from Hampshire County Libraries and I 
look forward with anticipation to reading more of 
his tales from the Canal Bank and Boat. 
His interest in the canal system and in the history 
of these ex-arteries of commerce now being 
“restored” is in every way a mirror of my own 

feelings about how far restoration should be 
carried. I am concerned that Major Works (such as 
huge marinas) will completely change the way we 
look at the navigable waterways of Britain and we 
shall have canals like the Thames with No 
Moorings signs everywhere. 
So more power to Steve Haywood’s pen in the 
fight against commercialisation and I thoroughly 
enjoyed  his style and the  running theme on his 
very unusual cat. 

John Silman 

Environment minister calls water summit 
The Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 
the Rt Hon Caroline Spelman MP, called a Water Summit meeting in 
London yesterday, writes Harry Arnold. 
Senior representatives all groups interested and involved in water 
usage gathered to discuss the current drought situation. As well as 
officers of the Environment Agency (EA), the British Waterways 
(BW) hydrologist attended to provide evidence. 
No formal statement has yet been issued but the minister approved a 
drought order for southern England - enabling authorities to take 
certain measures, like implementing hosepipe bans. An EA spokesmen 
appeared on national TV to warn that - unless there is very 
considerable rain over the next month - the situation is approaching 
that of 1976; the worst year on record. 

BW has issued a notice saying that as a result of the continued dry 
weather, the reservoirs which supply the Grand Union Canal, Leicester 
Line are not refilling as planned, so work needs to be undertaken to 
reduce water loss on the canal to prolong the 2012 cruising season. 
During the period Saturday 17 March 2012 to Sunday 1 April 2012 the 
length from Lock 38 (Kings Lock) to Lock 31 (Double Rail Lock) will 
be closed to allow the eight locks to be drained and have all the gates 
relined to reduce water leakage through them. The adjacent pounds 
will also be lowered, so no boats will be permitted to moor within this 
length for the duration of the works. 
Up to date information can be obtained on 01827 252000 during 
normal office hours. 

http://www.boatingbusiness.com 20 February 2012 

www.hwt.org.uk/pages/conference.html
mailto:pollyw@hwt.org.uk
mailto:membership@chichestercanal.com
mailto:GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net
www.weyandarun.co.uk/agm2012.php
mailto:office@weyandarun.co.uk
mailto:info@apas-engineering.com
mailto:swift.john21@gmail.com
mailto:office@weyandarun.co.uk
www.weyandarun.co.uk
mailto:glover3@gotadsl.co.uk
mailto:info@apas-engineering.com
http://www.boatingbusiness.com
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February Meeting 
Brownsea Island - John England 

It was good to catch up with Bob and Ann Dukes, they both looked 
very well and enjoyed meeting up with friends from SCS. 
We appreciated them bringing John along, he was the perfect 
speaker and has been a volunteer for Brownsea Island for many 
years. Brownsea Island is 1¾ miles long and ¾ mile wide and is 
the largest of 3 islands in Poole Harbour. A hermit lived there in 
the Middle Ages, monks from Cerne Abbas in 1530 and by 1903, 
350 people lived and worked on the Island. 
In 1907 Baden Powell held the 1st Scout Camp on the island. 
Marconi, who was a friend of the Island’s owner, was a frequent 
visitor. 
In 1927 a reclusive Mrs Bonham- Christie arrived. She cut the staff 
down from 250 to 3 people. Many of the worker’s families had 
lived all their lives on the island and were forced off “lock stock 
and barrel”. These drastic measures meant that the land and 
buildings deteriorated. 
1942 saw part of the island commandeered for the war effort, with 
the object of distracting the Luftwaffe away from the Cordite 
Factory on the up-side of Poole Harbour. 
Mrs Bonham-Christie died in 1962 at the age of 98; she left the 

island to her grandson and subsequently the island was passed over 
to the Government in lieu of her death duties. 
The Government handed over ownership of the island to the 
National Trust. The Dorset Wildlife Trust, John Lewis and the 
Scouting Association donated funds and with the aid of many 
volunteers, the island opened to the public in 1963. It became a 
tourist attraction rich in history and wildlife. 
Dorset Wildlife Trust manages a large nature reserve, including the 
Lagoon, internationally important for bird watchers, and the elusive 
Red Squirrel. 
Now 30 people and 8 children live permanently on the island. The 
volunteers and summer staff travel over each day from Poole Quay 
and Sandbanks. 
The Visitor Centre and Outdoor Activities are open from April to 
October. 
To catch up with John ,again, he is involved in the guided tours on 
Tuesdays. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brownsea -island is the web 
address. 

Angela Rose 

Calling All Boaters Calling All Boaters –– Use Your Vote Use Your Vote  
IN THE 

CCanalanal & R & Riveriver T Trustrust Election! Election!  
 

AWCC is pleased to announce that AWCC is pleased to announce that DAVID PEARCEDAVID PEARCE, their former, their former  
National Chairman,National Chairman, will be the AWCC nominee for the CRT Council. will be the AWCC nominee for the CRT Council.  

                                        
Not in GNASHERS II !  But on the Volga Delta in Russia, taken by Roger Squires 

• David has many years of experience negotiating for boaters as a member of the 
Association of Waterways Cruising Clubs, National Executive Committee, 

• He was a founder member of the British Waterways Advisory Forum and has worked 
hard over 3 years with BWAF members to establish the Trust proposals, 

• He has a background as a Chartered Engineer and knows how to handle politicians! 
• David says – “I am committed to making CRT thrive both nationally and locally in 

protecting and improving our waterways, with emphasis on navigation through a fully 
interconnected network.  Together, we will make CRT a success.” 

 
For more details, visit  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  www.AWCC.org.uk 

The Society received the following email 
from David Pearce who is a member of the 
Southampton Canal Society. David is 
standing for election of boaters to the 
Council of the new Canal and River Trust. 
 
Hello, 
I have not been to a meeting for a long time, 
but life seems to get increasingly busy.  I 
have got myself tied up over the last 3 years 
with what is now to be called the Canal & 
River Trust through the British Waterways 
Advisory Forum and inevitably I am now 
standing for the Council as the official 
AWCC candidate.  I would appreciate any 
support the SCS members felt they could 
give me in the election.  A poster is 
attached [see left] and there are more details 
on www.AWCC.org.uk including what to 
do if you do not have your voting papers, 
which every boater should have got by now. 
I still have Gnashers II at St Pancras and 
Roger Squires and I went on a 5,000Km 
cruise through Russia last year.  It makes a 
good talk! 
Kind regards, 
David 
 
Good luck, David. Members who are BW 
licence holders are eligible to vote in this 
election. Voting opened on 8 February 
and closes at 12 noon on 9 March 2012.  

CRT Elections 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brownsea-island
www.AWCC.org.uk
www.AWCC.org.uk
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In our February Newsletter an advertisement was published for a talk to be given 
by Bishopstoke History Society on 14 February. The subject was an illustrated 
presentation about The Itchen Navigation. Your Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary, Treasurer and members Eric and Sue Lewis decided to go along. In the 
event, because of work commitments, Alan and Angela were unable to attend. 
However, Monica Lanigan was also in the audience. 
We were amazed to be told on our arrival at the Bishopstoke Community 
Association Centre that all seats had already been taken and there was standing 
room only ‘and not much of that!’ From their comments it was apparent that the 
History Society speakers were as amazed as us at the high attendance, which I 
estimated to be in the region of 120. 
Three speakers took it in turns with elements of the presentation. It was obvious 
that considerable work had been involved with researching the topic. Apart from 
much historical detail we were shown numerous illustrations and photographs, a 
number of which the Society members present hadn’t seen before. The opening 
slide credited a number of people with assistance in the preparation for the 
presentation, including Southampton Canal Society, Dr Edwin Course and Peter 
Oates (I learnt later that Peter had been particularly helpful). 
I made myself known to the speakers during the interval and was ‘invited’ to give 
a vote of thanks at the end, which I duly did, making sure I got in a plug for our 
Society. 
It was an excellent presentation and the small membership of Bishopstoke History 
Society should be commended, both for their research and for their actual 
presentation. They are repeating their presentation at Bishopstoke Methodist 
Church (see right) and I would urge Society members to attend, if at all possible. 
It is possible that the Bishopstoke History Society might give the same 
presentation to our Society sometime in the future. 

Paul Herbert 

Bishopstoke History Society - ‘The Itchen Navigation’ 

Greetings from our Warwickshire Branch 
Your editor was pleased to receive the following email recently from our Warwickshire members Ken and Margaret Froud: 
Dear Peter and Laura, 
You may have heard on the towpath telegraph that I have now joined the Laptop Brigade.  It's taken me 80 years though.  Six months ago I 
didn't even know how to switch one on so I went to Silver Surfers at the local library for some tuition.   I called it Silver Sufferers. 
Anyhow, I can now send emails and receive them of course and can therefore pick up the news letters on line saving the cost of postage.  
Every little helps as they say at Tesco's. 
We've settled down nicely in our flat but miss" Humping coal"  ," Sawing logs", "Carrying diesel" "Emptying loos" and it's marvellous!!   
Our last cruise was to Calcutt and was sold on brokerage to a very nice couple who are living aboard in the Hungerford area. We haven't 
really had time to miss the boat , what with having to set up home here and socialising with the residents and endless visits from family 
friends. It's great!!.    We hope to meet up again sometime . 
All the best to you both  Ken and Margaret. 
Ps ...You may be interested to know that my laptop is a Samsung RV720 with a 17" screen...."..Bly Blittish " 

Sykehouse Lock on the New Junction Canal. 

Omitted from last month’s issue, this was the 
winning photograph by Eric Lewis in January’s 

Photo Competition.  © Eric Lewis 

Society Photographic 
Competition 
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development, and to give practical help on waterway projects. 

Exciting new plans to re-connect Chichester Ship Canal with the 
sea – which would see boats from all over the world come into the 
city – have been revealed. 
The Chichester Ship Canal Trust exclusively told of its plans to the 
Observer, which also include transforming the canal basin area by 
building an 
educational hub with 
offices and opening a 
brand-new shop. 
The trust wants to 
build a moving bridge 
at Donnington and 
create a lock near the 
Witterings at 
Cutfield, which will 
allow boats to enter 
the canal. 
No-one is more 
excited about the 
plans to open up the 
canal than 
chairwoman Linda 
Wilkinson. She said: 
“It’s something 
different and seems 
quite sensible. The 
bridge would only 
take up the space that 
is already there. I 
have been with the 
trust for 30-odd years and it’s getting quite exciting now. 
“It’s all happening at the same time. We’ll have the new shop and 
the other building and bridge. It would be nice to make a start with 
the bridge this year – even if it’s on December 31. I think it will be 
a brilliant.” 
She added: “It would bring new life into Chichester.” 
Speaking of the transformation of the basin, she added: “I think it 
will look extremely nice and what it’s doing hopefully is lifting the 
whole of that part of Chichester. It has been an orphan for a long 
time. It should make that attractive. We should have boats coming 
in from all around the UK and abroad.” 

Mrs Wilkinson admitted the plans for opening up the canal were 
‘up in the air’ and there would be some obstacles in the way to 
make the trust’s dream vision become a reality. 
She also said the trust would need to consult with residents on the 
Manhood Peninsula about its plans for the moving bridge in 

Donnington and the 
creation of a lock 
underneath the road in 
the Witterings. 
The Chichester Ship 
Canal Trust recently 
bought the old stable 
block next to its 
current temporary 
mobile home shop at 
the basin. It hopes to 
change the building 
into offices, a waiting 
room for those 
waiting for canal 
trips, facilities for 
boat-users, a kitchen, 
toilets and facilities to 
create a space to 
educate people about 
the canal and its 
history. 
Cllr Cherry said: “We 
took over the building 
about three months 

ago. It’s in pretty bad condition, we are getting architects in to get a 
clear idea to put into working order. 
“It’s a great thing if people are waiting outside on a lovely day, but 
it’s not so great on a rainy day. We need additional facilities.” 
The canal trust will be getting a new shop at the basin, to replace 
the temporary shop that has been there for more than a decade. 
As part of Linden Homes’ development for around 80 properties at 
Stockbridge Road, money was dedicated to building the trust’s new 
shop, and it is hoped it will open within the next few months. 

Chichester Observer - 2 February 2012 

Major plans to re-connect Chichester Ship Canal with the sea 

Details of the restoration proposals can be found on the internet at: 
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure/getting_around_west_sussex/roads_and_pathways/plans_and_projects/major_projects/chichester_canal_restoration.aspx 
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