Happy New Year
It gives me great pleasure to send all our members my
best wishes for the ensuing year – let us hope we all
have a good one!
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Chairman’s Column
May bank holiday. Providing there is enough interest
that event could be repeated over the same weekend
this year. This would not be an organised event, just a
small number of boat owners joining up for a casual
get-together. If any members with boats moored in that
area would like to join in, could they please contact me
as soon as possible so that I can ascertain interest.

January Meeting
As usual, this month we are holding our annual
Members’ Photographic Evening and Competition, full Save Our System 2010
details of which were published in the last Newsletter.
Following on from the extensive coverage in the last
Society New Year Lunch
Newsletter about the possible sell-off of British
Waterways assets, whilst I haven’t got the current
I look forward to welcoming members to The Blue
Hayes Restaurant, Shootash, near Romsey on Saturday figure I am aware that over 20,000 people have signed
the e-petition posted on the 10 Downing Street web
16 January when we will be enjoying our second New
site. Its property folio provides BW with about £45m in
Year Lunch. If you haven’t yet given Maureen your
revenue, about one third of the money it needs to run
menu choices, can you please do so as soon as
the waterways properly. HM Government has ended
possible. Just a reminder please, if anybody has
the recent speculation about the sale of BW’s property
crackers or party-poppers left over from their
endowment in England and Wales by announcing its
Christmas and New Year gatherings, it would be
preferred approach is to “consider alternative models
helpful if they could bring them along.
for the business as a whole, such as mutual or third
February Meeting
sector structures”. The new approach, contained in the
At next month’s meeting we can sit back and wallow in Asset Portfolio which accompanies the Smarter
nostalgia when our own members, Eric and Sue Lewis, Government White Paper, confirms and builds on the
take as “Round Britain in the 1970s”. Nostalgia? Well, conclusions of a previous Treasury report in April 2009
the seventies were thirty years ago, when we were all a which concluded there was no financial or economic
case to sell off the property assets and a sale of the
lot younger!
property endowment would not achieve best public
Society Skittles Evening
value.
Following the success of our previous Society Skittles
However, if you haven’t yet signed the Downing Street
Evenings, Maureen Greenham has organised a further
petition it is still important for you to do so – just go to:
event at a new venue for us, ‘The Phoenix’ in Twyford. http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/protectourcanals - it
This will be held on Friday 26 February. If you haven’t is very easy to do.
yet booked/paid, can you please contact Maureen as
BW’s proposed new strategy to create a sustainable
soon as possible – but be quick, these events have
future for the waterways is laid out in their newly
always been sell-outs in the past. More details
published ‘Setting a new course: Britain’s waterways
elsewhere in this Newsletter.
in the third sector’. That report, produced by a team of
third sector experts, looks in more detail at how a move
Proposed Boat Gathering
from the public to the third sector might work for BW.
As members are aware, a number of boating members
The full report may be found on the internet at
based in the Flecknoe and Braunston area usually have
http://www.britishwaterways.co.uk/settinganewcourse
an informal gathering over the weekend of the early
Paul Herbert

The Jam ’Ole Run
After publishing a picture of Stanton in last month’s
Newsletter and referring to the last Jam ’Ole Run,
Annegret Evans felt that members might like to know a
little more about the Jam ’Ole.
H E Kearley and G A Tonge had both worked for the
tea merchants Tetleys but left to open their first retail
store in Brentford, Middlesex in 1878. By the
beginning of 1889 there were some 200 branches
across southern England. The early branches traded
under the name “International Tea Co.”
With this rapid expansion, Kearley & Tonge opened
their jam and marmalade factory in Southall,
Middlesex in 1913. To receive the coal that the factory
needed, a canal basin off the Paddington Arm of the
Grand Junction Canal (now known as the Grand
Union) was built about 200 yards from Bulls Bridge
Junction. Officially, it was called Mitre Dock but
became known to the boatmen as the Jam ’Ole as the
dock was accessed under a bridge carrying the towing
path over the dock entrance.

Over many years the Samuel Barlow Coal Carrying Co
boat had supplied coal to many factories in the London
area one of which was the Jam ’Ole. In 1962, with
declining trade, Barlows was sold to Michael Streat’s
Blue Line based at what is now Braunston Marina.
Despite Streat’s best endeavours to renew existing
carrying contracts and to find new ones, by mid-1970
only the Jam ’Ole contract remained. This involved the
delivery of about 150 tons per week from Atherstone
on the Coventry Canal. The round trip was 246 miles
and 188 locks. Whilst the trip was occasionally done in
seven days, it was more usual for it to be done in eight
or even nine days.
The only other carrying in 1970 was the somewhat
irregular loads of coal to Dickinson’s paper mills at
Croxley in Willow Wren boats. The last boats were
unloaded there on 3 September 1970.
Now, only three boatmen families were still carrying
(Continued on page 2)

The Jam ’Ole Run
pulled the same and Jim Collins. I wished I ’ad a camera, so I could
’ave took pictures. Them would have been worth a lot of money.”
long distance cargo under regular contract, on canals that were
beginning to fall apart for lack of maintenance. These were Bill and Troubles continued before they finally got to Hawkesbury after a
Rose Whitlock together with Rose’s cousin Laura Carter on
journey of three days which would normally have taken three
Renfrew and Lucy, Arthur and Rose Bray with Rose’s son Ernie
hours. The next day the boats stopped at Braunston as they had all
Kendall on Nutfield and Raymond, and Jim and Doris Collins on
run out of money. Boatmen were only paid by the delivered load
Stanton. Jim and Doris had been using the butty Belmont but this
and but for the delays they should have been back by now. With
was in such poor condition that it had not been used for some time. intermittent loads, four weeks unemployment and a pittance on the
Another butty, Capella, was being prepared for use in its place but dole, their savings were exhausted. So they all walked three miles
was not yet ready.
to the labour exchange in Daventry as they couldn’t afford the bus
fares to pick up the few days’ dole money they were owed.
However, about the beginning of September 1970, whilst
unloading at the Jam ’Ole, Doris Collins met a black man she had
Still they had problems. They found a car in the lock at Nash Mills
never seen before measuring up the dockside. He asked her,
but managed eventually to work the boats through singly. Then, on
“Where you gonna go now? Is this the only place you come to
the Cowley pound, Laura Carter steering Renfrew hit a submerged,
missus?” Doris replied, “It is now. We had lots of places at one
large, stolen safe which had been thrown off a bridge. The impact
time, but this is the last one that’s going.” He said, “Well, what you was enough to raise the bow so far out of the water that the stern
gonna do when we close this?” Doris replied, “I don’t know.”
fender went under it.
The next time the
On Thursday 15 October
Whitlocks were
1970, the Whitlocks
unloading, Rose saw
with Renfrew and Lucy
someone she knew who
reached the Jam ’Ole
was the captain of a
followed by the Collins
barge. He had brought a
on Stanton. Ironically,
cargo of syrup up from
on the last run, the Brays
Brentford. He said that a
who had always prided
boss at the factory had
themselves in being first,
just told him that the
were the last. The
place was closing in
Whitlocks and the
about a month. As the
Collins were unloaded
Whitlocks were about to
on the Friday and the
leave the dock, Nutfield
Brays on the following
and Raymond arrived.
Monday.
Whilst there, the Brays
As an event, this last
witnessed workers at the
delivery of some 120
Jam ’Ole being handed
tons of coal to a factory
redundancy notices.
in West London, which
When the Whitlocks
itself was about to close,
returned to Braunston
was rather insignificant.
Nutfield towing Raymond round Hawkesbury Junction in September 2005.
on Sunday 13 SeptemPhoto: Laura Sturrock But, the last Jam ’Ole
ber, Rose Whitlock
Run was the end of
approached Michael Streat with all this information which came as some 200 years of regular canal carrying on the English canals.
a complete surprise to him. On the next day, Monday, he rang the
Trade on the Grand Union Canal, once a major artery of the
factory and the closure was confirmed. The boatmen then all
Industrial Revolution, had ceased and with it the old boatmen’s
signed on at the labour exchange in nearby Daventry.
way of life.
A few weeks later Michael Streat was rung up for one more
The Jam ’Ole itself was filled in and it is only a change in the
delivery of coal. A bit reluctantly, the crews agreed to do what they piling and a few stones in the towing path that allow its position to
knew would be the last trip.
be identified. The deck of the towing path bridge outside the dock
Near Hartshill between Nuneaton and Atherstone was a large stone now spans the entrance to Cowroast Marina near Berkhamsted.
quarry that discharged water into the canal. With a good carrying
The International Stores Group was taken over by British
traffic, the silt this water brought in would be dispersed over a wide American Tobacco (BAT) in 1972. Later the Dee Corporation took
area and the channel maintained. But with no loaded boats for
control and changed the shop names to Gateway and now
some weeks, the silt had built up.
Somerfield. The Kearley & Tonge brand is no more.
The run up to Atherstone with empty boats was not too difficult
In October 1995, Tim Coghlan, who owns Braunston Marina,
and they just scraped through. However, once loaded, the
organised a commemorative re-run of the last Jam ’Ole Run. At
Whitlocks on the leading boats hit the silt bank only a mile from
that time all but Rose Bray were still alive. The re-run has since
Atherstone and here they were forced to stay for two days whilst
been staged six more times. Today, only Laura Carter is still with
trying to get British Waterways to do something. The quarry then
us. Laura Sturrock and I took our boat, a partially restored Stanton,
sent its largest dumper truck with a long line to tow the boats from on the 2008 re-run and we will participate in the 40th anniversary
the offside bank. The line was attached to Renfrew’s T-stud.
re-run in October 2010 in memory of all those boatmen and
Rose Whitlock described what happened, “And they pulled us, and boatwomen who have gone before us.
this is the God’s honest truth, they pulled us on top of the mud as
Peter Oates
you could see the bottom of the boat and the blade [propeller] was
out of the water and it didn’t ’alf look queer with a load of coal on. With acknowledgement to articles about Rose Whitlock by Tim
Coghlan in the Newsletter of the Historic Narrow Boat Owners
They pulled the butty just the same and Uncle Arthur [Bray] was
Club.
(Continued from page 1)
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Waterways Diary
The following is a list of waterway events taking place within
approximately 50 miles of Southampton. Whilst every effort is made to
ensure the correctness of this information, please check with the listed
contact who will be glad to confirm and supply further details.
Time
Thu 7 Jan 2010
7.45pm
Sat 16 Jan 2010
Sun 17 Jan 2010
10.00am
Wed 20 Jan 2010
8.00pm
Thu 21 Jan 2010
7.30pm
Wed 27 Jan 2010
7.45pm

Thu 28 Jan 2010
7.30pm
Fri 29 Jan 2010
7.30 for 8.00pm
Thu 4 Feb 2010
7.45pm

Organiser

Details

Southampton CS Members Photographic Evening. Slides, Prints and Photo Competition.
Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).
Southampton CS Society New Year Lunch. The Blue Hayes Restaurant, Shootash, near
Romsey, SO51 6GA (SU 322 218).
Somersetshire Walk: Monkton Combe, Shepherd's Walk & Old Midford Hill (4 miles &
Coal CT
hilly). Meet: Twinhoe Lane, Midford (ST760606.
Surrey &
Peter Oates - 'The Itchen Navigation'. Parish Pavilion, Recreation Ground,
Hampshire CS
Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ. (SU974615).
IWA Salisbury
Liz Payne, Chairman of Cotswold Canal Trust will talk about restoring the
Group
Cotswold Canals. The Green Dragon, Alderbury, Wilts, SP5 3AR.
(SU183274)
Kennet & Avon A Racy Victorian Lady Restored - The restoration of the Goring built
CT
Thames steam umpiring launch Consuta, by Derek Brown Of The Consuta
Trust. Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury RG14 5AS. (SU472672)
Admission free - light refreshments - parking £1. 00
Somersetshire “Film of Local Railways including Kilmersdon Colliery” by Andrew Linham.
Coal CT
Includes film of the Kilmersdon Inclined Plane. The Radstock Working
Mens' Club, Radstock, BA3 3PR. (ST688547)
Kennet & Avon 'Boating upside down - The Murray River' by Julie Dean. All Saints Church
CT
Hall, Downshire Square, Reading RG1 6NH. (SU705729) £2.50 to cover
hall hire and tea or coffee.
Southampton CS Eric & Sue Lewis show slides "Round Britain in the 1970's." Chilworth
Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).

Wed 17 Feb 2010 Surrey &
8.00pm
Hampshire CS
Thu 18 Feb 2010 IWA Salisbury
7.30pm
Group
Sun 21 Feb 2010
10.00am
Wed 24 Feb 2010
7.45pm

Recently, OS grid references and/or postcodes have been added (where
known but not guaranteed) to aid location of the event.
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list then
please contact the editor.

Roddy McKee - 'Tale of Two Steamers - Waverley and Kingswear Castle'.
The story of these sea-going paddle steamers. Parish Pavilion, Recreation
Ground, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ. (SU974615).
“Grand Western Canal” with Denis Dodd. The talk will include details of
the excavations of the boat lift at Nynehead. The Green Dragon,
Alderbury, Wilts, SP5 3AR. (SU183274)

Somersetshire
Coal CT
Kennet & Avon
CT

Contact
Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
Maureen Greenham: 023 8040 6951
Email: maureen.greenham@talktalk.net
Mike Chapman 01225 426948 Email:
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk
David Millett: 01252 617364 Email:
d.millett7@ntlworld.com
Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841 Ron &
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk
Graham Smith: 01635 580356 Email:
GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net

Patrick Moss: 07736 859882 Email:
lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk
John Swift: 0118 941 5540 Email:
swift.john21@googlemail.com
Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
David Millett: 01252 617364 Email:
d.millett7@ntlworld.com Web:
www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk
Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841 Ron &
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk

Walk: Combe Hay to Dunkerton & the Aqueducts (4 miles). Meet: The
Avenue, Combe Hay.
The Cotswolds Canals Restoration by Liz Payne, Chairman of Cotswolds
CT. Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury RG14 5AS. (SU472672)
Admission free - light refreshments - parking £1. 00
Thu 25 Feb 2010 Somersetshire "Boat Lifts" by Terry Paget. The Radstock Working Mens' Club, Radstock,
7.30pm
Coal CT
BA3 3PR. (ST688547)
Fri 26 Feb 2010 Southampton CS Skittles Evening. The Phoenix, High Street, Twyford, SO21 1RF
7.00pm
(SU481245). £10.50 per head including buffet.
Fri 26 Feb 2010 Kennet & Avon 'The old Bath Road' - by Tony King. All Saints Church Hall, Downshire
7.30 for 8.00pm CT
Square, Reading RG1 6NH. (SU705729) £2.50 to cover hall hire and tea
or coffee.
Sat 27 Feb 2010
Open Day - Fussell balance lock trial site, Mells. Excavations recently
10.00am
completed on this experimental lock structure on the uncompleted
Dorset & Somerset Canal. Rare chance to visit this site on private land.
Thu 4 Mar 2010 Southampton CS Alan Copeland with "Curiosities of the Chilterns." Chilworth Parish Hall,
7.45pm
Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184).
Wed 17 Mar 2010 Surrey &
Ron and Myra Glover - 'Crossing Germany from West to East'. Ron and
8.00pm
Hampshire CS
Myra will be describing and illustrating their cruises in Germany. Parish
Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ.
(SU974615).
Thu 18 Mar 2010 IWA Salisbury
Ron Heritage is the chairman of the IWA Oxford branch. His talk will cover
7.30pm
Group
trips on the Thames Tideway, River Mersey and waterways in Scotland.
The Green Dragon, Alderbury, Wilts, SP5 3AR. (SU183274)
Sun 21 Mar 2010 Somersetshire Walk: The Upper Locks, Combe Hay. These locks on private and not
10.00am
Coal CT
accessible to the public. Meet: The Avenue, Combe Hay
Thu 25 Mar 2010 Somersetshire "Restoring Brassknocker Basin" by Tim Wheeldon. The Radstock Working
7.30pm
Coal CT
Mens' Club, Radstock, BA3 3PR. (ST688547)
Fri 26 Mar 2010 Kennet & Avon AGM and 'Canal ropes, knots and ropework - incl. hands-on work' by John
7.30 for 8.00pm CT
Arthurs. All Saints Church Hall, Downshire Square, Reading RG1 6NH.
(SU705729) £2.50 to cover hall hire and tea or coffee.
Wed 31 March
Kennet & Avon Boat Building & Industry at Honey Street (on the K&A) by Adrian Softley.
2010 7.45pm
CT
Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury RG14 5AS. (SU472672) Admission
free - light refreshments - parking £1. 00

Mike Chapman 01225 426948 Email:
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk
Graham Smith: 01635 580356 Email:
GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net

Sun 17 Jan, 21
Paul Barnett
Feb, 21 Mar 2010
1.00pm

Paul Barnett: 07833 143231 Email:
barnadillo@aol.com Web:
www.friendsofpurton.org.uk
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Guided tours through the remains of the Purton Hulks led by Paul
Barnett. Tour fee £3.50 per person. Approx 2 hours weather permitting.
Meet Purton Lower Bridge, Gloucester & Sharpness Canal (SO692044).
NEWSLETTER

Patrick Moss: 07736 859882 Email:
lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk
Maureen Greenham: 023 8040 6951
Email: maureen.greenham@talktalk.net
John Swift: 0118 941 5540 Email:
swift.john21@googlemail.com
Derrick Hunt: 01225 863066

Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email:
info@apas-engineering.com
David Millett: 01252 617364 Email:
d.millett7@ntlworld.com Web:
www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk
Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841 Ron &
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk
Mike Chapman 01225 426948 Email:
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk
Patrick Moss: 07736 859882 Email:
lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk
John Swift: 0118 941 5540 Email:
swift.john21@googlemail.com
Graham Smith: 01635 580356 Email:
GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net
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SO U THA M PTON CA N A L SO CI E T Y
Established 1967

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, restoration and
development, and to give practical help on waterway projects.
President:

Committee:

Brian Evans.

Maureen Greenham, Peter Oates, Alan Rose, David TownleyJones

Chairman:
Paul Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire,
SO53 1TB. Tel: 023 8026 2365.
Email: p_herbert1@sky.com

Secretary:
Angela Rose, Hilo, Hungerford, Bursledon, Hampshire, SO31
8DF. Tel: 02380 632558 (day) 02380 403982 (home)
Email: info@apas-engineering.com

Treasurer & Membership Secretary

Anne Coleman, 14 Redmoor Close, Bitterne, Southampton,
SO19 4DH. Tel: 023 8044 2552. Email: wiseowl@tcp.co.uk

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster:

Peter Oates, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford,
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH. Tel: 01327 341798.
Email: scs@whitenap.plus.com

Society Website:

http://www.sotoncs.org.uk

Meetings:
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm. (See Waterways
Diary.) Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ.
OS Grid Ref: SU410184.

December Meeting

Annual Inter-Society Waterways Quiz and American Supper
As always, the annual Inter-Society Waterways Quiz proved to be
a popular and humorous event. As winners of the 2008 event our
own Society hosted the evening with teams from IWA Solent &
Arun Branch, IWA Salisbury Group, IWA Guildford & Reading
Branch, and Southampton Canal Society again taking part. The
Quizmaster was our own Eric Lewis, ably assisted by wife Sue.
After a closely fought contest over Eric’s often difficult questions,
the IWA Salisbury Group came out on top and was awarded the
trophy. Runners-up were IWA Guildford & Reading, followed by
the teams from Southampton and Solent & Arun. Many
congratulations to the Salisbury Group team who will now be
responsible for organising next year’s Quiz, which our Society will
again be pleased to host.
In the audience participation section, in a low scoring round, there
was a dead-heat between Myra Glover and Rosemary Davis, with

the latter winning the tie-break question. Congratulations
Rosemary – and I hope you enjoyed your prize of a bottle of wine.
Many thanks to our Quizmaster, Eric, who was presented with a
book token, to Sue who also had to work hard, and to all members
of the teams who took part.
Many thanks also to all those who generously donated prizes for
our Christmas Raffle. A special ‘thank you’ to Pam McKeown who
again had baked another of her splendid Christmas Cakes as the
star prize in the raffle, the winner also being Rosemary Davis.
After the Quiz we all enjoyed the traditional American Supper
which, as always, was generously provided by Society members.
Many thanks to all those who provided the food, assisted with
laying it all out, worked in the kitchen, and assisted laying out the
hall and clearing away at the end of the evening.
Paul Herbert

Piece of Brentford's waterways history under threat
The Inland Waterways Association is appealing to Brentford
residents to help save a unique piece of canal heritage from
demolition. The IWA are desperately trying to hold off developers
by coming up with a viable use for the unique warehouse which
extends over Grand Union Canal in Commerce Road.
The overhanging structure includes the only example of a fully
covered transhipment wet-dock in London and the IWA believe it
should be retained as part of Brentford's regeneration programme,
instead of demolished. An IWA spokesman said: “This historic
structure dating from the early 1960s will be yet another instance
of disappearing waterway heritage unless imaginative ideas for its
potential use are forthcoming very soon.”

IWA hope to forward conservation ideas for the site to developers
ISIS, who are to present their plans for the delapitated warehouse
in early February, after their previous proposal to demolish the site
was rejected in 2007.

“Proposals so far have been DIY superstructure painting, and/or
as a canoe club and training centre. Maybe lateral thinking by a
wider audience can come up with a possible, hopefully water
related use, for the combined warehouse wet-dock site.”
Send any suggestions to rogersquires@btinernet.com or
johnashley@btinternet.com.
http://www.hounslowchronicle.co.uk December 15 2009

At the PHOENIX, TWYFORD on FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2010 at 7.00PM
£10.50 PER HEAD INCLUSIVE OF BUFFET
Bookings and further information from:
MAUREEN GREENHAM Tel: 023 8040 6951 Email: maureen.greenham@talktalk.net
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