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Chairman’s Column
Happy New Year
We are not always able to publish a January Newsletter
because of the Christmas and New Year ‘shut-down’
when regular contributors, editor and printer are often
away (or recovering!). However, we have all pulled out
the stops this year in order to publish this first
Newsletter of 2007.
It gives me great pleasure to send all our members my
best wishes for the New Year.

January Meeting
This month we are holding our popular
annual Members’ Photographic Evening
and Competition, full details of which
were published in the last Newsletter.
Our 2007 Programme
This year the Society will, of course, be celebrating its
40th anniversary, and we are close to finalising our
monthly programme of speakers and other events.
Next month we will be welcoming Neil Arlidge to tell
us about the cruising adventures of the ‘Tuesday Night
Club’. In March our own members, Ron and Myra
Glover, will be giving us one of their regular
presentations, this time about their cruises on the rivers
of Southern Germany. The following month Peter
Boyce will be talking to us about ‘The Moving
Meadow’ (a section of our landscape going for a
cruise) and his restoration work on his narrow boat tug
‘The James Loader’. Roger Squires will be visiting us
the following meeting (actual programme topic to be
advised). It is currently proposed that our 40th AGM
will be held at the end of July. The ever-popular ‘Day

Star Theatre’ will be returning to Chilworth in October,
after a few years break, to present a special compilation
programme. Then, in December, we will again be
hosting the Inter-Society Waterways Quiz.
Other events are being organised to celebrate our
anniversary, including the following.

Skittles Evening
Our member Rogan Olding has organised a Society
Skittles Evening on Friday 9
March 2007. Full details are in this
Newsletter. Please note that the
charge of £10 per person is to
cover the hire of the skittle alley,
food, and prize for the winner. This
has always been a very popular
Society event on previous occasions and numbers are
limited to around 30 – so get your bookings in to
Rogan as soon as possible. First come – first served!
Spring Outing
Members will recall that our proposed trip on the Wey
& Arun Canal in October had to be cancelled due to
water shortage in that waterway. Organiser, Maureen
Greenham, will be re-organising the event during the
spring – the new date and full details will be published
in a future Newsletter.

Society 40th Anniversary Clothing
It is proposed to arrange for the supply of special sweat
shirts and tee shirts etc to mark our 40th anniversary.
Further details will be included in the next Newsletter.
Paul Herbert

December Meeting
Annual Inter-Society Waterways Quiz and American Supper
The annual Inter-Society Waterways Quiz is always a
popular evening as the teams fight it out, in very good
humour, for the winner’s trophy.
On this occasion the ‘usual teams’ of Southampton
Canal Society, IWA Salisbury Group and IWA
Solent & Arun Branch were joined by the team
from the Chichester Ship Canal Trust, who were
warmly welcomed. The very first quiz was hosted
by the Chichester Canal Society way back in
1993. This time the Quizmaster was Chris Davey
who had set several rounds of really challenging
questions, but managed to maintain control at all
times. Chris had experienced IT problems that
morning preventing him from displaying slides to
accompany his questions; however that certainly didn’t
detract from his ‘performance’.
The quiz winners were the holding champions,
Southampton Canal Society, comprising Laura
Sturrock, Peter Oates, Alan Rose and Rogan Olding
(who had stepped in to fill a vacancy at the last minute)
– congratulations to them. Runners up were the IWA
Solent & Arun Group. The trophy was presented to
Southampton Team Captain, Peter Oates, (again) but
the other teams will be pleased to note that Peter has
agreed to be Quizmaster at the 2007 Quiz which will
take him out of the running as part of our own team on

that occasion.
Chris had also set the audience special questions and
the winner was Sue Lewis, who was presented with a
bottle of wine. Congratulations Sue.
Many thanks to our Quizmaster, Chris, who was
presented with a gift token, and to all the
members of the teams who took part.
The 2007 Inter-Society Waterways Quiz will be
organised by our Society and will be held at
Chilworth on Thursday 6 December.
During the evening I was able to fulfil a very
pleasant task. The Committee had agreed that we
should present a bottle of wine to all those
Society members who had given us talks during the
year and it was my pleasure to be able to make those
presentations, thanking them for their valuable
contribution to the Society’s programme.
After the auction we all enjoyed the traditional
American Supper which, as always, was generously
provided by Society members. There was plenty of
food which was all delicious. Many thanks to all those
who provided the food and to all those helpers who
assisted with the layout of both halls, worked in the
kitchen and cleared away at the end of the evening.
Paul Herbert

Save our Waterways
Waterway Grants for 2007-08

from 195 MPs - equal top out of 591 motions.

Late in the afternoon of 22nd December (the last working day before
Christmas), the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs
(DEFRA) announced its budget allocations of funding for 2007-08 for
its sponsored bodies and executive agencies, which includes British
Waterways and the Environment Agency. The figure for British
Waterways is £57.55 million, which excludes the grant made by the
Scottish Executive for waterways in Scotland, but includes £2.048m
for the repayment of a loan from the National Loans Fund (for upgrade
of the Sheffield & South Yorkshire Navigation), which was agreed
under 'Waterways for Tomorrow' six years ago. The net figure for
comparison is therefore £55.5 million, which is similar to 2006-07,
after the cuts in funding were made and with no allowance for
inflation. BW's original budget for 2006-07 was £62.5 million.
In a press release issued on 23rd December, John Fletcher, IWA
national chairman, said, "Clearly the government is not proud of this
settlement for British Waterways for the next financial year, which we
understand was decided a little while ago - otherwise it would never
have attempted to bury it under the last-minute Christmas shopping.
However, the Department's strategy could backfire, as IWA is making
special efforts to let many of its active members know the gloomy
news straight away, so that they will have the whole Christmas
holidays to be busy writing letters to their MPs, for when the
parliamentarians get back to the House of Commons in the New Year."
The total funding for the Environment Agency in 2007-08 is to be
£661million, of which the navigation budget is a small amount which
is yet to be decided internally by the Agency. DEFRA's full
announcement is available at:
www.defra.gov.uk/news/2006/061222c.htm
The IWA has written to the Waterways Minister, Barry Gardiner MP,
to express its concern at the miserly funding allocation for BW. IWA
has challenged the Minister as to why he chose not to reinstate the cuts
to BW's grant-in-aid after he had led people to believe that he would.
IWA is particularly disappointed at the apparent variance between the
announcement and the minister's statement in a radio interview earlier
in 2006. In an interview with Jane Garvey on BBC Radio 5 Live on
12th October 2006, in answer to a question about BW’s redundancies,
the minister clearly stated that the budget reductions were "one-off cuts
that have been made this year." IWA has an audio tape of the
broadcast and the words are quite clear.
John Fletcher said: "I have had to write to the Minister to ask why he
has quite clearly indicated that the budget cuts were 'one-off' and now
by his actions he is demonstrating that he never intended this at all. At
best, the minister has completely misled everyone, whether
intentionally or not. But the really important point is that the funding
settlement for 2007 to 2008 is simply not sufficient for BW to gain the
full benefits available for waterway regeneration. In DEFRA's overall
budget terms, the grant cuts are tiny, but they make such a difference to
what BW can achieve - so we cannot understand why the Department
has got it so badly wrong yet again."

Other News
 Early Day Motion 90 (Inland Waterways) currently has signatures

 Will Chapman's e-petition to the Prime Minister on the Number 10
website is doing well but is in need of more signatures. See
http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/SaveOurWaterways/

 A Parliamentary Debate on BW funding cuts was held on 6th
December and a recording may be watched on the internet at
www.parliamentlive.tv/Player/index.aspx?Encoding=5725 or read at
www.waterways.org.uk/News/CurrentCampaigns/DefraCuts#VBMu

 The Waterways Minister addressed the All-Party Parliamentary
Waterways Group on 12th December. For a report see
www.mike-stevens.co.uk/defracuts/Parliament/PWG-December.htm

 An inquiry into BW funding by the EFRA Committee, a Select
Committee of MPs looking into DEFRA affairs will take place in the
New Year. See www.parliament.uk/efracom

 BW senior management in talks with DEFRA, knowing the whole
waterways community is behind it.

Where do we go from here?
We must keep the pressure up on the Government. DEFRA is well
aware now it won't be able to hide, but will it survive as a department
after Tony Blair goes? This all begs a number of questions which are
worth discussing with your MP, maybe face to face at a surgery:-

 If DEFRA remains, will BW get its grant level restored?
 If not, but assuming DEFRA does remain in its present form, should
a different department sponsor BW? Some possible candidates being
Transport, Culture, or even Community and Local Government. All
have their merits, Transport because BW used to be under them,
Culture because of tourism and heritage, or the DCLG because they
deal with planning and regeneration.

 Should the navigation function of EA be transferred to BW or
become a independent authority?

 If new departments are created by a new Prime Minister and DEFRA
broken up, isn't it an ideal opportunity to move waterways to the one
most suited to their needs?

 Is there an alternative to unreliable government Grant-in-Aid
handouts? Should BW be given a property dowry and told to get on
with making its money from that? Can BW be put into the driving
seat and set a charge on the national or local public purse for the
services it renders to the casual visitor?
Get your MP to approach Number 11 - it might pay double dividends,
it holds the purse strings and maybe the new PM?
Various demonstrations are still planned - for the latest details see
www.saveourwaterways.org.uk.
A flotilla of boats is being organized past the Houses of Parliament on
the 16th of January. Further details from Andrew Phasey on
07850753633 email: Andrew_Phasey@btinternet.com
Presentation of a written petition to Westminster by road is also
planned, so SOW petition forms need to be signed and returned.
Information from IWA Press Releases and NABO News December 2006

Itchen Update
Peter Boyce writes: The Itchen Navigation Project was allocated
£1.6m by the Heritage Lottery Fund in May for a one year
development phase. Project management staff at the Hampshire
Wildlife Trust at Botley have been recruited, and the engineering
company Atkins have been chosen to carry out the development
and construction work. Flora and fauna surveys have been carried
out and will be part of any engineering work.
I attended an on-site visit to the Winchester end of the Navigation
on the 19 October. We studied the pound between the terminus
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wharf and St Catherine’s Lock. Two projects will need our input
here: some preventative maintenance of Black Bridge, and major
restoration of St Catherine’s Lock chamber. This turf sided lock is
the summit lock of the navigation and is at present covered in tree
growth, with sections of brickwork needing rebuilding once the
trees have been removed by contractors. Detailed planning of the
work is now going ahead, and will start in earnest in the winter of
2007/8.
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Waterways Diary
The following is a list of waterway events taking place within
approximately 50 miles of Southampton. Hopefully you can find
something to interest you. Whilst every effort is made to ensure
the correctness of this information, please check with the listed
Time
Thu 4 Jan 2007
7.45pm

Organiser

contact who will be glad to confirm and supply further details of
that event.
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list
then please contact the editor.

Details

Southampton CS Members’ Slides, Prints and Photo Competition. Chilworth Parish Hall,
Chilworth, Southampton.

Contact
Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384

Wed 17 Jan 2007 Surrey &
8.00pm
Hampshire CS

Tony Ellis - “The future of the Thames Sailing Barge 'Cambria'.“ This
barge was the last British registered vessel to trade under sail alone.
Parish Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, nr Woking, Surrey.

Thu 18 Jan 2007 IWA Salisbury
7.30pm
Group

Don Cross from Wessexplore Tourist Services will talk about “The
Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron &
Salisbury Avon Navigation” including the history of the navigation in the Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
17th and 18th centuries. The Green Dragon, Alderbury, Salisbury
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk

Sun 21 Jan 2007 Somersetshire
10.00am
Coal CS

Walk - Dunkerton & Withyditch. Meet at layby on A367 (by telephone
box).

Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 Email:
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk

Fri 26 Jan 2007
7.45pm for 8.00

“Water Mills of the Kennet” with Brian Eighteen. Turnham's Farm Hall,
Little Heath Road, Tilehurst, Reading.

John and Pam Swift: 0118 9415540
Email: johns@360swift.com

“Have Boat: Will Travel II” by David Saady. The Stone Building, Newbury
Wharf, Newbury.

Graham Smith: 01635 580356
Email : grahamv.smith@virgin.net

Kennet & Avon
CT

Wed 31 Jan 2007 Kennet & Avon
7.45pm
CT
Thu 1 Feb 2007
7.45pm

Southampton CS “Adventures of the Tuesday Night Club” with Neil Arlidge. Chilworth
Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton.

David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter
Coxhead (01932 344564).

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384.

Sun 18 Feb 2007 Somersetshire
10.00am
Coal CS

Walk - Wellow Tunnel. Meet at Wellow station car park.

Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 Email:
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk.

Wed 21 Feb 2007 Surrey &
8.00pm
Hampshire CS

“The RNLI Teddington Lifeboat Station” with Bob Tough. Parish Pavilion, David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter
Station Road, Chobham, nr Woking, Surrey.
Coxhead (01932 344564).

Wed 28 Feb 2007 Kennet & Avon
7.45pm
CT

“The Dorset & Somerset Canal” by Derrick Hunt. The Stone Building,
Newbury Wharf, Newbury.

Graham Smith: 01635 580356
Email : grahamv.smith@virgin.net

Thu 1 Mar 2007
7.45pm

Southampton CS Ron & Myra Glover will talk about The Rivers of Southern Germany: The
Main, The Rhine, and The Lahn. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth,
Southampton.

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384

Fri 9 Mar 2007
7.30pm

Southampton CS Skittles Evening at the Kings Head, Hursley. Tickets £10 to include
buffet meal. Booking essential. See also page 1.

Rogan Olding: 02380 263660 Email:
olding@freenet.co.uk

Thu 15 Mar 2007 IWA Salisbury
7.30pm
Group

“The canal that never was – Friends, foes, families, feuds, finance and
failure.” Derrick Hunt will be talking about the Dorset and Somerset
Canal. The Green Dragon, Alderbury, Salisbury

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron &
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk

Wed 21 Mar
2007 8.00pm

Surrey &
Hampshire CS

“The Manchester Ship Canal” with Richard Thomas. Parish Pavilion,
Station Road, Chobham, nr Woking, Surrey.

David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter
Coxhead (01932 344564).

Wed 28 Mar
2007 7.45pm

Kennet & Avon
CT

“Waterways Past & Present” by Derek Pratt. The Stone Building,
Newbury Wharf, Newbury.

Graham Smith: 01635 580356
Email : grahamv.smith@virgin.net

Fri 30 Mar 2007
7.45pm

Kennet & Avon
CT

AGM followed by photographer Alan Copeland on "Curiosities in the
Chiltern". Turnham's Farm Hall, Little Heath Road, Tilehurst, Reading.

John and Pam Swift: 0118 9415540
Email: johns@360swift.com

Thu 5 Apr 2007
7.45pm

Southampton CS "The Moving Meadow" by Peter Boyce. He will also be talking about the Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384
work he has carried out on his tug 'James Loader'. Chilworth Parish Hall,
Chilworth, Southampton.

Wed 18 Apr 2007 Surrey &
8.00pm
Hampshire CS

“The canals de l'Est and the Rhone au Rhin” - an illustrated talk by
David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter
Robin Higgs. Parish Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, nr Woking, Surrey. Coxhead (01932 344564).

Wed 25 Apr 2007 Kennet & Avon
7.45pm
CT

Wey & Arun Canal Restoration Update with Jim Phillips preceded by
AGM. The Stone Building, Newbury Wharf, Newbury.

Graham Smith: 01635 580356
Email : grahamv.smith@virgin.net

Thu 26 Apr 2007 Southampton CS Details not finalised but Roger Squires promises us “something exotic”. Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384
7.45pm
Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton.
Sun 29 Apr 2007 IWA Salisbury
10.30am
Group

Visit to Fussell's Balance lock on The Dorset & Somerset Canal at Mells
near Frome. Meet 10.30am, visit the excavation site, lunch at The
Talbot Pub where artefacts and plans may be viewed. Cost approx £2
per person.

Wed 16 May
2007 8.00pm

Pablo Haworth with “The story of Bailey Bridging” with details of bridges David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter
on the Basingstoke Canal. Parish Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, nr
Coxhead (01932 344564).
Woking, Surrey.

Surrey &
Hampshire CS

Thu 17 May 2007 IWA Salisbury
7.30pm
Group

Richard Thomas will be talking on "Waterway Wonders". A tour of some
of the engineering marvels around the waterways system. The Green
Dragon, Alderbury, Salisbury.

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron &
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron &
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email:
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk

Thu 4 Oct 2007
7.45pm

Southampton CS Performance by Day-Star Theatre. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth,
Southampton.

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384

Thu 6 Dec 2007
7.45pm

Southampton CS Inter-Society Waterways Quiz and American Supper. Chilworth Parish
Hall, Chilworth, Southampton.

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384
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SOUTHAMPTON CANAL SOCIET Y
Established 1967

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, restoration and
development, and to give practical help on waterway projects.
President:
Brian Evans.

Acting Treasurer & Membership Secretary
Anne Coleman, 14 Redmoor Close, Bitterne, Southampton,
SO18 4DH. Tel: 023 8086 6272. Email: wiseowl@tcp.co.uk
Committee:
Maureen Greenham, Peter Oates, Alan Rose, David TownleyJones
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster:
Peter Oates, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford,
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH. Tel: 01327 341798.
Email: peter@whitenap.plus.com
Society Website:
http://www.whitenap.plus.com
Meetings:
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm. (See Waterways Diary.) Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton.

Chairman:
Paul Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford,
Hampshire, SO53 1TB. Tel: 023 8026 2365.
Email: paul@herbertpaul.wanadoo.co.uk
Secretary:
Eric Lewis, 51 Friars Croft, Calmore, Southampton,
SO40 2SS. Tel: 023 8086 0384
E-mail: sue.eric.lewis@ukonline.co.uk
Vice Chairman, Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
Laura Sturrock, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford,
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH. Tel: 01327 341798.
Email: laura@whitenap.plus.com

Basingstoke Canal - Review
Report endorsed

THE KINGS HEAD, HURSLEY
FRIDAY 9 MARCH 2007
7.30PM

Option 2: Management by a third party - British Waterways National Trust - Set up independent body, such as a charitable trust
or a Regional Park Authority

Menu:
Curry
Sweet & Sour Chicken
Lasagne
Vegetarian Option

Bookings and further information from
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To their credit, the officers of the County Councils set up project
teams to consider three options for the future of the canal, these
were:
Option 1: Unchanged Management - Cutting the level of service
- Formalise the funding agreement

£10 PER HEAD INCLUSIVE OF BUFFET

ROGAN OLDING
Tel: 02380 263660
Email: olding@freenet.co.uk

The results of inadequate funding of a man-made canal navigation
are finally becoming clear to the two County Councils who are
freeholders of this canal on behalf of the public. Faced with the reality of basically zero capital investment over the last decade, various “bright” ideas emerged to avoid expenditure, such as “Can’t we
get BW to take over the canal?”; “Can’t we abandon part of the
canal, eg Deepcut flight, to save money?”

Option 3: Stop or limit use of the Canal - Retain water but stop
through boat movements.
The recommendations of the Project Teams were placed before
members of the Joint Management Committee at their meeting on
20th October and accepted by them. Thus it was agreed that there
should be a formal funding agreement and that in the meantime the
possibilities of outsourcing to a private company or the creation of
a Charitable Trust should be considered further (neither BW nor
the National Trust were interested in taking over the waterway).
It was accepted that in order to implement such options, the canal
would need to be put in a good state of repair and a crucial
recommendation was that the County Councils should commission
a Condition Survey for the Canal. One practical factor that could
limit the scope for change was the question of insurance and this
had yet to be resolved.
Two conclusive recommendations were that the possibility of converting the Canal into a Regional Park Authority should be discounted and the option of closing the canal to through navigation
should not be pursued further at this time.
Clearly a lot of effort went into examining the options in depth and
the production of such a comprehensive report. Councillors should
now be in no doubt about the importance of finding a long-term
solution to the funding of the canal both as regards its day-to-day
administration and its ongoing maintenance.
IWA Cargoes - Winter 2006
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