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February Meeting 
We are pleased that our long-time members, Eric and 
Sue Lewis, will be entertaining us this evening with 
“Round Britain in the 1970s.”  

December's Inter-Society Quiz 
When I wrote the item about December's Inter-Society 
Waterways Quiz in the last Newsletter I meant to 
include a group photograph but forgot to do so. 
However, this oversight has now been remedied, please 
see elsewhere in this issue.  

January Meeting 
It was most regrettable that, for the first time in the 
Society’s long history, we had to cancel a monthly 
meeting. However, as I know members will have 
appreciated, the snow and icy conditions would have 
made the journey to Chilworth difficult and we were 
advised that conditions around the hall itself were 
treacherous. We did investigate whether it might be 
possible to re-programme the Members’ Photographic 
Evening later in the year but, as we haven’t got a vacant 
slot, that will not be possible. 

Society New Year Lunch 
Details of our Society Lunch at The Blue Hayes 
Restaurant on Saturday 16 January are included in this 
Newsletter. 

Society Skittles Evening 
About thirty members have signed up for our next 
Skittles Evening on Friday 26 February, at the Phoenix 
public house in Twyford (see the advert in this 
Newsletter). If you want to go but haven’t informed 
Maureen yet then please do so as soon as possible. 
Maureen’s details are in the advert. Tony Fry has kindly 
volunteered to organise the skittles side of the evening. 
There will be a raffle held during the event and the 
donation of prizes would be much appreciated. The 
Phoenix is easy to find – just drive into Twyford on the 
B3335 and the pub is on the main road, on the right 
coming from Winchester or the left coming from the 

Colden Common direction. 

Proposed Boat Gathering 
As I said in my column last month, this informal event 
can go ahead provided there is enough interest. At 
present only three boating members have indicated they 
can probably attend. So, if you would like to take part, 
please contact me as soon as possible, otherwise, I am 
afraid the gathering will not take place this year. 

Change of Date 
A change of date for your diary. I am pleased that Day-
Star Theatre will be returning to visit us again in 
October. However, this will be one day later than our 
planned meeting for that month, viz. Friday 8 October. 

Members 
Our best wishes go to Andy Berncastle, who is suffering 
from health problems, and to Joan Smith who (at the 
time of writing) is recovering in hospital following a bad 
fall. 

Membership Subscriptions 
Just a reminder that our new membership year starts on 
1 April and subscriptions (Individual - £15; Joint/Family 
- £22) should be paid to Anne at our meeting on 1 April, 
or if you are unable to attend that meeting, as soon as 
possible thereafter. 

2010 Programme 
With the exception of one month, our programme for 
this year has now been confirmed and details are 
included elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

Society Burgees 
Some of our boating members proudly fly the Society 
burgee (small triangular pennant, white logo on a dark 
blue background) on their boats but we ran out of stock 
some years ago. Alan and Angela are investigating the 
possibility of acquiring new stock but this will depend 
on demand. So, if you want a burgee can you please 
contact Alan and Angela. 

Paul Herbert 

Chairman’s Column 

Quiz Photographs 

Above: The four teams and, in the centre, the quizmaster. 
Top right: Paul hands Rosemary Davis her prize for winning the audience section. 
Lower right: Quizmaster Eric and Sue Lewis receiving their thank you book token. 
Photos: © Ray Carnell & Paul Herbert 
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2010 Programme 
Our Secretary, Angela Rose, has been working hard in recent 
months and has now completed our programme for the coming 
year:- 
In March Alan Copeland will be visiting us with his ‘Curiosities of 
the Chilterns’; on 1 April we will be sailing down ‘China’s Grand 
Canal’ with Liam D’arcy Brown, while later that month, on 29 
April, we will be having ‘Goslings Gallivants 2009’ with Paul 
Gosling. 
At our next meeting, on 3 June, we will be hearing from John 
Silman and Tony Yoward about ‘Canals and Mills, General & 
Industrial’ and then on 1 July we will be receiving an update on the 
‘Itchen Navigation Project’ from Ali Morse of The Hampshire & 
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust. 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on 29 July. Our 
programme for 2 September is currently awaiting confirmation but 

on Friday 8 October (please note the change of date) we will be 
welcoming back Day-Star Theatre with ‘The Worst Summer 
Ever’ (considering the appalling summer weather we have 
experienced over the last three years or so, I hope the title of their 
production is not an omen for this year!). 
There’s a very topical programme on 4 November when Richard 
Thomas pays a return visit to us with ‘The Gunpowder Plot. No 
surprises on 2 December and 6 January when we will be hosting, 
respectively, the Inter-Society Waterways Quiz and our Members’ 
Photographic Evening. 
In addition, there will be the Skittles Evening on 26 February (and, 
maybe, another later in the year); the Society Boat Gathering in 
early May; a boat trip, and possibly a barbecue. So.....watch this 
space for further details. 

Paul Herbert 

We achieved another full house for the Society’s New Year Lunch 
held at The Blue Hayes Restaurant at Shootash on Saturday 16 
January. The event was a great success and we all enjoyed the 
excellent food, the company of our colleagues, and the fun of 
pulling left-over Christmas Crackers and Party Poppers. It is likely 
that a similar event will be held next year. 

An additional pleasure that lunchtime was to celebrate the birthday 
of Ann Fry, seen here with her surprise cake. 
Many thanks to Maureen for her splendid organisation, once again. 

Paul Herbert 

Photos: © Paul Herbert 

Society New Year Lunch 
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The following is a list of waterway events taking place within 
approximately 50 miles of Southampton. Whilst every effort is made to 
ensure the correctness of this information, please check with the listed 
contact who will be glad to confirm and supply further details. 

Recently, OS grid references and/or postcodes have been added (where 
known but not guaranteed) to aid location of the event. 
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list then 
please contact the editor. 

Waterways Diary 

Time Organiser Details Contact  

Thu 4 Feb 2010 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS Eric & Sue Lewis show slides “Round Britain in the 1970's.” Chilworth 
Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184). 

Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email: 
info@apas-engineering.com 

Thu 4 Mar 2010 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS Alan Copeland with “Curiosities of the Chilterns.” Chilworth Parish Hall, 
Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. (SU410184). 

Angela Rose: 02380 403982 Email: 
info@apas-engineering.com 

Wed 24 Feb 2010 
7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

“The Cotswolds Canals Restoration” by Liz Payne, Chairman of Cotswolds 
CT. Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury RG14 5AS. (SU472672) 
Admission free - light refreshments - parking £1. 00  

Graham Smith: 01635 580356  Email: 
GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net 

Wed 17 Feb 2010 
8.00pm 

Surrey & 
Hampshire CS 

Roddy McKee - “Tale of Two Steamers - Waverley and Kingswear Castle”. 
The story of these sea-going paddle steamers. Parish Pavilion, Recreation 
Ground, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ. (SU974615). 

David Millett: 01252 617364 Email: 
d.millett7@ntlworld.com Web: 
www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk 

Wed 17 Mar 2010 
8.00pm 

Surrey & 
Hampshire CS 

Ron and Myra Glover - “Crossing Germany from West to East”. Ron and 
Myra will be describing and illustrating their cruises in Germany. Parish 
Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Station Road, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8AZ. 
(SU974615). 

David Millett: 01252 617364 Email: 
d.millett7@ntlworld.com Web: 
www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk 

Wed 31 March 
2010 7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

“Boat Building & Industry at Honey Street” (on the K&A) by Adrian Softley. 
Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury RG14 5AS. (SU472672) Admission 
free - light refreshments - parking £1. 00  

Graham Smith: 01635 580356  Email: 
GrahamV.Smith@virgin.net 

Fri 26 Feb 2010 
7.30 for 8.00pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

“The old Bath Road” - by Tony King. All Saints Church Hall, Downshire 
Square, Reading RG1 6NH. (SU705729) £2.50 to cover hall hire and tea 
or coffee. 

John Swift: 0118 941 5540 Email: 
swift.john21@googlemail.com 

Fri 26 Mar 2010 
7.30 for 8.00pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

AGM and “Canal ropes, knots and ropework - incl. hands-on work” by 
John Arthurs. All Saints Church Hall, Downshire Square, Reading RG1 
6NH. (SU705729) £2.50 to cover hall hire and tea or coffee. 

John Swift: 0118 941 5540 Email: 
swift.john21@googlemail.com 

Sun 21 Feb 2010 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CT 

Walk: Combe Hay to Dunkerton & the Aqueducts (4 miles). Meet: The 
Avenue, Combe Hay. 

Mike Chapman 01225 426948 Email: 
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk  

Fri 26 Feb 2010 
7.00pm 

Southampton CS Skittles Evening. The Phoenix, High Street, Twyford, SO21 1RF
(SU481245). £10.50 per head including buffet.  

Maureen Greenham: 023 8040 6951 
Email: maureen.greenham@talktalk.net 

Thu 25 Feb 2010 
7.30pm 

Somersetshire 
Coal CT 

“Boat Lifts” by Terry Paget. The Radstock Working Mens' Club, Radstock, 
BA3 3PR. (ST688547) 

Patrick Moss: 07736 859882 Email: 
lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk 

Sat 27 Feb 2010 
10.30am or 
2.00pm 

 Open Day - Fussell balance lock trial site, Mells. Excavations recently 
completed on this experimental lock structure on the uncompleted 
Dorset & Somerset Canal. Rare chance to visit this site on private land. If 
you would like to book a place, please contact Derrick Hunt in advance, 
preferably by e-mail. 

Derrick Hunt: 
derrickjohnhunt@btinternet.com 
01225 863066  

Sun 21 Mar 2010 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CT 

Walk: The Upper Locks, Combe Hay. These locks on private and not 
accessible to the public. Meet: The Avenue, Combe Hay 

Mike Chapman 01225 426948 Email: 
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk  

Thu 25 Mar 2010 
7.30pm 

Somersetshire 
Coal CT 

“Restoring Brassknocker Basin” by Tim Wheeldon. The Radstock Working 
Mens' Club, Radstock, BA3 3PR. (ST688547) 

Patrick Moss: 07736 859882 Email: 
lazydaysafloat@yahoo.co.uk 

Thu 18 Feb 2010 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

“Grand Western Canal” with Denis Dodd. The talk will include details of 
the excavations of the boat lift at Nynehead. The Green Dragon, 
Alderbury, Wilts, SP5 3AR. (SU183274) 

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841 Ron & 
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk 

Thu 18 Mar 2010 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

Ron Heritage is the chairman of the IWA Oxford branch. His talk will cover 
trips on the Thames Tideway, River Mersey and waterways in Scotland. 
The Green Dragon, Alderbury, Wilts, SP5 3AR. (SU183274) 

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841 Ron & 
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk 

    

Sun 21 Feb, 21 
Mar 2010 1.00pm 

Paul Barnett Guided tours through the remains of the Purton Hulks led by Paul 
Barnett. Tour fee £3.50 per person. Approx 2 hours weather permitting.  
Meet Purton Lower Bridge, Gloucester & Sharpness Canal (SO692044). 

Paul Barnett: 07833 143231 Email: 
barnadillo@aol.com Web: 
www.friendsofpurton.org.uk 

By the time you read this Newsletter, a major part of the Society’s 
website should have been updated and enlarged. As a result of being 
asked to give a talk to the Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society on the 
Itchen Navigation, I decided to add some new photographs I had 
taken last September into that section of the Society’s website. 
Then looking at the site, I felt these pages a little bit “old-hat” and 
could do with a bit of a re-vamp. Some of the work I had done to 
existing pictures to make them suitable for the website didn’t look as 
good as it might. I also found some slides taken from the 1970s to the 
1990s. (By the way, I have looking for about 30-40 more slides of the 
waterway I know I took in 1976 but I can’t find them - if anyone 
knows where they are I would be very pleased to hear from them.) 
I had put the first information about the Navigation on our website in 
1999. Then in 2003 I included a selection of pictures. At that time, I 

kept the descriptions of sections of the route separate from galleries 
of photographs showing the waterway. However, but I now felt that 
that was a bit too cumbersome to use so now the pictures have been 
incorporated into the descriptive pages and in a new way. 
Hopefully, the new look pages will be available for public viewing 
during the first week of February. The text has been updated and 
expanded and the number of pictures increased by more than 30% to 
some 360. The earliest picture dates from 1843 but most are from the 
period 1975 to 2009. And the layout and look of the pages has been 
improved - at least I hope you’ll agree that it has. 
So the site is www.sotoncs.org.uk/itchen/itchen_ind.htm  Have a look 
and, maybe as a result, you might find yourself taking a walk and 
looking at the “real thing.” 

Peter Oates 

A new look at the Itchen Navigation 
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President: 
Brian Evans. 

Chairman: 
Paul Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire, 
SO53 1TB. Tel: 023 8026 2365. 
Email: p_herbert1@sky.com 

Secretary: 
Angela Rose, Hilo, Hungerford, Bursledon, Hampshire, SO31 
8DF. Tel: 02380 632558 (day) 02380 403982 (home)  
Email: info@apas-engineering.com 

Treasurer & Membership Secretary 
Anne Coleman, 14 Redmoor Close, Bitterne, Southampton, 
SO19 4DH. Tel: 023 8044 2552. Email: wiseowl@tcp.co.uk 

Committee: 
Maureen Greenham, Peter Oates, Alan Rose, David Townley-
Jones 

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster: 
Peter Oates, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford, 
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH. Tel: 01327 341798.  
Email: scs@whitenap.plus.com 

Society Website: 
http://www.sotoncs.org.uk 

Meetings: 
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm. (See Waterways 
Diary.) Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton, SO16 7JZ. 
OS Grid Ref: SU410184. 

SOUTHAMPTON CANAL SOCIET Y 
Established 1967 

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, restoration and 
development, and to give practical help on waterway projects. 

At the PHOENIX, TWYFORD on FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2010 at 7.00PM 
£10.50 PER HEAD INCLUSIVE OF BUFFET 

Bookings and further information from: 
MAUREEN GREENHAM Tel: 023 8040 6951 Email: maureen.greenham@talktalk.net 

The Good Life 
It happened quite by chance back in 1969. That was the year we 
paid off our mortgage. To celebrate we decided to take a holiday 
completely different to anything we had done before. A week's 
cruise on the Norfolk Broads was the family choice and we loved 
the experience despite the changeable weather. The following year 
whilst touring in our motorised caravan we came across a canal 
near Worcester where there were several locks and soon decided to 
take a canal holiday. That led to an exploration of the inland 
waterways, mostly derelict at that time, and became completely 
hooked. 
To have our own canal boat was the next objective. Ken, being an 
all round handyman, decided to build one in the back garden. This 
took three years to complete due to the power cuts of the early 
1970's. Our 30-ft. cruiser style narrowboat was launched into the 
Kennet & Avon Canal at Reading in the middle of the drought in 
1976! An article about the building of "DUORF" appeared in the 
Southampton Daily Echo complete with picture. 
Our permanent mooring is on the South Oxford Canal at Napton. 
We were already familiar with Holt Farm from many camping 
holidays and knew the Adkins family well. In the run-up to 
Christmas in 1979 we were asked by Ken Adkins if we would 
consider coming to live on a boat in the interests of security. The 
moorings are a distance from the house and there had been a few 
problems from youngsters. Also it was well known by then what a 
useful chap Ken is. Much to our surprise British Waterways gave 
their blessing to a residential boat being allowed (an unheard of 
thing in those days). So Ken gave up his career of 37 years as an 
Electrical Engineer and we said goodbye to the rat race at the age 
of fifty. It is something we have never regretted, and so began our 
"Good Life" - much better than the T.V. programme as ours is real. 
We bought a 62-ft. shell of a narrowboat from Colecraft and fitted 
it out ourselves whilst living on the 30-ft. one. This took almost 
two years. It is extremely comfortable, cosy and warm in winter. 

There is a full-size Parkray fire with back boiler in the 18-ft. saloon 
which feeds six radiators. The 6-ft. galley is next - this has a gas 
cooker, twin tub washing machine and small electric fridge. Behind 
this is the bathroom with basin, 5-ft. bath and shower over, and a 
chemical toilet. The 10-ft. 6-in. stateroom is after the side hatch - 
main entrance to the boat - with 4-ft. bed, wardrobes and many 
cupboards. The engine room is at the stern where a mains alternator 
is fitted to the diesel engine to make our own mains electricity 
when needed. 
Coal and diesel supplies come to us by boat as we live half a mile 
from the nearest lane making road access difficult. Our car is 
parked at the bottom of a field adjacent to one of the locks, and we 
have to cross the top gate to reach our mooring on the arm of the 
canal a few minutes walk away. It is so peaceful here and "Country 
dark" when there is no moon. 
Alongside we have enough room to grow vegetables and fruit trees 
and bushes.   Ken has built a small greenhouse for salad crops, 
especially tomatoes, so we lead a self-sufficient life more or less. 
The produce is kept in an underground store using preserving 
methods from times gone by. Salting runner and broad beans; 
stringing up ripened marrows and onions. Cabbages are kept in 
straw and root vegetables in damp peat. Fruit is bottled, made into 
jam and chutney. The underground store is covered with shrubs 
and flowers so is well disguised. It is like a wartime air raid shelter, 
dug out the hard way when Ken was much younger. 
Next March we shall have lived here thirty  years and hope to end 
our days on board. There are about thirty boats moored here (not 
residential) so we live a very sociable life. Now we are older we do 
not go cruising so much, but over the years have managed to 
explore most of the inland waterways. 

Margaret Froud 
November 2009 
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